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ne down, one to go. 
That is the position the Ala- 

bama Crimson Tide finds itself in 
after beating Florida to win the South- 
eastern Conference championship and 
run its record to 13-0 on the season. But 
it has one more goal — winning the BCS 
National Championship Game in the Rose 
Bow! in Pasadena on Jan. 7. 

Then the journey that started back on 
September 5th in the Georgia Dome with 
a win over Virginia Tech will be complete. 
That has been the goal all along for this 
team. The wins over rivals Tennessee, 
LSU and Auburn were great. The un- 
beaten regular season was terrific. Beating 
Florida in the SEC Championship Game 
was particularly satisfying. But it was all 
a prelude for the ultimate goal. 

Alabama fans have been singing 
“Remember the Rose Bow] we'll win” 
for years, but what they should have been 
singing was “Remember in the Rose Bow] 
we'll win.” The BCS Championship Game 
will be played in the Rose Bowl stadium, 
but it won’t be the Rose Bowl. That will 
be earlier and much less significant. 

The journey through this season has 
been perilous at times. Alabama trailed 
Virginia Tech, LSU and Auburn in the 
fourth quarter and came back to win each 
time. It took a last-second blocked field 
goal attempt against Tennessee to beat 
the Vols. There were games in which 


the offense didn’t hit on all cylinders, 


but through all the tough times this team 
persevered and came out on top. 

That’s what champions do. 

At different times along the way, differ- 
ent individuals stepped up to make sure 
the Tide would continue to roll. 

Linebacker Rolando McClain was 
a constant leader, directing an Alabama 
defense that was one of the nation’s best. 
He led the team in tackles with 96 during 
the regular season. 

Senior tailback Mark Ingram made a 
run for the Heisman Trophy by showing 
up each week as the go-to man in the of- 
fense. He finished the regular season with 
1,429 yards and 12 touchdowns rushing. 
He also caught 28 passes for 246 yards 
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and three touchdowns. 

Senior tight end Colin Peek was always 
there, sure-handed and usually finding a 
way to get open when Alabama had to have 
a pass completion. He caught 23 passes for 
274 yards and two touchdowns, including 
a clutch 33-yard scoring reception against 
Auburn that tied the score at 14-14. 

Senior placekicker Leigh Tiffin carved 
his name into the record books. When 
Alabama got across midfield, the accurate 
Tiffin was just about in range. He was 27 
of 31 on field goal attempts and scored 
117 points, both of which are new season 


records. He finished the regular season 
with 80 career field goals and 370 total 
points, both new team career records. 

Another record-setter was 5-9, 
198-pound senior Javier Arenas. The de- 
fensive back and return specialist finished 
the regular season with 16 kickoff returns 
for 472 yards, 28 punt returns for 466 
yards and a touchdown, and two intercep- 
tions for 22 more yards. That’s 960 yards 
accounted for by Arenas. His 66-yard punt 
return for a touchdown against Chatta- 
nooga was the seventh of his career, which 
set a new SEC record. He finished the 


regular season with 1,725 career punt re- 
turn yards, which is second in the NCAA. 
Arenas was also second on the team in 
tackles with 64, including 12 tackles for 
losses and five sacks. 

Mark Barron led the team with seven 
interceptions, which tied him for the third 
best year in Alabama history. Barron also 
was third on the team in tackles with 63 
and scored a touchdown on an intercep- 
tion return. 

Greg McElroy, Mike Johnson, Trent 
Richardson, Julio Jones, William Vlachos, 
Terrence Cody, Cory Reamer, Dont’a 
Hightower, Brandon Deaderick — the list 
of players who contributed to this cham- 
pionship goes on and on. At one point or 
another almost everybody on the team 
came up with a big play or helped out on 
a big play. In all, 10 players carried the 
ball, four players threw passes, 17 players 
caught passes and 44 players had at least 
one tackle. This was a group of players 
that played with great team chemistry 
from start to finish. 


“T think team chemistry is paramount to 
having success,” coach Nick Saban said. 


“T think team dynamics are so important to 


being successful. And I think that every- 
body sort of being committed to the same 
goals of what you want to accomplish for 
your team and them understanding that 
those goals are probably going to be the 
things that actually benefit them the most 
as well. 

“When the team does well, there’s more 
sort of accolades for everybody, more 
attention for everybody and also more op- 
portunities for everybody.” 

That was evident with the number of 
Alabama players who were finalists for 
several prestigious national individual 
honors. 

But at the start of this season, there 
were question marks in two areas — quar- 
terback and offensive line. Graduation or 
early defections to the NFL opened holes 
there with the departure of longtime start- 
ers John Parker Wilson at quarterback and 
offensive line stalwarts Antoine Caldwell 


and Andre Smith. It took about three quar- 
ters in the Georgia Dome against Virginia 
Tech on Sept. 5 for those questions to be 
answered. 

Alabama came into the Chick-fil-A 
Classic ranked No. 5 in the country, while 
Frank Beamer’s Virginia Tech Hokies 
were No. 7. Heading into the fourth quar- 
ter, though, Virginia Tech held a 17-16 
lead. But Alabama put it all together in 
the final period and took a 34-24 vic- 
tory. Mark Ingram ran for a career-best 
150 yards. He would make it a habit of 
steadily increasing his career-best mark 
throughout the season. 

But the most comforting numbers to 
come out of the game was that Alabama 
outrushed the Hokies 268-64, which 
would also become a theme for the sea- 
son — strong running game and strong 
defense against the run. No back would 
rush for 100 yards against Alabama the 
entire season. And those questions about 
the quarterback were answered when Greg 
McElroy threw for 230 yards and a touch- 


down. The offensive line had performed 
well and the quarterback had performed 
well, which comforted a lot of people. 

Florida International and North Texas 
provided little competition as Alabama 
improved to 3-0 and prepared to enter SEC 
play with a home game against Arkansas 
and its strong-armed quarterback Ryan 
Mallett. But Alabama’s defense shut him 
down, holding Mallett to just 12 comple- 
tions and sacking him three times. Five 
different players scored touchdowns and 
Alabama took a resounding 35-7 victory. 

Alabama then faced back-to-back road 
trips to play Kentucky and Ole Miss. 
Alabama downed Kentucky, 38-20, as 
Rolando McClain led the defense with 
12 tackles, an interception and a forced 
fumble. Mark Ingram led the offense with 
140 yards rushing and two touchdowns 
and Greg McElroy threw touchdown 
passes to Colin Peek and Darius Hanks. 

Ole Miss had a score to settle with 
Alabama after the Tide had taken narrow 
victories the previous three seasons. This 
one wasn’t very close, thanks to Leigh 
Tiffin. The senior kicked five field goals 
and Alabama won 22-3 with the defense 
coming up big again. 

Steve Spurrier brought his South Caro- 
lina Gamecocks to Tuscaloosa for Home- 
coming on Oct. 17 and the Crimson Tide 
won, 20-6. The game was close until Mark 
Ingram took the team on his shoulders and 
led a final drive that produced the offense’s 
only touchdown of the day. Ingram finished 
the game with 246 yards rushing on 24 
carries. Mark Barron contributed the first 
score with a 77-yard interception return of 
Stephen Garcia’s first pass of the day. 

Tennessee was next up and this was 
Alabama’s closest call of the regular sea- 
son. In a defensive battle, Alabama held 
a 12-10 lead when Terrence Cody blocked 
a 44-yard field goal attempt by the Vols on 
the game’s final play to save the victory. 
It was Cody’s second blocked field goal of 
the fourth quarter. The Tide was 8-0 and 
got a week off to prepare for LSU. 

LSU offered another challenge and led 
15-10 going into the fourth quarter. After 
a Leigh Tiffin field goal cut it to 15-13, 


Julio Jones took a short screen pass from 

Greg McElroy, sidestepped one defender, 
and raced 73 yards for the go-ahead touch- 
down. Another Tiffin field goal sealed the 

24-15 win to make Alabama 9-0. 

The Tide made it 10-0 the following 
week with a convincing 31-3 win over 
Mississippi State and then enjoyed an Iron 
Bowl tune-up by beating Chattanooga 
45-0 on Nov. 21. 

Then came the Iron Bowl game at 
Auburn. The Tigers came out smoking and 
jumped to a quick 14-0 lead before a rau- 
cous crowd in Jordan-Hare Stadium. But 
with Auburn’s defense geared to stopping 
Mark Ingram, Trent Richardson offered 
a spark for the Alabama offense. 

He scored the first touchdown in 
the second quarter and then Greg 
McElroy hit Colin Peek with 

the touchdown pass to even the 
score at the half, 14-14. 

After Auburn regained the lead 
at 21-14 early in the third quarter, 
Alabanta chipped away with two 
Tiffin field goals, one from 27 and 
the other from 31 yards out, to cut 
Auburn’s lead to 21-20. 

But the drive of the season 
came when McElroy directed 
Alabama on a |5-play, 79-yard 
drive that took 7:03 off the clock and 
ended with a 4-yard touchdown pass 
from McElroy to Roy Upchurch with 1:24 
remaining for the winning touchdown — 
to seal the perfect, 12-0 regular seaso 
It was the first touchdown reception of 
Upchurch’s career. 

On what is now known as “The Drive 
Greg McElroy was 7-of-8 for 63 yards; 
four of his completions went to Julio 
Jones for 33 yards and all four went for 
first downs. 

“I have never been more proud of 
my football team,” said Saban. “I said 
it would be our most significant and our 
greatest accomplishment if we came 
down here and won this game. Under the 
circumstances, like the short week and 
a tough offense to prepare for, they had 


we never lost our poise and kept playing 
every play in the game.” 

That sums up the Alabama season. The 
Crimson Tide “kept playing every play in 
the game” 12 different times in the regular 
season and again in the SEC Champion- 
ship Game. 

Now, there is one last game to play and 
it is the biggest. One more win and the 
Alabama players can add “national cham- 
pions” to their already impressive season. 


a good football team that we were playing, 
and then to get behind in the game 14-0, 
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“The goal is to be a champion” 


By Ben Cook 
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t took Nick Saban exactly three years 
to deliver what Alabama expected 
from him — an SEC championship. 

He delivered a perfect 12-0 regular 
season and an SEC West championship 
in only his second season, but the warm 
fuzzies generated from that accomplish- 
ment faded after losing to Florida, in a 
thrilling SEC Championship Game, and 
Utah, in a less than thrilling Sugar Bowl. 

Saban was not going to let that happen 
again. Taking a team with an unproven 
quarterback and a rebuilt offensive line, he 
once again led his team to a perfect 12-0 
regular season and a second consecutive 
SEC West title. This time, however, the 
Crimson Tide did not stop there. This 
time, they took care of business in the 
Georgia Dome. 

Beating Florida and winning the cham- 
pionship of the toughest conference in all 
of college football is a major accomplish- 
ment, one in which every player and coach 
can take immense pride. 

“The goal is to be a champion,” Saban 
said the week before Alabama beat Flori- 
da. “And I didn’t say win a championship. 
I said be a champion. That’s our goal here. 
That’s what we want to do. We want the 
kind of togetherness, respect and trust that 
we need on our team to be a team, where 
everybody plays together and under- 
stands that importance of positive energy 
and attitude in trying to be a good team, 
everybody being responsible for their own 
self-determination and doing their job.” 

You get the feeling the coach was talk- 
ing about more than just winning the SEC 
championship or even the national title, 
he was talking about the greater goal that 
each player needs to be successful in life. 

“Everybody working hard and commit- 


ted to doing the things they need to do to be 
the best they can be.” he said. “That's what 
we continue to strive for and that’s what we 


strive for every week with our team. 

“And there’s no sense of relief — 
there’s no complacency.” Saban contin- 
ued. “There’s no place for that, to me, in 
competitive sports, because until you win 
the last — until you finish the last play of 
the last game, there’s still another chal- 
lenge out there.” 

Alabama met that next challenge when 
the Tide avenged last year’s defeat in the 
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SEC Championship Game, and now there 
is another challenge ahead — Texas for 
the national championship. 

This is what Alabama fans expected 
when Saban was lured away from the Mi- 
ami Dolphins to coach the Crimson Tide 
following the 2006 season. Alabama was 
no longer an elite team in college football. 
The decline had been going on since the 
tumultuous end of the Gene Stallings era. 
Oh, there had been moments of triumph, 
like the SEC championship in 1999 under 
Mike DuBose and the 10-win season and 
Cotton Bow! victory in 2005 with Mike 
Shula, but mostly Alabama football had 
become irrelevant, not only in national 
circles, but in the SEC as well. 

Saban was brought in to change that. 
He had a solid resume behind him with 
three consecutive first place finishes in the 
SEC West and a national championship 
when coaching LSU in the early part of 


the decade. But he left LSU for the lure 
of the NFL after the 2004 season, and had 
two less-than-satisfying years as head 
coach of the Miami Dolphins. 

It was obvious that Saban was a coach 
more suited for the college game than the 
play-for-pay crowd. Alabama wanted him, 
and in the end Saban wanted Alabama. 

At Alabama, Saban was back in his ele- 
ment — college football. 

“T like the impact you can have on 
young people in college,” he said. 
“There’s a lot of self-gratification in see- 
ing guys mature and develop careers off 
the field, on the field and seeing them take 
advantage of opportunities in both those 
areas.” 

His first Alabama team struggled at 
times and the players themselves struggled 
with the change in attitude from their 
coaches. The relaxed country club atmo- 
sphere of the previous regime gave way to 
the disciplined approach of Saban and an 
outstanding staff of assistant coaches. The 
change was not embraced by all the play- 
ers, but it paid off and it paid off soon. 

That first season of 7-6 was followed by 
two 12-0 seasons, two SEC West champi- 
onships and now a Southeastern Confer- 
ence championship. 

“I was very proud of what our team has 
been able to accomplish, what they’ve 
done this season. I was very proud of 
last year’s team. But the challenge is, 
great teams, great competitors are never 
satisfied. They always want to accomplish 
more and achieve more and they’re very 
committed to that standard of excellence,” 
said Saban. 

“We're trying to build a program here. 
We feel very fortunate that we've been able 
to accomplish in the last two years what 
we've been able to accomplish. It’s because 
of the players’ commitment to a standard of 
excellence and the hard work they’ ve put 
in with our staff and everybody else that’s 
involved in the program. Consistency and 
performance is the key to success.” 

Nick Saban is the man who turns that 
key for the Crimson Tide. 

It is safe to say that Alabama football 
is relevant again both in the Southeastern 
Conference and nationally. For Saban, it 
has been — and continues to be — a job 
well done. 


imex Corporation used to have 

an ad campaign in the 1990s, 

“It takes a licking and keeps on 
ticking,” to market its watches through- 
out the United States and abroad. 

Although Timex has since dropped 

its catchy hook-phrase for a simple, yet 
not as flashy “Timex. Life is Ticking,” 
slogan, the company’s former creative 
sales pitch fits Alabama tailback Mark 


By Matt Lowe 


Ingram to a T. 

Just like the slogan, Ingram took the 
licks, but kept on ticking en route to 
a record-setting 2009 campaign. After 
his 1 13-yard, three touchdown rush- 
ing performance against Florida in the 
SEC Championship Game, the 5-10, 


215-pound battering ram etched himself 
into elite company in Crimson Tide lore. 


Ingram’s 1,542 yards and 15 touch- 


downs on 249 carries moved him into 
first place on the school’s single season 
rushing list, passing former Crimson 
Tide great Bobby Humphrey, who 
totaled 1,471 yards back in 1986. The 
native of Flint, Michigan also added 
30 receptions for 322 yards and three 
scores in the passing game, which shows 
the dynamic tailback’s versatility. 

“The first time that I saw him this 
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season, he reminded me of Emmitt 
Smith,” said Humphrey, who played for 
the Crimson Tide from 1985 to 1988. 
“He’s not a glider. He’s more of a bruiser, 
but he can also run outside.” 

Perhaps no player did more for his 
team in big games than Ingram on a con- 
sistent basis. He averaged 178 yards'per 
game in wins over Top 25 opponent Vir- 
ginia Tech, Ole Miss, South Carolina and 
LSU, and was named SEC Player of the 
Week against the Hokies and Gamecocks. 

Ingram’s performance against South 
Carolina was one that vaulted him into 
the Heisman Trophy race and captivated 
the hearts of Crimson Tide fans every- 
where. The powerful tailback ran for a 
career-high 246 yards on 24 carries, the 
most yards ever amassed by an Alabama 
tailback at Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

On the game’s final scoring drive, 
in which he refused to come out for a 
breather, Ingram capped off a six-play, 
68-yard drive with a four-yard touchdown 
run. The result was amazing considering 
Ingram carried the ball six straight times 
even though he was visibly gassed. After 
the game ended, Ingram’s courageous 
effort drew praise from his coach and one 
of the talented players on a tough offen- 
sive line, senior Drew Davis. 

“Mark Ingram was fantastic, 246 
yards rushing with over 10 yards a carry, 
best performance ever in Bryant-Denny 
Stadium,” said head coach Nick Saban 
following the team’s 20-6 win over the 
Gamecocks. 

“The offensive line must’ ve been doing 
a pretty good job too against a pretty good 
defense, but that guy ran with tremendous 
passion and heart and did a wonderful job 
out there, scored a touchdown. I can tell 
you, if we had guys that could play like 
that, the sky would be the limit in terms 
of heart and character that he plays with.” 

“It’s really easy to do.a good job when 
you have No. 22 in the backfield,” added 
Davis. “He really inspires the offensive 
line when we know we have a good back 
like him.” 

In his initial campaign, Ingram set 
anew Alabama freshman record with 
12 touchdowns via the ground. As a 
sophomore, he tied Humphrey in the 


Alabama record book with 15 rushing 
touchdowns and heading into the BCS 
National Championship Game against 

Big 12 opponent Texas is just four shy of 
Shaun Alexander’s school record of 19 set 
back in 1999, 

Is it possible that Ingram could shatter 
every rushing record at Alabama during 
his career? The answer to that question 
will have to play itself out, but records are 
made to be broken and Ingram appears to 
know the formula quite well. 

“The great backs run with a sense of 
anticipation and field awareness,” said 
Humphrey. “They have this ability not 
only on the first level, but also the second 
level. They know where all 11 defensive 
players are on the field and what cuts 
are going to need to be made. When 
they make it through the defensive line, 
they've already been looking for what 
needs to be done to avoid the linebacker 
or defensive back. Mark Ingram runs with 
that kind of anticipation.” 

Ingram joined Texas quarterback Colt 


McCoy, Florida quarterback Tim Tebow, 
Nebraska defensive lineman Ndamukong 
Suh and Houston quarterback Case Keenum 
as one of five finalists for the Walter Camp 
Player of the Year Award, and was also a 
finalist for the Doak Walker Award — given 
to the nation’s best running back — and 
Maxwell Trophy — awarded annually to 
the nation’s top player. 

Ingram could also become the first ever 
Heisman Trophy winner at the University 
of Alabama prior to the showdown with 
the Longhorns in Pasadena on January 7 
if his big showing against the Gators 
convinced some on-the-fence voters. 

“It would feel good to represent our school 
with this rich tradition that we have,” 
said the tailback about the Heisman. 

So whether it’s bouncing off a would- 
be defender and scoring on a short-yard- 
age play or making a linebacker miss and 
exploding to the second level, Ingram is 
always the aggressor. Perhaps that’s why 
he always takes a licking and keeps on 
ticking. 
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The Braiiis Behind Bama’s 3-4 D el 


By Matt Lowe 


iddle linebacker Rolando 

McClain is the field general 

on one of the nation’s best 
defensive units and perhaps its most 
sophisticated one. 

Every pre-snap read and every check 
made at the line of scrimmage by an 
opposing team’s quarterback is eyed by 
McClain like a hawk, as is every player 
who dares to enter No. 25’s neighborhood 
in the heart of Alabama’s defense. 

That’s right. Whether it’s getting the 
Crimson Tide defense aligned before 
the snap or picking off a pass in cover- 
age, McClain is a natural in Alabama’s 
complex 3-4 defensive scheme. That’s 
why the 6-4, 258-pound junior is a perfect 
fit for what head coach Nick Saban and 
defensive coordinator Kirby Smart want 
to employ defensively. 

“I think he probably affects every- 
body else on the defensive team as much 
as anybody that I’ve ever been around 
because this is his third year starting,” 
said Saban about McClain’s handle on the 
defense. 

“He has a very good understanding of 
the system and the scheme. He’s a very 
bright guy academically in school and has 
a great football intuition and knowledge, 
and I think he has a really good under- 
standing of what the other team’s trying to 
do, because he really does a good job of 
preparing for the game.” 

McClain’s preparation was a main 
reason why he led the Crimson Tide in 
tackles for the second consecutive season 
and was named SEC Defensive Player of 
the Week for his sparkling performances 
against Kentucky (recorded 12 tackles, 

a forced fumble, a pass deflection — that 
was intercepted — and an interception) 
and Auburn (12 tackles and a sack). 

The native of Decatur recorded a team- 
high 96 tackles, tied for the team lead 


with 12 tackles for loss, 
and tallied four sacks, 
two interceptions, six 
passes defended, a forced 
fumble and 11 quarter- 
back hurries en route to 
leading the Crimson Tide 
to the SEC title. , 

“I think he’s one of the 
smarter players on the team,” 
said Florida quarterback 
Tim Tebow about McCk i 
days leading up to the $ 
Championship Game. 

“He makes a lot of 
checks for them. I think 
he’s someone who gets 
people in the right posi- 
tion. Because they're 

a defense that does a lot, 
that checks a lot. 

“You have to have smart 
people to run it (Bama’s 3-4 scheme),” 
added Tebow. “Last year it loo 
like 49, their safety, did it a lot. 
this year it’s him. And he’s not 
extremely smart getting people inthe 
right place, but he’s a great player, 
stout linebacker and athletic guy 
who makes a lot of plays.” 

Ironically, Alabama won its 
last SEC Championship Game 
in 1999. Ten years later, the Crim- 
son Tide returned to the Georgia 
Dome and defeated the same 
opponent it did back then. 

Call it fate. Call it what you 
want. But the 2009 Alabama 
football team stayed the course 


# 


all season long and fought to 
earn the right to be a champion. 
With players like McClain lead- 
ing the way, its easy to see why 
the Crimson Tide accomplishe: 
what it did. 


ja 
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ooking back, it’s har 
Why nobody wanted Ja 
The senior kick returner. 

turned defensive back extraordinaire. 
will close out his career as one of the 
all-time best return men in college foot- 
ball history, not to mention his stellar 
play as a cornerback. 

But, back in his hometown of Tampa, 
Florida, college recruiters weren't exactly 
beating down his door. As a senior at Rob- 
inson High School, he returned four punts 
and three kickoffs for scores and had 
16 total touchdowns, earning All-Suncoast 
honors. Still, few paid attention. 

“Florida International and Florida At- 
lantic were the only offers I really had,” he 
admitted in an interview with ESPN. “Ala- 
bama got on me late, mostly because I had 
a mentor back home pushing for me. Not 
a lot of people believed in me back then.” 

Tide coach Mike Shula was one of the 
few who believed. He made the offer and 
Arenas accepted. While many of Shula’s 
signees have played significant roles as 
Alabama has improved in the past two 
years, maybe none have exceeded Arenas. 

Once he got the chance, he proved him- 
self quickly. As a freshman in 2006, he led 
the team in kickoff and punt returns. His 
86-yard punt return for a touchdown in 


” 

| | , 
the PetroSun Independente Bow! was the 
longest punt return in Tide bow! history. 

The next year, he again led the team in 
both kick return categoriesIn a loss to 
third-ranked LSU ¢he had 237 all-purpose 
yards. Twice he was named SEC Co- 
Special Teams Player of the Week. 

But, as a junior and senior, the 5-9, 
198-pounder came into his own, not only 
in the return game, but also as a regular in 
the defensive backfield. In 2008, he had 
63 tackles, including three for loss and 
two sacks. His 650 punt return yards led 
the nation. His 73-yard punt return touch- 
down in the disappointing Sugar Bowl 
loss to Utah was his third for the season 
and sixth for his career. 

As a Bama senior, Arenas made up for 
earlier lack of recognition. He was named 
to the Playboy preseason All-American 
team. He was a semifinalist for the Thorpe 
Award, given to the nation’s top defensive 
back. And, he placed his name in the all- 
time record books. 

His 66-yard punt return for a score 
against Chattanooga broke the all-time 
SEC record for punt return touchdowns, 
and left him just one behind Kentucky’s 
Derrick Abney for the all-time SEC kick 
return scoring record. 

Arenas displayed his usual humility 


~ honor for the 


“It’s very? 

entire team,” he said. 

“I couldn't do it alone. Me versus 11 guys 
wouldn't work. This is as much for them 
as it is for me.” 

He was also within range of the NCAA 
punt return yardage record set by Texas 
Tech’s Wes Welker. But, he has been more 
than a returner. He became a dynamic 
blitzer and effective tackler. 

He finished behind only Marcell Dareus 
for sacks among Tide players and was third 
on the team in tackles for loss. 

Arenas worked hard for those achieve- 
ments, especially before his senior season. 

“You talk about a perfectionist,” 
coach Nick Saban said before the 2008 
campaign, talking about Arenas. “He 
really works hard every day to be the 
best he can.” 

Arenas talked about his goals before his 
senior season started. 

“I’m trying in everything I do; I’m 
trying to max out 100 percent,” he was 
quoted as saying. “I want to max it out. 

I want to be great. I want to do everything 
right, know what I mean?” 

They know what you mean, Javier. 

Alabama fans ... and fans around the 
country ... they know what you mean. 


Photo by Marvin Gentry-US PRESSWIRE 


—— 
By Ben Cook 


There are times when a nickname just fits. 
Joe Namath was definitely Broadway Joe. 
Johnny Musso was definitely the Italian Stallion. 
Terrence Cody is definitely Mount Cody. 


labama’s senior nose tackle Think back to Oct. 24th. It was late 

is a mountain of a man. And in the day. The sun had already slipped 

he made the single biggest behind the west stands and the field 
individual play of the football season for —_ at Bryant-Denny Stadium was bathed 
the Crimson Tide this year. Without it, in the shadow of descending twilight. 
Alabama would not be the undefeated There were four seconds left on the 
Southeastern Conference champions, or clock and the lights on the scoreboard 
playing in Pasadena for a chance to win set the scene: Alabama 12, Tennessee 10 
the national championship. with 0:04 left on the scoreboard. 


14 


Tennessee placekicker Daniel Lincoln 
was on to try a 44-yard field goal that 
would give Tennessee the upset victory 
if successful. He had kicked one and 
missed two earlier. One of the misses 
had been blocked by Terrence Cody. 

Alabama had just called timeout and 
called for the max block, where three 
guys are on two in the middle with 


a guy jumping behind. The front guys get 
as much a surge as they can before the guy 
in the back goes vertical. 

Out of the timeout, Lincoln stepped off 
his mark and the ball was snapped. The 
surge came from up the middle and the 
man in the back jumped, but Lincoln’s 
kick never got past the line of scrim- 
mage —it ran into the left hand of Mount 
Cody, who swatted it away, saving the 
game and the championship season. 

“| just knew we had to make a play. 

I had to make a play,” said Cody after- 
ward. “We couldn’t wait on anybody else 
to make a play. If they would have made 
the field goal, it would’ve been a tight 
game or they would've won it, so I dug 
down deep and told myself I was about 

to block it. The ball snapped; I got a good 
jump off the line, pushed the guy back and 
just stuck my arm up.” 

If he had not done anything else over 
the past two seasons, Cody would have 
earned his scholarship on that play alone. 
But he’s done plenty. He’s been a huge 
(what else?) cog in the defense that has 
led Alabama to consecutive 12-0 regular 
seasons and this season’s SEC champion- 


ship. He will get one more stage on which 
to perform, in Pasadena for the BCS 
National Championship Game. 

Alabama did not finish the 2008 season 
well. After a surprising 12-0 run to land in 


the SEC Championship Game a year ago, 
Alabama lost the SEC title game and then 
was handed a humiliating defeat in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

In the locker room under the massive 
New Orleans Superdome, Cody was asked 
if he was considering turning pro, but the 
big nose tackle from Ft. Myers, Florida 
knew there was still work to be done at 
Alabama. 

“I feel like I can get better at the things 
I’ve been doing,” he said. 

As a junior, Cody logged 24 tackles, 

4 1/2 tackles for loss, one quarterback 
hurry, two fumbles forced and one fumble 
recovered. He wanted to do better, although 
his true worth is not in compiling indi- 
vidual tackle numbers, but in occupying 
blockers so his teammates can pile up the 
stats. He does it well. Opposing teams have 
to assign two men to block Mount Cody 
and that imbalance disrupts offenses. 

“T think Terrence has really worked 
hard to get in a little better shape, have a 
little better endurance, be able to sustain 
a little bit better, play with a little more 
quickness and mobility,” Alabama coach 
Nick Saban said. 

“He’s a real power guy and he has 
always been that, But we’ve been really 
pleased with all those other things that 
he’s improved on. He’s maintained his 
weight a little bit better, His conditioning 


is better,” the coach said. 

Again, Cody’s indididual numbers 
did not reflect his worth to the Alabama 
defense this season. He had 24 tackles, 
five tackles for loss, a pass break up, two 
quarterback hurries and those two huge 
field goals blocked against Tennessee. 

Cody is sometimes used as a block- 
ing back in goal line situations, and he 
never fails to move defensive linemen 
off the line of scrimmage. But offense 
is not where he is most feared. Oppos- 
ing coaches are well aware of having to 
account for big No. 62 when preparing to 
face Alabama’s stingy defense. 

“Cody would probably be the biggest, 
most physical guy we've had to block thus 
far this year,” said South Carolina’s Steve 
Spurrier before facing Alabama. 

Florida’s Urban Meyer faced Cody in 
the 2008 Championship Game and again 
this season. He knows that preparing for 
Mount Cody is almost impossible. 

“We will put a big guy in there (in 
practice), but you can’t really simulate 
that,” said Meyer. “I’m sitting at my desk 
watching them (in films). There’s just no 
movement. And you start talking about— 
I mean, gigantic human beings.” 

Florida’s offensive guard Mike Pouncey 
calls Cody “the biggest load of the year. 
He’s massive.” 

He is massive. He is Mount Cody. 


Leigh Il 


By Lyn Scarbrough 


ow many times have you seen it 
happen? 

Parents or grandparents set the 
bar so high through their own achieve- 
ments that it’s almost impossible to live 
up to what they’ve done. 

Sometimes footsteps are just too big to 
follow ... especially if one of those feet 
kicked the biggest field goal in school 
history. 

Consider Leigh Tiffin. 

In 1985, his father, Van Tiffin, kicked the 
winning field goal as time expired as Ala- 
bama upset seventh-ranked Auburn, 25-23. 
A quarter-century after his father’s famous 
play, paintings of “The Kick” still hang on 
walls of countless Crimson Tide fans. 

Just three years after “The Kick,” 
Leigh Tiffin was born in Muscle Shoals, 
Alabama. 

It’s not that the younger Tiffin was 
destined to follow his father’s footsteps. 
He was involved in things other than foot- 
ball in his school and community. And, 
the Tiffin business name is well-known 
nationally through Tiffin Motorhomes, 
an industry leader located in Red Bay, 
Alabama. Leigh is a Business Manage- 
ment major. 

It’s also not that he made it onto the 
Alabama football team because of his 
family name. An all-region player at 
Muscle Shoals High School, he made four 
of five field goal attempts as a senior. His 
longest field goal was 50 yards, and 95 
percent of his kickoffs were touchbacks. 
His college scholarship was well-earned. 

But, still there was something to prove. 
After all, his name was Tiffin. 

When Leigh got a chance early, he took 
advantage of it. As a freshman, he backed 
up Jamie Christensen, but when the starter 
was injured, he was there. Playing in five 
games, he hit eight of 13 field goal at- 
tempts and 12 of 13 extra point kicks. 

There were highs and lows. His 47- 


yard field goal beat Vanderbilt, 
but he missed three field goal 
attempts in an overtime loss to 
Arkansas. 

As a sophomore, Leigh won the 
starting job, handling placekicking 
and kickoff duties. For the season, 
he hit 25 of 34 field goal attempts, 
and joined his father as the only 
Alabama kickers to hit two field goals 
of over 50 yards in one game. 

By his junior season (2008), he 
was recognized among the nation’§ 
best kickers. A semifinalist for 
the Lou Groza Award given to 
the nation’s top placekicker, he 
connected on 20 of 29 field goal 
attempts. He started the season 
with a 54-yarder in the win over 
Clemson and ended it with a 52-yarder 
in the Sugar Bowl loss to Utah. 

As a senior, Leigh played a key role 
in Alabama’s undefeated season and 
opportunity to play in the BCS Champi- 
onship Game. He led the country in field 
goals (29). During the regular season, he 
missed only three field goal attempts. In 
narrow victories over Tennessee, LSU 
and Auburn, he combined to kick nine 
of 10 field goal attempts, all important 
in the wins, 

He became Alabama’s all-time 
leading scorer, passing placekicker 
Philip Doyle. His 377 career points 
is second all-time in the SEC. 

And, he was a Lou Groze 


resume and has a ch 
to add national chi 
pion, as well. 

During his time 
in Tuscaloosa, 
Leigh Tiffin has 
made some pretty 
big footsteps of b 
own to follow. 
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OFFENSE 


=a 


JAMES CARPENTER 
Left Tackle 
6-5 | 300 | Jr 


MARQUIS MAZE 
Wide Receiver 
5-10 | 179 | So 


DEFENSE 


'¢ 
LORENZO WASHINGTON 
Defensive End 
6-5 | 290 | Sr 


& 
JAVIER ARENAS 
Comerback 
9-9 | 198 | St 


y d 
MIKE JOHNSON 
Left Guard 
6-6 | 305 | Sr 


Wide Receiver 
6-4 | 210 | So. 


NS 


TERRENCE CODY 
Nose Guard 
6-5 | 365 | Sr 


MARQUIS JOHNSON 
Cornerback 


Sl | 192 | Sr 


WILLIAM VLACHOS 
Center 
6-1] 204 | Jr 


MARK INGRAM 
Running Back 
5-10 | 2t5 | So, 


& 


BRANDON DEADERICK 
Defensive {nd 
6-4 | 287 | Sr 


KAREEM JACKSON 
Cornerback 
5 | age | Je 


\ 


BARRETT JONES 
Right Guard 
6-5 | 280 | fr 


a 
PRESTON DIAL 
lI-Back 
6-3 | 245 | Je 


A 
| 
ERYK ANDERS 
Outside Linebacker 
6-2 | 227 | St 


MARK BARRON 
Satety 
6-2 | ary | So. 


a 
DREW DAVIS 
Right Tackle 


6-7 | 305 | St 


Q 
GREG McELROY 
(uarterback 
6-3 | 220 | Jr 


ROLANDO McCLAIN 
Inside Linebacker 
6-4 | 258 [Jr 


JUSTIN WOODALL 
Free Salety 
6-2 | 220 | Sr 


&) 


lA 
COLIN PEEK 

Tight End 
6-6 | 255 | St 


LEIGH TIFFIN 
Placekicker 
6-2 | a2 | Sr 


CORY REAMER 
(Outside Linebacker 
6-4 | 234 | Se 


P. J. FITZGERALD 
Punter 
5-11 | 198 | Se 


ALABAMA 


VIRGINIA TECH 


ehind a career night from 

Mark Ingram and a smothering 
Alabama 
opened the 2009 season with a bang 

by upending No.7 Virginia Tech 34-24 
in the Chick-fil-A Kickoff Game at the 
Georgia Dome. 


defensive effort, No. 5 


It was the second consecutive vic- 
tory for the Crimson Tide in the season 
opener in Atlanta and improved Ala- 
bama to 29-4 in its last 33 opening day 
games dating back to 1977. 

“I would open every season with the 
Chick-fil-A Kickoff Game if I could,” 
said coach Nick Saban. “I love coming 
here to play. It is great for our fans 
and great for the U.S. to see two great 
teams play. Anyone that liked competi- 
tion liked the game that was played 
tonight.” 

After Alabama jumped out to a 9-7 
first quarter lead behind three Leigh 
Tiffin field goals, Virginia Tech went 
ahead 10-9 with 8:39 remaining in the 
first half on a Matt Waldron 28-yard 
field goal. 

The lead would be short-lived 
however as the Crimson Tide marched 
down the field on an | 1-play, 76-yard 
scoring march. The drive was capped 
by a 19-yard run by Roy Upchurch, 
but a 14-yard run by Ingram and a 
16-yard catch by Julio Jones — both 
on key third downs — kept the chains 
moving for Alabama during the drive, 
which enabled Upchurch to find 
paydirt. 

On its ensuing possession, Virginia 
Tech answered Alabama’s touchdown 
drive with one of its own. With the 
help of two personal foul penalties and 
a pass interference call, the Hokies 
grabbed the lead back when Williams 
scored from one yard out. The touch- 
down run gave Virginia Tech a 17-16 


lead, which is the way an exciting back- 
and-forth first half ended. 
After a scoreless third quarter that 


saw both teams settle down defensively, 


Alabama took the lead early in the 
fourth on an Ingram six-yard run, his 
first of the season. The play was set up 
by a beautiful 48-yard pass from Greg 
McElroy to Marquis Maze that got 

the Crimson Tide to the Virginia Tech 


Mark Ingram had 26 carries for 150 
yards and a touchdown, but he also 
added three catches for 35 yards and a 
score. Ingram’s 18-yard fourth quarter 
TD reception capped a five-play, 74-yard 
drive — set up by a 39-yard run by the 
tailback — that upped Alabama's lead to 
34-24 with 10:35 to play. 


Senior Eryk Anders recorded a team- 
high eight tackles — including two for 
loss — and a forced fumble in his first 
career start for the Crimson Tide. Anders 
helped pace an Alabama defense that 
held Virginia Tech to 155 total yards (64 
rushing, 91 passing) and 11 first downs. 


Moments after Virginia Tech cut Ala- 
bama’s lead to 27-24 on a 32-yard Ryan 
Williams touchdown run, Alabama an- 
swered with a five-play, 74-yard scor- 
ing drive capped by a Mark Ingram TD 
reception. The 18-yard catch and run 
increased Alabama’s lead to 34-24 and 
snatched all the momentum from the 
Hokies, 


6-yard line. 

Ahead 24-17, Alabama kicked off 
to Virginia Tech’s Davon Morgan, but 
Morgan fumbled when he was hit by 
Crimson Tide defender Chris Rogers. 
Rogers recovered the loose ball at 
the Hokies 21-yard line, which set up 
another Tiffin field goal and increased 
Alabama's lead to 27-17. 

Virginia Tech wasn’t done with its 
scoring yet, however. After a Dyrell 
Roberts 47-yard return and personal 
foul call on Alabama gave the Hokies 
excellent field position at the Alabama 
37-yard line, Virginia Tech scored two 
plays later on a 32-yard run by Wil- 
liams. It was Williams* second touch- 
down of the night and it cut Alabama’s 
lead to 27-24. 

Ingram then took control of the game 
on the Crimson Tide’s ensuing pos- 
session. The 5-10, 215-pound tailback 
from Flint, Michigan burst off a 39-yard 
run on the first play of the drive which 
gave Alabama a first-and-10 at the 
Virginia Tech 35-yard line. He also 
added a nine-yard run before catching 
a McElroy pass and turning it into a 
brilliant 18-yard scoring run, It put the 
Crimson Tide ahead, 34-24, which was 
more than enough points for a resurgent 
Alabama defense that only allowed 
seven points in the second half. 

“T just go out and work hard and do 
whatever it takes to help my team,” 
said Ingram. “Everyone talks about 
our defense, but our offense can do 
it, too. We just want to prove that to 
people.” 

“In the second half we made adjust- 
ments,” said senior defensive lineman 
Terrence Cody. “We settled down, 
got together and made plays. It just 
took that first half for us to get settled 
down.” 


SCOREBOARD 

I 2 ie at eat | 

ALABAMA = 9 7 OB 3K 
VIRGINIATEH 7 10 0 7 


9:56 UA - Leigh Tiffin 49 yd field goal, 6-26 3:10, UA 3 - VT 0 
6:47 UA - Leigh Tiffin 34 yd field goal, 7-30 1:59, UA 6 - VT 0 

} 6:35 VT - Roberts, Dyrell 98 yd kickoff return (Waldron, Matt kick), 
UA6 -VT7 
3:05 UA - Leigh Tiffin 32 yd field goal, 4-2 0:39, UA 9 - VT 7 


8:39 VT - Waldron, Matt 28 yd field goal, 4-3 2:00, UA 9 - VT 10 
3:09 UA - Roy Upchurch 19 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 11-76 5:24, 
UA 16 - VT 10 
: 1:02 VT - Williams, Ryan 1 yd run (Waldron, Matt kick), 7-51 2:01, 
}! UA 16 - VT 17 


12:23 UA - Mark Ingram 6 yd run (Colin Peek pass from Greg McElroy), 
2-54 0:37, UA 24 - VT 17 

10:29 UA - Leigh Tiffin 20 yd field goal, 5-17 1:45, UA 27 - VT 17 

9:22 VT - Williams, Ryan 32 yd run (Waldron, Matt kick), 2-37 1:00, 

UA 27 - VT 24 

6:35 UA - Mark Ingram 18 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Leigh Tiffin kick), 5-74 2:40, UA 34 - VT 24 


Rolando McClain 
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UA 
FIRST DOWNS 22 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 49-268 
PASSING YDS (NET) 230 
Passes Att-Comp-int 30-15-1 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 79-498 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 
Punt Returns-Yards 3-35 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 5-99 
Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 
Punts (Number-Avg) 5-44.8 
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 
Penalties-Yards 10-83 
Possession Time 36:32 
Third-Down Conversions 6 of 17 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of O 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 5-38 


Alabama No Gain Loss Net 
Mark Ingram 26 «156 6 1 
Roy Upchurch 7 92 2 

Greg McElroy 8 33 5 

Trent Richardson 3 10 0 

Terry Grant 2 2 0 

Julio Jones 1 0 1 
Marquis Maze 1 0 1 
Virginia Tech No Gain Loss Net 
Ryan Williams 13 71 0 

Josh Oglesby 6 19 3 

Danny Coale 1 5 0 

Tyrod Taylor 10 26 52 


Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds 
Greg McElroy 30-15-1 230 
Virginia Tech Att-Cmp-Int Yds 
Tyrod Taylor 20-9-0 91 


Receiving 


Alabama No. Yds 
Julio Jones 4 46 
Darius Hanks 3 55 
Colin Peek 3 37 
Mark Ingram 3 35 
Marquis Maze 2 57 
Virginia Tech No. Yds 
Jarrett Boykin 3 19 
Ryan Williams 2 42 
Danny Coale 2 16 
Josh Oglesby 2 14 
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10 

2 
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71 
16 
5 


-26 


T Lg Avg 
1 39 58 
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Ow (Bs. 5333 

0 2 1.0 

0 oO -1.0 

0 oO -1.0 
T lg Avg 
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0 16 -26 
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The Goal Line Stand 


The Catch The Sack The Blowout Rebirth in the Swamp 


IN SOME PLACES 
FOOTBALL IS A SPORT... 


IN ALABAMA 
FOOTBALL IS 
A FINE ART. 


NEW OIL PAINTING COMING SOON! 
Go.to newlifeart.com to reserve your Fine 
Art Print of Alabama’s historic win over Florida. 


No down payment/ No obligation reservation. Also, New Life Art is still taking orders for Maximum Block 
through December, 2009. See artist’s pencil drawing for his oil painting online (shown here in reverse): 


ALABAMA 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL | 


fter leading Alabama to 

a win over Virginia Tech in 

the opener, first-year starting 
quarterback Greg McElroy was looking 
to build on his early season success. 

Against Florida International, McEl- 
roy did just that as No. 4 Alabama rolled 
up more than 500 yards of total offense 
and five touchdowns en route to a 40-14 
victory in front of a sold-out crowd at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium on a Saturday 
night. 

“I think we did a good job the entire 
game offensively and I think we con- 
trolled the line of scrimmage and ran the 
ball effectively,” said coach Nick Saban. 
“Greg (McElroy) did a very good job of 
taking what they gave him. He was ac- 
curate and made good decisions.” 

Alabama jumped out to a quick 3-0 
lead on a 23-yard Leigh Tiffin field goal 
after McElroy led the Crimson Tide on 
a 55-yard scoring march on the game’s 
opening possession. On the 13-play 
drive, McElroy was 2-of-3 passing for 
20 yards. 

After forcing FIU to punt on the ensu- 
ing possession, Alabama started from its 
own 20-yard line with 6:45 remaining in 
the first quarter. That's when McElroy 
went to work again. The 6-3, 220-pound 
junior put the Crimson Tide up 10-0 with 
3:25 remaining in the first quarter when 
he hooked up with senior Mike McCoy 
on a 24-yard touchdown pass. 

On the scoring drive McElroy was 
5-of-5 for 77 yards, while McCoy, who 
was filling in for Julio Jones after he left 
the game with an ankle injury, finished 
the evening with five catches for a 
career-high 100 yards. 


“There were some guys that stepped 


up today,” said Saban. “Mike McCoy 
had a 100-yard-plus day after Julio went 
down. Most of what he caught was what 
we had planned to go to No. 8, but he did 
an outstanding job.” 

After a 96-yard kickoff return by T.Y. 
Hilton pulled the Panthers within three 
points, Tiffin put the Crimson Tide up 


13-7 when he hit a 29-yard field goal on 


After receiving just three carries in 
the season-opener against Virginia Tech, 
highly-touted freshman Trent Richardson 
made his presence felt against Florida 
International. The 5-11, 220-pound tail- 
back from Pensacola, Florida had 118 
yards and two touchdowns on 15 carries 
against the Panthers for his first 100- 
yard game in an Alabama uniform. 


Despite a two sack performance from 
defensive end Marcell Dareus and a big 
day from strong safety Mark Barron, mid- 
dle linebacker Rolando McClain was the 
star on defense for the Crimson Tide. The 
6-4, 258-pound junior recorded a team- 
high 10 tackles, including 1 1/2 for loss, 
to pace Alabama defensively. 


With the score 20-14 midway through 
the third quarter, Alabama mounted a 
seven-play, 50-yard scoring drive that 
was capped by a 9-yard Richardson 
scoring run. Although the two-point con- 
version attempt failed, Richardson’s TD 
scamper increased the Crimson Tide’s 
lead to 26-14, which was all the scoring 
the home team needed. 


Alabama’s next possession. McElroy 
was again perfect on the drive, complet- 
ing 4 of 4 passes for 66 yards. 

On its ensuing drive, FIU jumped 
ahead of Alabama 14-13 on a 9-yard 
Paul McCall touchdown pass, but the 
lead would be short-lived. After a 25- 
yard kick return set up Alabama at its 
own 31-yard line, McElroy connected 
with McCoy on a 35-yard completion 
down to the Panthers 29-yard line. 

Four plays later, Mark Ingram, who 
had 10 carries for 56 yards and four 
receptions for 47 yards, found paydirt to 
put the Crimson Tide up 20-14 with 8:20 
left in the opening half. 

After utilizing McElroy and the 
passing game in the first half, Alabama 
leaned on its run game and a stingy 
defense in the second half to pull away 
from FIU. 

Trent Richardson, who ended the eve- 
ning with 118 yards on 15 carries, scored 
from nine yards out in the third quarter 
to push Alabama’s lead to 26-14. He also 
added a 35-yard touchdown burst in the 
game’s final frame to put the Crimson 
Tide up, 33-14. 

“Trent is a magnificent player,” 
tight end Colin Peek. * 


said 

I was just proud to 
have him as my running back, especially 
when you have somebody explosive like 
that. It makes blocking a lot more fun 
because if you block your man, then he 
hits the hole and houses it. He’s just such 
a phenomenal player.” 

Terry Grant. who ended the night 
with six carries for 92 yards, also added 
a 42-yard touchdown run in the game’s 
final period. 

The win improved Alabama to 2-0 on 


the season. 


SCOREBOARD 

1 2 3. OA 
FLORDAINTL 7 7 0 O Wh 
ALABAMA 10 «106s AsO 


t l 
First Quarter 


9:02 UA - Leigh Tiffin 23 yd field goal, 13-55 5:58, FIU 0 - UA3 RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 


3:25 UA - Mike McCoy 24 yd pass from Greg McElroy Seavey Harta 


3:07 FIU - T.Y. Hilton 96 yd kickoff return (Dustin Rivest kick), Fumble Returns-Yards 

FIU 7 - UA 10 Punt Returns-Yards 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 
Interception Returns-Yards 

Second Quarter Punts (Number-Avg) 

14:55 UA - Leigh Tiffin 29 yd field goal, 7-50 3:12, FIU 7 - UA 13 Rasta ate 

10:29 FIU - Greg Ellingson 9 yd pass from Paul McCall Possession Time 

(Dustin Rivest kick), 8-60 4:26, FIU 14 - UA 13 Third-Down Conversions 


8:20 UA - Mark Ingram 2 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 5-69 2:09, Fourth-Down Conversions 
FIU 14 - UA 20 Sacks By: Number-Yards 


3:14 UA - Trent Richardson 9 yd run (Greg McElroy pass failed), 
7-50 2:11, FIU 14 - UA 26 FIU 


Darria Mallary 
Fourth Quarter Wayne Younger (ee 

Darriet Perry 8 5 
14:53 UA - Trent Richardson 35 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 2-40 0:18, TY. Hilton 0 0 
FIU 14 - UA 33 Paul McCall 47-29 
8:21 UA - Terry Grant 42 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 3-54 1:35, i 
FIU 14 - UA 40 Alabama Gain Loss Net 

Trent Richardson 

Terry Grant 

Mark Ingram 

Demetrius Goode 

Roy Upchurch 

Julio Jones 

Greg McElroy 


FIU Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Paul McCall 32-16-0 189 1 46 § 
Wayne Younger 6-2-1 24 «(0 23.0 
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Gain Loss Net 
0 13 
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Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 24-18-0 241 1 no 9 


Receiving 


FIU N T 
Greg Ellingson 
TY. Hilton 
Darriet Perry 
Jason Frierson 
Colt Anderson 
Marquis Rolle 
Jon Faucher 
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Alabama 

Mike McCoy 
Mark Ingram 
Trent Richardson 
Earl Alexander 
Preston Dial 
Colin Peek 
Darius Hanks 
Julio Jones 

Brad Smelley 
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QUARTERBACKS 


e flexed. He tip-toed the sideline. He threw blocks. 

He made clutch passes. He outplayed a former Heisman 

winner. He took a knee in the Georgia Dome as Alabama 
beat Florida in the SEC Championship Game. 

Greg McElroy stole the show. 

“If there were any doubters before tonight, they're gone now.” 
Alabama tight end Colin Peek said after a 32-13 dismissal of the 
Gators, 

By the time it was over, McElroy had indeed silenced any 
critics that emerged and endured after his midseason slump. 

If Florida had the edge in quarterbacks in the 2008 SEC title 
game, then McElroy, brilliantly executing coordinator Jim McEI- 
wain’s game plan, amazingly gave the Tide the advantage in the 
2009 clash. 

Who knew? 

After all, what was McElroy supposed to be for Alabama this 
season? A caretaker? A game-manager? 

“I don’t have any expectations for him,” coach Nick Saban 
said, 

That was back at the beginning of fall camp. 

At that point, Saban was happy with how McElroy was pro- 
gressing, but the junior was replacing Alabama career passing 
leader John Parker Wilson. McElroy spent three seasons as the 
understudy, attempting a grand total of 20 passes in the past two dt 
seasons. 

Although there were high hopes for McElroy, he was still one 
of the great unknowns for the Tide this season. When he went 
three games without a touchdown pass in midseason as the of- 
fense bogged down, he heard the critics and the doubters. 

“L think everybody wants to be praised and wants to be cel- 
ebrated at all times, but that’s just not the nature of the beast,” 
McElroy said after the SEC title game. “As long as you have faith 
in yourself and continue to enjoy what you do and what you put 
in a lot of time for, then you will be successful.” 

By the end of that SEC Championship Game, everybody in 
the college football world knew his story. How Alabama had 
only turned to him in recruiting after Tebow picked Florida over 
Alabama. How he didn’t lose a game as a senior starter at pow- 
erhouse Southlake Carroll High School in Texas. How he hadn’t 
lost a game as a starter at Alabama. 

With McElroy, the Alabama offense became more versatile, 
as the Tide showed when he hit deep passes early against Florida. 
The Tide became more than just a running machine. 

McElroy, when necessary, could will his team to victory. 

As Peek said, “He’s a cool customer.” 

And so much more. Like a winner. 


ick Saban challenged his play- 

ers to give an all-out effort for 

four quarters when North Texas 
rolled into Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

When the final horn sounded, it was 
clear the message was received as No. 3 
Alabama relied on more than 500 yards 
of total offense and a stifling defensive 
effort for a dominating 53-7 victory over 
the Mean Green, 

“We challenged our players to go out 
there for 60 minutes and try to dominate 
somebody for 60 minutes in a game,” 
said Saban. “I felt like they responded 
to that. They had better intensity and 
energy today from start to finish.” 

Behind impressive performances from 
quarterback Greg McElroy, a slew of re- 
ceivers in the passing game and the pres- 
ence of Mark Ingram, Trent Richardson 
and Terry Grant in the rushing attack, 
Alabama was able to moye the ball virtu- 
ally at will on North Texas’ defense the 
entire game. 

Although McElroy fumbled on the 
Crimson Tide’s first possession, he got 
Alabama on the board 7-0 on its next 
possession when he capped off a 13-play, 
95-yard drive with a two-yard touch- 
down run. 

McElroy struck again for Alabama’s 
second score of the game, when he con- 
nected with sophomore Marquis Maze on 
a 34-yard touchdown strike. It upped the 
Tide’s lead to 14-0 with less than three 
minutes remaining in the opening quarter. 

Richardson got in on the scoring ac- 
tion for Alabama on its fourth possession 
of the half. The true freshman broke off a 
big 38-yard run early in the second quar- 
ter to move the Crimson Tide into North 


Texas territory, and scored four plays 


ALABAMA 


NORTH TEXAS 


later to increase Bama’s lead to 21-0, 
Ingram, who had 108 total yards in 


the first two quarters, capped off the 


Tide’s touchdown spree in the first half 


with a 29-yard scoring reception. After 
the game, he credited his improving 
offensive line and downfield blocking to 
Alabama’s success on offense. 


“They are improving each and every 


Greg McElroy was nearly flawless 
directing Alabama's offensive attack, 
completing 13 of 15 passes for 176 
yards. He tied Walter Lewis (1983 ver- 
sus Ole Miss) and Danny Woodson 
(1991 versus Vanderbilt) for the school 
record for best completion percentage 
(86.7) in a single game with a minimum 
of 10 completions. 


Mark Barron was one of several stand- 
outs on an Alabama defense that held 
North Texas to 187 yards of total offense. 
Barron, who played his high school ball 
at St. Paul’s in Mobile, Alabama, recorded 
five tackles — including one for a loss of 
10 yards — and two pass breakups. 


Ahead 14-0 and with the ball 
at its own 17-yard line, Alabama 
marched down the field on a five-play, 
83-yard scoring drive that was capped 
by a Trent Richardson one-yard touch- 
down run. It was the Crimson Tide's third 
offensive touchdown only a little over 18 
minutes into the game. 


week and are making excellent strides,” 
said Ingram. “The whole unit is making 
it easy for us to make the reads and hit 
the holes. The receivers are making big 
plays down the field which is opening 
things up for us.” 

Redshirt freshman Star Jackson 
relieved McElroy on Alabama’s next 
possession and drove the Crimson Tide 
to the North Texas 18-yard line right 
before the half, but Bama had to settle 
for a Leigh Tiffin field goal, which put 
the Crimson Tide up 30-0 at intermis- 
sion and all but ended the Mean Green's 
hopes. 

“IT made a couple of mistakes, but we 
will go over it in film and get better,” said 
Jackson, who completed 9 of 13 passes 
for 87 yards. “It was great to get out on 
the field and help the team. I just have to 
continue to work and wait for my time.” 

Defensively, Alabama controlled 
North Texas all afternoon. Defensive 
coordinator Kirby Smart’s crew held the 
Mean Green to 187 yards of total offense 
and just seven points. The Crimson Tide 
D was so dominating that North Texas 
didn’t cross midfield until 3:19 left in the 
third quarter, while Alabama had done so 
with just over 14 minutes left in the first 
quarter. 

Sophomore linebacker Chris Jordan led 
Bama in tackles with six. Terrence Cody, 
Mark Barron, Eryk Anders, Robby Green 
and Nick Gentry added five apiece. 

“Today, we came out and we wanted 
to start early,” said linebacker Dont’a 
Hightower, who recorded two tackles. 
“We haven't been doing it the past 
couple games, so we had to this game. 
We're not just a finish team; we're 


a start and finish team.” 


SCOREBOARD 


1 2 3 
}}NORTHTEXAS 0 O 7 
ALABAMA §=6IGsdGs*d 


First Quarter = 

7:47 UA - Greg McElroy 2 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 13-95 5:52, RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 
UNT 0 - UA7 PASSING YDS (NET) 
2:52 UA - Marquis Maze 34 yd pass from Greg McElroy Passes Att-Comp-Int 


<A hae TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 
(Leigh Tiffin kick), 6-67 2:35, UNT 0 - UA 14 Finis Fghans: Verte 


Punt Returns-Yards 


Second Quarter Kickoff Returns-Yards 


; Se ee Interception Returns-Yards 
11:56 UA - Trent Richardson 1 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 5-83 2:10, Punts (Number-Avg) 


UNT 0 - UA 21 Fumbles-Lost 
3:56 UA - Mark Ingram 29 yd pass from Greg McElroy Penalties-Yards 
(Leigh Tiffin kick failed), 7-68 3:25, UNT 0 - UA 27 Possession Time 


0:00 UA - Leigh Tiffin 35 yd field goal, 11-36 2:08, UNT 0 - UA 30 Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 


° Sacks By: Number-Yards 
Third Quarter ; 


12:26 UA - Mark Ingram 5 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 3-39 0:54, 

UNT 0 - UA 37 

4:29 UA - Terry Grant 1 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 6-33 2:57, 

UNT 0 - UA 44 North Texas 
2:11 UNT - Lance Dunbar 34 yd pass from Nathan Tune James Hamilton 


(Jeremy Knott kick), 5-78 2:18, UNT 7 - UA 44 Cam Montgomery 
Jeremi Mathis 


Nathan Tune 
Fourth Quarter Lance Dunbar 

11:42 UA - Leigh Tiffin 20 yd field goal, 11-37 5:29, UNT 7 - UA 47 ie 3c 
5:59 UA - Terry Grant 9 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick failed), 8-56 3:43, 
UNT 7 - UA 53 Alabama Gain Loss 

Mark Ingram 

Trent Richardson 11 

Terry Grant 19 


Greg McElroy 3 
Demetrius Goode 1 14 


Gain Loss Net 
31 31 
8 0 


8 
7 
6 
3 
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North Texas Att-Cmp-int TD Long Sack 
Nathan Tune 23-16-0 1 34. «(0 


Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 15-13-0 176 2 34 «0 
Star Jackson 13-9-0 87 600 21 0 


Receiving 


North Texas N T Long 
Darius Carey 17 
Jamaal Jackson 
Cam Montgomery 
Lance Dunbar 
Michael Outlaw 
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Alabama 
Marquis Maze 
Mike McCoy 
Mark Ingram 
Terry Grant 
Darius Hanks 
Colin Peek 

Brad Smelley 
Brandon Gibson 
Earl Alexander 
Michael Bowman 
Trent Richardson 


D 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
D 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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RUNNIN 
BACKS 


t was hard to figure that Alabama’s running game could be 


better than a season ago, when Glen Coffee was the work- 
horse and Mark Ingram was the second-string touchdown- 
maker. 

And yet it was. 

As a sophomore, Ingram became the star of stars. True freshman 
Trent Richardson was everything his high school resume said he 
was. Senior Roy Upchurch, as he did in the previous two seasons, 
made scattered and important contributions across the season. 

Heading into the national championship game, Alabama was 
averaging 215.85 rushing yards per game, a 31-yard improvement 
over the 2008 season, 

“We're kind of three-yards-and-a-cloud-of-dust at times,” said 
quarterback Greg McElroy, “but we have the ability to break it 
open.” 

The Tide sure did that. usually at the right times. 

With a game to go, Ingram set the school rushing record with 
1,542 yards. That broke the record of 1,471 set by Bobby Hum- 
phrey in 1986. 

And he was never interested in the big awards, just wins. 

“It's a team sport. I've never seen a football game where one 
person has done everything to win the game,” he said. “It’s not 
my team. It’s all our team.” 

Ingram, pegged as a power back and full of the toughness you 
might expect from a kid from Flint. Mich., proved to more than just 
that. He should have finally shed any preconceived labels when he 
took a screen pass against Florida in the SEC Championship Game 
and sprinted 69 yards down the sideline in an absolute blur. 

With the exception of the Auburn game, he saved his best for 
the biggest games. 

“He’s a fantastic talent.” McElroy said. “Give him time and 
he’s going to break one.” 

While the Tide might not have been the extreme power team it 
was a season ago, Alabama could still control the game with its 
ground game, often in the second half when it was protecting 
a lead and wearing down opponents. 

“| think that Mark has had a phenomenal year,” coach Nick 
Saban said late in the season. 

“He’s been a team guy all year long in terms of knowing that 
all of his success has been because of his teammates and what the 
other players on his team have done offensively to help him be 
successful. But he’s had a phenomenal year because of the hard 
work. And the guy’s a great competitor.” 


DEPTH PERCEPTION: RUNNING BACK 


nor 


reg McElroy passed for a 

career-high 291 yards, Julio 

Jones returned from injury 
to catch a touchdown pass and No. 3 
Alabama’s defense harassed Arkansas 
quarterback Ryan Mallett all afternoon 
on the way to a 35-7 victory in front of a 
sellout crowd of 92,012 at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. 

“That was a good football team we 
played out there today, very good of- 
fensive team,” said coach Nick Saban. 

“I was really pleased with the defensive 
effort out there today. To hold those guys 
to seven points is really good and it was 
a team effort.” 

McElroy continued his efficient play 
in the passing game by completing 17 of 
24 passes for three touchdowns and no 
interceptions. After throwing a second 
quarter pick in the season opener against 
Virginia Tech, the 6-3 junior had not 
thrown one in his last 81 passes. 

“Being efficient is the best compli- 
ment you can have as a quarterback,” 
said McElroy. “The more you take what 
they give you, the more efficient you be- 
come. That’s a tribute to the play-calling 
and your decision making.” 

The game’s first score came courtesy 
of bruising tailback Trent Richardson, 
who had nine carries for 65 yards. A little 
over halfway through the second quarter, 
Richardson got the home team on the 
board when he broke four tackles behind 
the line of scrimmage and raced down 
the right sideline for a 52-yard run to 
paydirt to give Alabama a 7-0 lead. 

On Arkansas’ ensuing possession, the 
Crimson Tide defense smothered Mallett 
and the Razorback offense, forcing a 
Dylan Breeding punt. After an 18-yard 


ALABAMA 
ARKANSAS 


return by Javier Arenas gave Alabama 
great field position at the 50-yard line, 


offensive coordinator Jim McElwain got 


creative in the play-calling on the drive’s 


first play. 

Mark Ingram took the direct snap 
from center in the “Wildcat” formation, 
handed off to Terry Grant, who then 


handed off to McElroy. McElroy then 


Greg McElroy continued his red-hot 
play by completing 17 of 24 passes for 
291 yards and three touchdowns against 
Arkansas. The junior from Southlake, 
Texas connected on scoring strikes of 
50, 80 and 14 yards en route to leading 
Alabama to 18 first downs and 425 yards 
of total offense. 


Senior Javier Arenas wreaked havoc on 
Arkansas’ defense the entire game from 
his cornerback position. Arenas sacked 
quarterback Ryan Mallett two times and 
recorded five tackles, including three for 
loss, to pace a dominating defensive effort 
by the Crimson Tide. It was the first multi- 
sack game of Arenas’ career. 


vi 


On Arkansas’ ensuing possession af- 
ter Alabama went ahead 21-7, Lorenzo 
Washington blocked a Dylan Breeding 
punt and the Crimson Tide took over at 
the Razorback 36-yard line. Five plays 
later Mark Ingram dashed into the end 
zone on a 14-yard screen pass to in- 
crease Alabama’s lead to an insurmount- 
able 28-7. 


aired a deep ball out to a wide 
open Jones streaking down the middle 
of the field. Although the pass was a 
little under-thrown, Jones came back to 
the ball, made the catch and shook off a 
defender before finding the end zone. 
It was Jones’ first touchdown grab of the 
year and it gave Alabama a 14-0 lead 
— which stood up until halftime. 
Arkansas cut Alabama’s lead to 14-7 
on its first possession in the third quarter 
when Mallett hooked up with receiver 
Greg Childs on an 18-yard touchdown 
strike. It was the one bright spot for 
Mallett and an Arkansas offense that was 
held to 254 yards of total offense and 
yielded three sacks. 
said Mallett, 
who completed 12 of 35 passes for 160 


“We just didn’t execute,” 


yards and a pick. “That hurt us and you 
can see that throughout the whole game. 
We have to execute.” 

With the score 14-7. Alabama went for 
the dagger on its next possession. After a 
Grant kickoff return set the Crimson Tide 
up with a first-and-10 at its own 20-yard 
line, McElroy connected with Marquis 
Maze on an 80-yard touchdown pass. 

It yanked momentum from the Razor- 
backs and upped Bama’s lead to 21-7. 

“The passing game has been going 
great,” said Maze, who had two grabs 
for 88 yards. * 
hounding for the ball. Greg (McElroy) 


has done a great job on finding the open 


We have guys who are 


guy and making plays.” 

Ingram, who accounted for two TDs 
and 71 total yards, scored the game's 
final two touchdowns to put the finish- 
ing touches on the Crimson Tide’s first 
SEC (1-0) win of the season and fourth 
straight to begin the ‘09 campaign, 


SCOREBOARD 
| ] 2 4 
| ARKANSAS =O 


ALABAMA 0 IA Ih 


Second Quarter 


9:30 UA - Trent Richardson 52 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 6-86 3:14, 
ARO -UA7 

06:55 UA - Julio Jones 50 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Leigh Tiffin kick), 1-50 0:10, AR 0 - UA 14 


Third Quarter 


10:45 AR - Greg Childs 18 yd pass from Ryan Mallett (Alex Tejada kick), 
5-55 2:17, AR 7 - UA 14 

10:25 UA - Marquis Maze 80 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Leigh Tiffin kick), 1-80 0:20, AR 7 - UA 21 

5:53 UA - Mark Ingram 14 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Leigh Tiffin kick), 5-35 2:28, AR 7 - UA 28 


Fourth Quarter 


13:12 UA - Mark Ingram 2 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 13-99 6:28, 
AR7 -UA35 


Photo by A.D. Moore 


FIRST DOWNS 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 
PASSING YDS (NET) 
Passes Att-Comp-int 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 
Fumble Returns-Yards 
Punt Returns-Yards 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 
Interception Returns-Yards 
Punts (Number-Avg) 
Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Possession Time 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 


Arkansas Gain Loss Net 
Michael Smith 63 

Ronnie Wingo, Jr. 16 

Broderick Green 10 

Knile Davis 6 

Dennis Johnson 5 

Dylan Breeding 1 

Ryan Mallett 0 

Alabama Gain Loss 
Trent Richardson 

Mark Ingram 

Terry Grant 

Greg McElroy 


Arkansas Yds 
Ryan Mallett 


Tyler Wilson 


Att-Cmp-int 
35-12-1 


TD Long Sack 
160 1 25 «3 
6-4-0 Sie ll if 


Alabama 
Greg McElroy 


Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
24-17-0 291 3 80 1 


Arkansas N 
Joe Adams 

Greg Childs 

D.J. Williams 

Jarius Wright 

Broderick Green 

Cobi Hamilton 

Knile Davis 
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Alabama 

Roy Upchurch 
Mark Ingram 
Marquis Maze 
Julio Jones 
Colin Peek 

Trent Richardson 
Darius Hanks 
Terry Grant 
Preston Dial 
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ehind a big day rushing from 

Mark Ingram and an All-Amer- 

ican-caliber performance on 
defense from Rolando McClain, No. 3 
Alabama fended off a scrappy Kentucky 
squad for a 38-20 victory on a windy day 
in Lexington. 

The win pushed the Crimson Tide’s 
record to 5-0 on the season and 2-0 in the 
conference. It also improved Alabama’s 
all-time record against the Wildcats to 
35-2-1 and to 181-115-5 in 301 televised 
games. 

“That was really a tough game,” said 
Nick Saban. 
out there and I’m talking about Ken- 


“They were really physical 


tucky. They did a good job of running 
the ball against us. The first quarter was 
really tough. We decided to take the ball 
so we could guarantee that we would 
have the wind in the fourth quarter which 
could have been a factor if the game got 
any closer. I think the turnovers were 
areal key for us defensively. I think 

that was probably the difference in the 
game.” 

Ingram, who had 140 yards rushing, 
put Alabama up 7-0 on the game’s first 
possession when he scored on an | l-yard 
run. The play was set up by a 60-yard 
kickoff return by Javier Arenas to the 
Kentucky 37-yard line. 

Kentucky answered the Crimson 
Tide’s score when Lones Seiber con- 
nected on a 49-yard field goal with 6:32 
remaining in the first quarter to cut the 
lead to 7- 
another 49-yarder on the Wildcats’ next 


3. Seiber would also tack on 


possession to trim Alabama’s lead to 7-6. 
After swapping possessions twice 
in the second quarter, Alabama finally 


extended its lead by going on a game- 


ALABAMA 
KENTUCKY 


changing 13-play, 97-yard scoring drive 
that resulted in a Colin Peek touchdown 
reception, which put the Crimson Tide 
up 14-6. The momentum-shifting scoring 
march was keyed by a huge 21-yard 
third down catch by Peek, who had a 
game-high six receptions, The key grab 
kept the drive alive with Alabama pinned 


deep in its own territory. 


Tailback Mark Ingram carried the ball 
22 times for 140 yards and two touch- 
downs in Alabama’s win over Kentucky. 
Ingram, who has only fumbled one time 
(at LSU in 2008) in his collegiate career, 
has now scored a touchdown in 14 of his 
19 games in a Crimson Tide uniform. 


Middle linebacker Rolando McClain 
was all over the field defensively for the 
Crimson Tide against the Wildcats. The 
6-4, 258-pound junior from Decatur, Ala- 
bama recorded a team-high 12 tackles 
(eight solo), one forced fumble, a pass 
deflection — which was picked off by 
Eryk Anders — an interception and 
a quarterback hurry. 


With Alabama ahead 14-6 with 40 sec- 
onds remaining in the first half, Kentucky's 
Derrick Locke fumbled at the Wildcats 
47-yard line after Rolando McClain jarred 
the ball free. Courtney Upshaw scooped 
up the loose ball and returned it 45 yards 
for a touchdown to put Alabama up 21-6 
right before the break. 


“Well I think that was the turning 
point in the game,” said Saban about the 
drive. “Hitting the tight end down the 
middle was a big play on third down and 
that got us started and gave Greg some 
confidence. He threw the ball effectively 
on that drive and that’s what we needed 
to do the whole game.” 

Alabama's defense would get in on the 
scoring on Kentucky's ensuing posses- 
sion when Rolando McClain knocked 
the ball loose from Derrick Locke with 
under a minute to play in the second 
quarter. The ball was scooped up by 
defensive end Lorenzo Washington 
and returned 45 yards for a touchdown, 
which put Alabama up 21-6. It was one 
of four turnovers on the day caused by 
Alabama's defense and one of three 
turnovers either forced or caused by 
McClain, who finished with 12 tackles. 

“Most guys don’t have linebackers 
that are 258 and run like that,” said 
Kentucky coach Rich Brooks about 
McClain. “ 
I know they took a blow when they lost 
(Dont’a) Hightower, but it looks like 


He’s a big-time player and 


McClain took up the slack for him a little 
bit. He’s a man-child out there. He’s a 
great football player. He'll be playing on 
Sundays, along with some of those guys 
around him.” 

Moments after Alabama went up 28-6 
on a third quarter scoring run by In- 
gram, McClain tipped a Mike Hartline 
pass in the direction of a few team- 
mates. While the ball was in mid-air, 
linebacker Eryk Anders reached out and 
pulled it in for the interception. It led to 
a 36-yard field goal from Leigh Tiffin 
and a 31-6 Bama lead. 

It was all the scoring Alabama needed. 


SCOREBOARD 


I 2 3 4 T 
ALABAMA 7 & WT O 38 
KENTUCKY 6 0 7 7 20 


14:03 UA - Mark Ingram 11 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 3-37 0:57, 
UA7 - UKO 

6:32 UK - Lones Seiber 49 yd field goal, 10-36 4:36, UA 7 - UK3 
0:00 UK - Lones Seiber 49 yd field goal, 14-38 5:28, UA 7 - UK 6 


Second Quarter 


0:40 UA - Colin Peek 3 yd pass from Greg McElroy (Leigh Tiffin kick), 
13-97 6:50, UA 14 - UK6 

0:21 UA - Courtney Upshaw 45 yd fumble recovery (Leigh Tiffin kick), 
UA 21 - UK6 


13:43 UA - Mark Ingram 32 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 2-38 0:45, 
UA 28 - UK 6 

10:18 UA - Leigh Tiffin 36 yd field goal, 6-29 2:17, UA 31 - UK6 
9:36 UK - Randall Cobb 45 yd pass from Mike Hartline 

(Lones Seiber kick), 3-55 0:34, UA 31 - UK 13 

3:45 UA - Darius Hanks 7 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Leigh Tiffin kick), 13-76 5:44, UA 38 - UK 13 


Fourth Quarter 


12:52 UK - Alfonso Smith 2 yd run (Lones Seiber kick), 16-65 5:47, 
UA 38 - UK 20 


Photo by Mark Zerof-US PRESSWIRE 


FIRST DOWNS 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 
PASSING YDS (NET) 
Passes Att-Comp-int 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 
Fumble Returns-Yards 
Punt Returns-Yards 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 
Interception Returns-Yards 
Punts (Number-Avg) 
Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Possession Time 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 


Alabama Gain Loss Net 
Mark Ingram 

Trent Richardson 

P.J. Fitzgerald 

Roy Upchurch 

Greg McElroy 

Marquis Maze 


Kentucky Gain Loss Net 
Derrick Locke 10 
Alfonso Smith 

Randall Cobb 

Moncell Allen 

John Conner 

Mike Hartline 


Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 26-15-0 148 «2 271 
Kentucky Yds 
Mike Hartline 
Randall Cobb 


Receiving 


Alabama No. T 
Colin Peek 

Darius Hanks 

Julio Jones 

Roy Upchurch 

Earl Alexander 

Trent Richardson 

Mark Ingram 


Att-Cmp-Int 
31-17-3 


TD Long Sack 
168 #1 45 2 
1-0-0 Ole 0 0 


ooooc+-+-0 


Kentucky 
Derrick Locke 
Randall Cobb 
Kyrus Lanxter 
Moncell Allen 
Chris Matthews 
John Conner 
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RECEIVERS 


here in the world was Julio Jones? 
The sophomore didn’t make the launch into 
superstar status, as his big freshman season — and 
his abundant size and talent — indicated could happen. Part of 
that was because of a knee injury suffered in the second game 
that would limit his productivity for a while. 

And would you believe that could be a good thing for 
Bama? 

While Jones had a grand total of 13 catches through seven 
games, first-year starting quarterback Greg McElroy had eyes 
for other receivers, including the super speedy Marquis Maze, 
who boasted in the spring he was the team’s fastest player after 
beating running back Terry Grant in a sprint. 

McElroy worked running back Mark Ingram into the passing 
game, too, and tight end Colin Peek — a weapon who wasn’t 
around in 2008 as he sat out following a transfer from Georgia 
Tech — became a dependable pass-catcher. Throw in a little 
Darius Hanks at wideout, too. 

When Jones finally started feeling like the old Jones again 
around midseason, Alabama had a spread-the-wealth unit that 
just made the offense that much more dangerous, that much 
better. 

“Julio has been a great team player all year,” coach Nick 
Saban said late in the regular season. 

“Just because you do what you're supposed to do all the 
time, that doesn’t necessarily mean you're always going to 
have success. You have to believe that’s going to give you the 
best opportunity to have success, and that doing your best all 
the time is going to enhance you to be able to take advantage 
of your opportunities when they come.” 

Those opportunities came for Jones late in the season. 

He had a 73-yard catch-and-run for the go-ahead fourth- 
quarter score against LSU. He had a 48-yard touchdown grab 
against Mississippi State, and another TD catch against Chat- 
tanooga. 

Most importantly, he had nine catches for 83 yards against 
Auburn, including four catches for 33 yards on the game-win- 
ning drive. All four of those receptions went for first downs. 

“In critical third-down situations, to have a guy that can 


do all things, makes you a complete receiver,” Saban said. 


“T certainly think Julio is a complete receiver, in terms of his 
ability to get down the field, as well as intermediate and short 
crossing patterns.” 

Through it all, Jones ended up leading the team in recep- 
tions and re-established himself as the team’s most-feared re- 


ceiver, even though his supporting cast was better this season. 
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labama’s defense forced five 

turnovers and senior kicker 

Leigh Tiffin made all five of 
his field goal attempts to propel the 
No. 3 ranked Crimson Tide to a con- 
vincing 22-3 win over SEC West foe 
Ole Miss in Oxford. 

With the win, Alabama improved to 
2-0 in the SEC West and extended its 
current winning streak over Ole Miss to 
six games. Coach Nick Saban also tied 
former Tide coaches Xen Scott and Bill 
Curry for fourth-most wins (25-8) by 
a coach in his first 33 games with the 
victory. 

“We've got a good team,” said Saban 
when asked if the °09 team is as good 
as the "08 squad. “Our guys play hard 
and play together. I think there are a lot 


of things we can improve on. Can we 


stay focused on doing the things that we 


need to do to improve, to be as good as 
we can be? We cannot get complacent 
because that is the key to the drill.” 

Alabama's defense was the story of 
the game for the first two quarters — 
and the entire game. The Crimson Tide 
held Ole Miss to just one first down and 
19 total yards in the opening half and 
hit Rebel quarterback Jevan Snead on 
almost every snap. 

Javier Arenas, who finished the game 
with five tackles and an interception, 
could tell the hits were taking their toll 
on Ole Miss* quarterback early in the 
contest. 

“Yes you could tell by some of the 
passes he was throwing,” said Arenas. 
“We know what type of quarterback 
he is, and we know what he is capable 
of. We were trying to get some hits 
on him and get him rattled. We could 
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ALABAMA 
OLE MISS 


tell the difference in passing decision- 
making.” 

With Alabama’s defense control- 
ling Ole Miss’ offense, the Crimson 
Tide relied on a steady dose of Mark 
Ingram and Tiffin to score points. 
Ingram banged and battered the Rebel 
defense to the beat of 172 yards and a 


touchdown via the ground, but it was 


Mark Ingram was the centerpiece 
of Alabama's offensive attack against 
a stingy Ole Miss defense. The 5-10, 
215-pound battering ram gashed the 
Rebels for 172 yards and a touchdown 
on 28 carries en route to his second con- 
secutive 100-yard rushing day. Through 
six games, Ingram’s rushing total was 
660 yards. 


Although Rolando McClain recorded 
seven tackles and a pick, Corey Reamer 
made the biggest impact on Alabama’s 
defensive unit against the Rebels. The 
6-4, 234-pound Hoover, Alabama native 
recorded four tackles, a forced fumble, 
a fumble recovery, a blocked punt and 
a quarterback hurry to pace the Crimson 
Tide defense. 


Shortly after Alabama went ahead 9-0 
on a Leigh Tiffin field goal, Kirby Smart’s 
defense forced a three-and-out with 2:49 
left to go until halftime. Five plays later, In- 
gram burst through the left side of Bama’s 
Offensive line for a 36-yard touchdown 
run to give the Tide a 16-0 lead. 
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Tiffin who always seemed to be the 
one capitalizing on time-consuming 
Alabama drives. 

Tiffin connected on field goals of 


25, 21 and 22 yards in the first half to 


help give Alabama a 16-0 halftime lead, 


and added kicks of 21 and 31 yards in 
the second half to come just one shy of 
legendary Tide kicker Philip Doyle's 
record of six field goals against South- 
western Louisiana on Oct. 6, 1990. 

All total on the day, Alabama con- 
trolled the time of possession for over 
38:19 compared to 21:41 for the Rebels 
and out-gained the home team 354 
total yards to 197. Ole Miss ended the 
afternoon with just three points — the 
lowest total by a Rebel team since it 
lost 37-0 to Bama in Tuscaloosa on 
Oct. 19, 1996. 

Defensively, Rolando McClain 
(seven tackles and an interception), 
Kareem Jackson (79-yard interception 


return), Cory Reamer (blocked punt), 


Justin Woodall (four tackles and a pick), 


Mark Barron (two pass breakups) and 
Eryk Anders (15-yard sack) were all 
standouts on a Bama defense that was 
simply stifling. 

“We only gave up three points in the 
game,” said Saban. “The turnovers were 
huge in the game. The defense getting 
five turnovers today was probably the 
difference in the game relative to field 
position. Mark Ingram did a great job 
of gaining 100 yards against a very 
good defensive team. Leigh Tiffin was 
perfect on the field goals and did a good 
job kicking off. This is probably the 
most complete team win we've had all 
year. I’m pleased and happy for our 
players.” 
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|i First Quarter 


2:46 UA - Leigh Tiffin 25 yd field goal, 12-58 4:01, UA 3 - UM0 


5:57 UA - Leigh Tiffin 21 yd field goal, 7-22 2:27, UA 6 - UM0 
3:56 UA - Leigh Tiffin 22 yd field goal, 4-1 1:00, UA 9 - UM0 
0:55 UA - Mark Ingram 36 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 6-61 2:49, 


UA 16 - UM0 


Third Quarter 


7:49 UM - Joshua Shene 25 yd field goal, 10-60 4:02, UA 16 - UM 3 
1:14 UA - Leigh Tiffin 21 yd field goal, 9-36 4:49, UA 19 - UM 3 


Fourth Quarter 


10:54 UA - Leigh Tiffin 31 yd field goal, 4-8 2:08, UA 22 - UM 3 
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FIRST DOWNS 17 12 “tis 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 41-200 24-57 M4 
PASSING YDS (NET) 154 140 yi 
Passes Att-Comp-Int 35-16-0 34-11-4 } 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 76-354 58-197 : 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 ~ a 
Punt Returns-Yards 3-5 3-32 ‘ al 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 2-40 6-149 = 
Interception Returns-Yards 4-79 0-0 
Punts (Number-Avg) 6-40.8 6-38.0 ‘ 
Fumbles-Lost 2-1 3-1 ) 
Penalties-Yards 4-30 4-16 Pa | 
Possession Time 38:19 21:41 : 
Third-Down Conversions 4 of 20 0 of 10 
Fourth-Down Conversions 4 of 4 1 of 2 Loa 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 5-6 1-2 A, 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 1-15 2-14 ' 
| it 
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| 
Alabama No Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg a 
Mark Ingram 28 173 Pe WZ 1 36. GT 
Trent Richardson Ch A SO OS aie a y 
Greg McElroy 4 5. «12> OL 8 80 |! 
7 
Ole Miss No Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg | 
Jevan Snead 5 44 15 29 0 17 58 
Dexter McCluster Gee OS Oe oO on 255 h 
Brandon Bolden 10 20 9 1 #0 8 11 I 
Enrique Davis 2 7 0 Gen0LA 335 : {| 1} 
Cordera Eason 1 0 5 5 0 0 -5.0 
Po ae =) | | 
i 
Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 34-15-0 147 +0 16 2 > 
P.J. Fitzgerald 1-1-0 L260 fae), 
| 
Ole Miss Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack r 1 
Jevan Snead 34-11-4 140 0 32. : | - 
In 
Alabama No. Yds TD Long Ne 
Marquis Maze 4 48 0 16 J 
Julio Jones 4 42 0 14 =) 
Colin Peek 3 32 0 14 / 
Mark Ingram 3 16 0 13 
Trent Richardson 1 9 0 9 ; : ‘ 
Mark Barron 1 7 0 7 F 
Ty 
Ole Miss No. Yds TD Long | 
Brandon Bolden 4 76 0 32 { 
Dexter McCluster 3 22 0 13 
Shay Hodge 2 21 0 13 
Markeith Summers 1 13 0 13 
Lionel Breaux 1 8 0 8 : 
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t was hard to shake the memory of the 2009 Sugar Bowl. 


Alabama’s star left tackle Andre Smith was suspended for the 
game, and his replacement, guard Mike Johnson, limped off 
early during the game. 

A twice-reshuffled line was a mess. Utah’s pass rush over- 
whelmed the Tide, recording eight sacks. 

Was the Alabama line that fragile? How could it hold up in 
2009 without Smith, stalwart center Antoine Caldwell, and an- 
other starter? 

When the 2009 season opened against always-defensively 
sound Virginia Tech, offensive line coach Joe Pendry trotted out 
three first-time starters on his unit. This was, rightly, cause for 
concern. And all the linemen knew it. 

“I don’t know if it was as much of a motivating factor as much 
as we just knew that we had to come to work,” said Johnson, 
who earned All-American honors this season. * 
motivational about it. 

“In order for this football team to be successful we knew that 
we had to come to play and get better. We just put in that much 
effort in the offseason, and we came together.” 

And stayed together. 


One of the hidden secrets to Alabama’s success is that the same 


five guys started every game in the same spot, all the way to the 
resounding victory over Florida in the SEC Championship Game. 
That kind of stability is gold, especially for a team like the Tide, 
which specializes in using its force to pound teams into submis- 
sion in the second half. 

“Things just kind of fell into place for that group,” coach Nick 
Saban said. 

“The guys that had an opportunity took advantage of it, and 
they have done a really, really good job as a group. I think Mike 
Johnson’s leadership has contributed to that sort of steady im- 
provement.” 

Johnson is the veteran leader from his left guard spot. Drew 
Davis started at right tackle for the second consecutive season. 
Two youngsters — Williams Vlachos at center, and Barrett Jones 
at right guard — moved up to the first string. Junior college trans- 
fer James Carpenter ended up being a huge signee, sliding into 
the left tackle spot from day one. 

With more zone-blocking schemes this season, Alabama aver- 
aged 
The Tide gave up 1.15 sacks per game through the SEC Champi- 
onship Game after yielding 1.8 in 2008. 

So much for those growing pains. 


5.1 yards per carry after averaging 4.6 yards a season earlier. 


It wasn’t anything | 
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ALABAMA 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


t turned out to be the Mark Ingram 

show as Alabama went to 7-0 with 

a 20-6 win over South Carolina. 
The sophomore running back from Flint, 
Michigan set a record for the most yards 
rushing by an Alabama back in Bryant- 
Denny Stadium with 246 yards on 24 
carries. He scored one touchdown and 
also caught two passes for 23 yards for 
an impresive 269 yards in total offense. 

It’s a good thing he did, for the rest of 
the offense came off the foot of Leigh 
Tiffin, who booted field goals of 25 and 
35 yards. The Alabama defense also 
added a touchdown when Mark Barron 
picked off a pass and returned it 77 yards 
for a score. 

Ingram came up big on the final 
drive of the game, carrying the ball six 
consecutive carries and moving the ball 
68 yards for what proved to be a game- 
clinching touchdown, Ingram polished 
off the drive with a four-yard touch- 
down run with just under five minutes 
to play. 

“That drive was probably the best 
drive we had all game as an offense.” 
“We struggled a bit but 
when the time came, we came through 


said Ingram, 


in the clutch. There were times where 
I thought about coming out. but I stayed 
with it.” 

As Ingram kept flinging himself into 
the heart of the South Carolina defensive 
line, he kept finding holes opened by his 
Crimson Tide offensive linemen. 

“He’s a hard worker and a great foot- 
ball player,” said offensive lineman Mike 
Johnson. “As an offensive line, we're 
lucky to be blocking for him.” 

Alabama coach Nick Saban was not 
only pleased with Ingram’s performance, 
but he pointed out the work of the 
offensive line as well. 

“Mark Ingram was fantastic, 246 


rushing yards with over 10 yards a carry, 
best performance ever in Bryant-Denny 

Stadium,” 
line must've been doing a pretty good 


said Saban. “The offensive 
job too against a pretty good defense, but 
the guy ran with tremendous passion and 
heart and did a wonderful job out there, 
scored a touchdown. 

“T can tell you, if we had guys that 
could play like that, the sky would be the 


Mark Ingram had a record-setting day 
by running for 246 yards on 24 carries 
and catching two passes for 23 yards 
for a total of 269 yards in total offense. 
He scored one touchdown on a four-yard 
run late in the game to give the Tide 
a 20-6 lead. 


Mark Barron led the defense with eight 
tackles, a pass breakup and an intercep- 
tion. His interception came in the open- 
ing minutes of the game and he returned 
it 77 yards for a touchdown. This was 
the second consecutive game in which 
the Alabama defense did not give up 
a touchdown. 


Just a minute into the game, sopho- 
more cornerback Mark Barron picked off 
Stephen Garcia's first pass and returned 
it 77 yards for a touchdown, It gave Ala- 
bama a lead it would never surrender 
on a day the offense struggled and only 
managed two field goals and a touch- 
down. 


limit in terms of heart and character that 
he plays with.” 

The Alabama defense played with 
a lot of character the entire day in hold- 
ing South Carolina’s offense to just two 
field goals. It was the second straight 
game the Alabama defense did not give 
up a touchdown, The defense also put 
the first points on the board when Barron 
picked off a Stephen Garcia pass and 
returned it 77 yards for a touchdown just 
a minute into the game. 

“He threw the pass right to me,” said 
When I got the ball, all T saw 
was the end zone, I wasn’t going to 


Barron. * 


stop until I got in there. I think that play 
helped to set the tone for the game. The 
defense played great the entire night.” 

The Gamecocks never got over Bar- 
ron’s touchdown. 

“I don’t know how well we recovered 
from it,” said Garcia. “We only scored 
six points the whole game, so | wouldn't 
call that recovering. You just have to 
forget plays like that.” 

But the Gamecocks did not forget it 
and the Tide defense made sure of it by 
holding the Gamecocks to just 64 yards 
rushing and 214 yards passing. 

Despite the win, Saban was concerned 
about some areas of his team that needed 
work. 

“The absence of explosive plays in the 
passing game, the inability for us to throw 
the ball effectively in the last two games 
is something that we definitely need to get 
corrected,” said the Tide coach. 

“We've got to get back and get our 
confidence in what we're doing and 
where we're going with the ball and get 
comfortable in the pocket and get the 
timing back in terms of what has been 
very successful for us in the past and its 
something that we're going to need in 
the future.” 


SCOREBOARD 


1 2 
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ALABAMA = 10 0 


" 4 sc UA 
First Quarter FIRST DOWNS 19 17 


13:58 UA - Mark Barron 77 yd interception return (Leigh Tiffin kick), RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 27-64 38-264 

SC 0-UA7 PASSING YDS (NET) 214 92 
2:13 UA - Leigh Tiffin 25 yd field goal, 7-31 3:21, SC 0 - UA 10 Passes Att-Comp-Int 46-20-1 20-10-2 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 73-278 58-356 

Second Quarter Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 

| HN) 3:14 SC - Spencer Lanning 22 yd field goal, 10-63 2:38, SC 3 - UA 10 bilan deladicebea Fah a 
| 0:56 UA - Leigh Tiffin 35 yd field goal, 7-62 2:18, SC 3 - UA 13 Interception Returns-Yards 9-24 1-77 
0:00 SC - Spencer Lanning 31 yd field goal, 8-45 0:56, SC 6 - UA 13 Punts (Number-Avg) 7-44.0 3-45.3 
Fumbles-Lost 1-1 2-2 

ul Fourth Quarter Penalties-Yards 5-60 10-113 
Possession Time 31:43 28:17 

4:54 UA - Mark Ingram 4 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 6-68 3:01, Third-Down Conversions 9 of 19 3 of 10 

SC 6 - UA 20 Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 1 0 of 0 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 2-3 3-3 

Sacks By: Number-Yards 1-5 5-26 
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South Carolina No Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
Kenny Miles 15 45 5 40 0 2. 27 
Stephen Garcia 9 45 26 1S Os 2 2a 
Moe Brown 1 6 0 6 6 60 
Brian Maddox 2. 0 1 =) 20» «0) -055 
Alabama No Gain Loss Net TD Lg Avg 
Mark Ingram 24 248 2 246 +41 54 10.2 
Roy Upchurch A at 0 Tie Aken Gy 
Trent Richardson 5 21 8 iy 0 4 26 
Greg McElroy 2 6 5 Ol Von etO!5 
Marquis Maze 1 0 2 2 0 QO -2.0 


South Carolina Att-Cmp-Int Yds 
Stephen Garcia 46-20-1 214 
Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds 


Greg McElroy 20-10-2 92 


Receiving 


South Carolina No. Yds 
Jason Barnes 6 46 
Alshon Jeffery 4 83 
Kenny Miles 4 28 
Weslye Saunders 3 38 
Patrick DiMarco 1 8 
Moe Brown 1 8 
D.L. Moore 1 3 
Alabama No. Yds 
Mark Ingram 2 23 
Colin Peek 2 21 
Marquis Maze 2 19 
Roy Upchurch 2 18 
Trent Richardson 2 11 
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DEFENSIVE 
LINE 


he statistics say it all about Alabama’s defense this season. 

Nobody ran for 100 yards against the Crimson Tide. 

Teams only averaged 77.1 yards per game rushing. Ala- 
bama posted 31 sacks for a loss of 251 yards and almost as telling 
is that Alabama had 79 quarterback hurries, plays that didn’t 
result in sacks, but frequently resulted in poorly thrown passes 
and incompletions. 

So it goes without saying that Alabama’s defensive front had 
an outstanding year. The big guys up front of the defensive line 
cleared out blockers, allowing Alabama’s linebackers to make 
tackles. 

Oh yes, there was one other stat that needs to be mentioned. 
Alabama had four blocked kicks this year, three by the front guys 
— one by Lorenzo Washington and two very important blocked 
field goal attempts by Terrence Cody, to save the win over Ten- 
nessee. 

Never was the play of the defensive line more evident than in 
the SEC Championship Game when the front guys made life mis- 
erable for Florida quarterback Tim Tebow. Alabama held Tebow 
to 63 yards rushing and just one touchdown pass. The Crimson 
Tide never sacked the Gator quarterback, but they hurried him 
14 times, intercepted him once and forced 15 incomplete passes. 

The pass rush, particularly from the defensive line, was a big 
part of the story. 

“When we pushed the pocket with five guys, we did a good job 
with pressure, whether we got the sacks or not,” said Nick Saban. 
“The goal was to make Tim throw the ball from the pocket, not let 
him run.” 

The defensive front often gets overlooked while the linebackers 
and defensive backs run up the big stats, but that changes when 
somebody makes a game-saving play like Cody did in blocking 
the field goal attempts against Tennessee. 

“Cody and Marcell Dareus are very, very good at pushing 
inside and when we do the max block, they’re both together,” 
said Saban. “That was a fantastic effort on their part. I think great 
teams have great players that can make great plays in critical 
situations in the game and I think we had a couple of defensive 
lineman that made some huge plays.” 

The defensive front has been doing that sort of thing all season 
long and that’s why Alabama is ranked No. | in the nation and 
will play for the national championship. 
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he Alabama-Tennessee rivalry 
is one of college football's best. 
When they 


game is usually an epic struggle. This 


get together, the 


one was no different. Both defenses 
battled from the opening kickoff to the 
final play, a play that will forever be 
remembered in Crimson Tide lore as 
“The Block.” 

For 58 minutes and 41 seconds. nei- 
ther team could put a touchdown on the 
board. The only scoring had come from 
Leigh Tiffin field goals of 38, 50, 22 
and 49 yards, while Daniel Lincoln had 
given the Vols their only points with a 
24-yard field goal in the second quarter. 

But with Alabama leading 12-3 and 
3:29 left in the game, Tennessee forced 
a Mark Ingram fumble that the Vols 
recovered at the Alabama 43-yard line. 
They drove to the Alabama | l-yard line 
where Jonathan Crompton hit Gerald 
Jones with a touchdown pass that pulled 
the Vols to within 12-10, They then 
recovered an onsides kick at the Tennes- 
see 41-yard line. A 23-yard Crompton 
to Luke Stocker pass put Tennessee at 
the Alabama 27. After a run lost a yard, 
Lincoln came on to try and win the 
game with a 44-yard field goal. 

“T just knew we had to make a play. 

I had to make a play. We couldn’t wait 
on anybody else to make a play,” said 
Alabama nose tackle Terrence Cody. 
“If they would have made the field goal, 
it would’ ve been a tight game or they 
would’ ve won it, so | dug down dese 
and told myself I was about to block it. 
The ball snapped: I got a good jump off 
the line, pushed the guy back and just 
stuck my arm up.” 


Lincoln's kick never had a chance. 


ALABAMA 
TENNESSEE 


Cody, who had blocked an earlier at- 


tempt by Lincoln, got a great push at the 


snap and stuck up his hand and swatted 
the kick away saving the game and the 
undefeated season. 

“Cody and Marcell Dareus are very, 
very good at pushing inside and when 
we do the max block, they're both 


together, That was a fantastic effort on 


Senior placekicker Leigh Tiffin scored 
all of the Crimson Tide’s points by kicking 
four field goals. He hit from 38, 50 and 22 
yards in the first half for a 9-3 lead, but 
it was his 49-yarder in the fourth quarter 
that proved to be the winning points. 


Senior Javier Arenas led the Alabama 
defense with 14 tackles, including 41 
tackles for losses of 31 yards. He also 
had a quarterback hurry and a sack for a 
loss of 12 yards. Alabama’s defense held 
Tennessee out of the end zone until the 
Vols scored a touchdown with 1:19 left. 


After cutting Alabama's lead to 
12-10 with 1:19 left, Tennessee recov- 
ered an onsides kick and moved to the 
Tide 28-yard line with four seconds re- 
maining. Daniel Lincoln came on to at- 
tempt a 44-yard field goal for the win, 
but Terrence Cody got through the line 
and blocked it. 


their part,” said coach Nick Saban. 

The block set off a wild celebration 
on the field as Alabama ran its record to 
8-0 on the season, 

“T think great teams have great play- 
ers that can make great plays in critical 
situations in the game and I think we 
had a couple of defensive lineman that 
made some huge plays,” Saban said. 
“Don’t forget that Leigh Tiffin made 
two 50-yard field goals, which were 
huge plays. We had the wind to our ad- 
vantage in the fourth quarter, and he did 
a great job of hitting both of those. 

“It’s a great win for our team and 
I’m so proud of our players. We had 
some guys make some huge plays out 
there today, but I think there are more 
plays out there for us to make and that’s 
something we need to work on,” said 
Saban. 

“For the whole team, this was a big 
win,” said Cody. “We knew they were 
a tough team. They have real good 
players over there and a good coach- 
ing staff. We knew we had to come in 
strong and it was going to be tough. 
We had to grind all day.” 

“It was a great win,” said safety 
Mark Barron, who had an interception. 

“That's 


of something like that. It’s a great feel- 


the second time I’ve been a part 


ing anytime you win a game.” 

Javier Arenas led the defense with 
14 tackles, including 4% tackles for 
losses of 31 yards. He also had a quar- 
terback hurry and a sack for a loss of 
12 yards, 

“It is Alabama against Tennessee. 

It is one of our biggest rivalries. It was 
definitely a smash mouth game,” said 
offensive lineman William Vlachos. 


| SCOREBOARD 
3 4 

Se i0; | 21.118 

ce FL 


First Quarter FIRST DOWNS 
1:22 UA - Leigh Tiffin 38 yd field goal, 10-49 3:24, UT 0- UA3 RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 
PASSING YDS (NET) 


Second Quarter Passes Att-Comp-Int 


aa : TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 
11:38 UT - Daniel Lincoln 24 yd field goal, 11-63 4:44, UT 3- UA3 Fumble Returns-Yards 


7:54 UA - Leigh Tiffin 50 yd field goal, 8-22 3:44, UT 3 - UA6 Punt Returns-Yards 
1:11 UA - Leigh Tiffin 22 yd field goal, 13-64 5:36, UT 3 - UA9 Kickoff Returns-Yards 
Interception Returns-Yards 
Fourth Quarter Sd eheey Avg) 
6:31 UA - Leigh Tiffin 49 yd field goal, 7-31 4:02, UT 3 - UA 12 Penalties-Yards 
1:19 UT - Gerald Jones 11 yd pass from Jonathan Crompton Possession Time 


ce P ; : Third-Down Conversions 
(Daniel Lincoln kick), 8-43 2:10, UT 10 - UA 12 Fourth<Downh Conversions 


Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 


Tennessee No Gain Loss Net T 
Montario Hardesty 18 
Bryce Brown 11 
Marsalis Teague 1 
David Oku 1 
Bram Cannon 1 
Jonathan Crompton 4 


Alabama No 
Mark Ingram 18 
Greg McElroy 

Trent Richardson 

Roy Upchurch 


Tennessee Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Jonathan Crompton 36-21-1 265 =1 a1 2 


Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 29-18-0 120 O 19 O 


Tennessee N T 
Gerald Jones 
Denarius Moore 
Montario Hardesty 
Luke Stocker 
Marsalis Teague 
Austin Johnson 
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Alabama 

Julio Jones 
Darius Hanks 
Roy Upchurch 
Marquis Maze 
Brad Smelley 
Preston Dial 
Baron Huber 
Michael Williams 
Trent Richardson 
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ALABAMA 


he LSU-Alabama rivalry has 

always been a good one, mainly 

because the two teams have usu- 
ally been battling around the top of the 
Southeastern Conference, as well as the 
SEC West since the conference split into 
two divisions. 

The rivalry became much more 
heated when Nick Saban, who coached 
the Bengal Tigers to the 2003 national 
championship, became the coach of the 
Crimson Tide following the 2006 season. 
LSU fans made Saban Public Enemy 
No. | after he left LSU to coach the Mi- 
ami Dolphins in 2005, but the hatred went 
off the scale when he left the Dolphins to 
return to the SEC to take over Alabama. 

LSU defeated Saban’s first Alabama 
team in 2007 and the Tide returned the 
favor last year. Saban Bowl II had a lot 
on the line. Alabama was undefeated and 
ranked No 3 in the country, while LSU 
came in with one loss and ranked No. 9. 

The game lived up to its billing. 

It was a defensive slugfest for three 
quarters with LSU getting the better of the 
fight. Heading into the final quarter, the 
Bengal Tigers had a 15-10 lead. Alabama’s 
offense had moved the football, but bogged 
down when it got close to the goal. Leigh 
Tiffin’s 28-yard field goal was the only 
scoring for the Tide in the first half and 
LSU held a 7-3 lead at the intermission. 

Alabama came out with the offense in 
high gear on the first drive of the second 
half. The Crimson Tide drove 81 yards 
in eight plays with Greg McElroy hitting 
Darius Hanks with a 21-yard scoring 
pass with 11:40 remaining in the third 
quarter to put Alabama ahead 10-7. 

LSU punter Derek Helton dropped a 
punt at the Alabama |-yard line and it 


LSU 


led to a safety when McElroy was called 
for intentional grounding in the end zone 
to make it 10-9. After the Alabama kick, 
LSU drove 59 yards in six plays to score 
a go-ahead touchdown on an eight-yard 
run by Stevan Ridley with 3:19 left in 
the third quarter, The Tigers went for 
two, but failed, leaving the Tigers’ lead 


at 15-10 going into the fourth quarter. 


Wire receiver Julio Jones, who had 
been slowed much of the early season 
by injuries, had four catches for 102 
yards and a 73-yard touchdown pass 
reception. On the touchdown, he took a 
short screen pass, made one man miss 
and raced down the sidelines for the 
touchdown, 


mI 


Senior defensive back/kick returner 
Javier Arenas had seven tackles, includ- 
ing two for losses of eight yards and a 
quarterback hurry. He also returned four 
punts for 11 yards and three kickoffs for 
78 yards. He had a 40-yard kickoff return 
to set up Leigh Tiffin’s first field goal. 


With LSU leading 15-13 and just under 
11 minutes to play in the fourth quarter, 
Alabama had a first down on its own 27- 
yard line. Greg McElroy connected with 
Julio Jones on a wide receiver screen. He 
made one man miss, then raced 73 yards 
to score putting Alabama ahead. 


But the fourth quarter was all Ala- 
bama. It started with a 65-yard, 12-play 
drive with Mark Ingram and the offen- 
sive line taking over the game. Ingram 
carried eight times for 53 yards on the 
drive that led to a 20-yard field goal by 
Tiffin to make the score 15-13, 

The Alabama defense forced a three- 
and-out and when the offense got the 
ball back, it didn’t take but one play for 
Alabama to end LSU’s upset dream. On 
first down at the Alabama 27-yard line, 
McElroy tossed a quick screen pass to 
Julio Jones, Jones made the first LSU 
defender miss him with a quick side step 
and then he raced down the sidelines 
73 yards for the go-ahead touchdown. 

A two-point conversion try was successful. 

“TL expect to make those plays,” said 
Jones. “We had a good game plan going 
in and it was able to open some things up 
for us out wide and I was just able to make 
a play. We were just able to take what the 
defense gave us. If things open up for our 
running game, we are going to run and 
the same goes for the passing game. As a 
whole, we did a good job, but we still have 
a lot of room for improvement.” 

Tiffin added a 40-yard field goal with 
just over three minutes to play, while 
the Alabama defense shut down LSU's 
offense. Alabama held LSU to 253 yards 
of total offense, and with the game on 
the line late, the Tigers gained only nine 
yards in the final quarter. 

“| think we did well collectively, but 
there are definitely things that we need 
to work on,” said defensive back Javier 
Arenas. “It was a good win and a confi- 
dence booster.” 

The win clinched the second consecu- 


tive SEC West championship for Alabama. 


SCOREBOARD 
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LSU 0 7 8 0 5S 
ALABAMA 0 3 7 ad 


Second Quart 
Qua Ee FIRST DOWNS 
9:12 LSU - Deangelo Peterson 12 yd pass from Jordan Jefferson RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 


(Josh Jasper kick), 13-91 6:11, LSU 7 - UAO PASSING YDS (NET) 
5:52 UA - Leigh Tiffin 28 yd field goal, 8-40 3:20, LSU 7 - UA3 Passes Att-Comp-Int 


. TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 
Third Quarter Fumble Returns-Yards 
11:40 UA - Darius Hanks 21 yd pass from Greg McElroy Punt Returns-Yards 
(Leigh Tiffin kick), 8-81 3:20, LSU 7 - UA 10 Kickoff Returns-Yards 
5:55 LSU - TEAM safety, , LSU 9 - UA 10 Interception Returns-Yards 


3:19 LSU - Stevan Ridley 8 yd run (Jarrett Lee pass failed), 6-59 2:36, -Pults (Number-Avg) 


7 Fumbles-Lost 
LSU 15 - UA 10 Penalties-Yards 


Possession Time 
Fourth Quarter Third-Down Conversions 
12:35 UA - Leigh Tiffin 20 yd field goal, 12-65 5:44, LSU 15 - UA 13 Fourth-Down Conversions 
10:24 UA - Julio Jones 73 yd pass from Greg McElroy Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
(Trent Richardson rush), 1-73 0:13, LSU 15 - UA 21 Sacks By: Number-Yards 
3:04 UA - Leigh Tiffin 40 yd field goal, 11-31 6:14, LSU 15 - UA 24 


LSU . Gain Loss Net 
Charles Scott 

Jordan Jefferson 

Stevan Ridley 

Trindon Holliday 

Russell Shepard 

Jarrett Lee 


Alabama . Gain Loss Net 
Mark Ingram 22 145 1 144 
Trent Richardson 6 27 0 27 
Greg McElroy 6 23 2 21 


LSU Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Jordan Jefferson 10-17-0 114 1 41 1 
Jarrett Lee 4-10-1 44 0 205 2 


Alabama Cmp-Att-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 19-34-1 276 2 is 4 


Receiving 


LSU P T Lg 
Terrence Toliver 41 
Brandon LaFell 12 
Deangelo Peterson 28 
R.J. Jackson 20 
Russell Shepard 13 


Alabama > Lg 
Marquis Maze 37 
Mark Ingram 12 
Julio Jones 73 
Michael Williams 14 
Darius Hanks 21 
Brad Smelley 10 
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labama has always been a school known for its outstand- 
ing linebackers. 

Derrick Thomas, Cornelius Bennett, Lee Roy Jordan 
and DeMeco Ryans are just a few greats that have roamed the 
playing surface at Bryant-Denny Stadium, but after another out- 
standing season, it’s safe to put Rolando McClain among the best 
linebackers to ever play at Alabama. 

McClain, who is a finalist for the Butkus Award, given annually 
to the nation’s best linebacker, enters the BCS National Champi- 
onship Game as the team leader in tackles, tied for the team lead 
in tackles for loss and ranked second on the team in quarterback 
hurries (14). His marvelous performance against Tim Tebow and 
Florida in the SEC Championship Game sparked the Crimson 
Tide’s 32-13 whipping of the Gators and moved Alabama one 
step closer to a national title. 

In the win, the junior recorded five tackles, a pass break-up 
and three quarterback hurries. He also stuck to his assignments 
against Florida’s read-option attack, which helped Alabama im- 
pose its will on the smaller, more finesse-oriented Gators. 

McClain, with the help of two seniors and a true freshman, is a big 
reason why Alabama enters its matchup with Texas ranked No. 2 na- 
tionally in rush defense (77.9 yards per game), No. 2 in total defense 
(241.6 yards per game), No. 7 in pass defense (163.7 yards per game) 
and tops nationally in scoring defense (11.0 points per game). 

Although fellow sophomore linebacker Dont’a Hightower was 
lost for the season in a 35-7 win over Arkansas, Alabama main- 
tained its strong defensive play thanks to the efforts of seniors 
Cory Reamer and Eryk Anders. 

Reamer ranks fifth on the team in tackles and has been a solid 
contributor all season for Alabama’s defense. He also plays a big 
role on the Crimson Tide’s special teams, proving his value to the 
team. In Alabama’s 22-3 win over Ole Miss, Reamer blocked 
a punt which led to a Tide score. 

Anders, who developed into a great blitzer in his senior season, 
was the team’s best pass rusher. He led the Crimson Tide with 17 
quarterback hurries and tied for second on the team with five sacks. 

True freshman Nico Johnson stepped up in Hightower’s place 
and filled in admirably since his predecessor was lost for the 
year. Johnson, who shows marked improvement with each game, 
notched 27 tackles and a sack. 

In the dramatic come-from-behind 26-21 win over Auburn, 


Johnson broke up a key third-and-3 pass intended for Darvin Ad- 


ams with the Tigers ahead, 21-20. It forced an Auburn punt and 
kept Gene Chizik’s crew from getting a first down and moving 
into field goal range. 

The emergence of Johnson is a testament to the depth and 
talent Alabama has at the position. 


DEPTH PERCEPTION: INSIDE LINEBACKER 

25 Rolando McClain 6-4 258 Jr. 

McClain led Alabama in tackles for the second consecutive 
season. ... He recorded 101 tackles, 12.5 for loss, four sacks, two 
interceptions and 14 quarterback hurries through 13 games. ... 
Was named SEC Defensive Player of the Week vs. Kentucky and 
Auburn. ... Recorded five tackles and three quarterback hurries 
against Florida in the SEC title game. ... Butkus Award Finalist... 
Was No.1 ranked player in Alabama in high school according to 
Rivals.com. 


35 Nico Johnson 6-3 225 Fr. 

Stepped in for the injured Dont’a Hightower and performed 
brilliantly. ... Prior to the BCS National Championship Game, 
Johnson had 27 tackles, 4.5 for loss, one sack and one forced 
fumble. ... Had two tackles, including one for a loss of a yard, 
in the SEC Championship Game. ... Ranked No. 4 player in the 
state of Alabama on The Birmingham News’ Super Senior list. ... 
Was a U.S. Army All-American 


36 Chris Jordan 6-2 220 So. 

Saw extended playing time due to the injury to Hightower. ... 
Recorded 12 tackles. ... Was SuperPrep’s No. 17 ranked running 
back in the country. ... Played high school ball at Brentwood Acad- 
emy in Brentwood, Tennessee. 


DEPTH PERCEPTION: OUTSIDE LINEBACKER 
13 Cory Reamer 6-4 234 Sr. 
His 47 tackles ranked fifth on the team. ... Recorded seven 
tackles for loss, two sacks, one interception, one fumble recovery, 
one forced fumble and a blocked punt. ... Had four tackles and 
a pass break-up against Florida in the SEC Championship Game. ... 
Played defensive back at Hoover High School. ... Was ranked 
No. 12 on The Birmingham News’ Super Senior list. ... Was MVP 
of the 2004 6A state championship game. 


32 Eryk Anders 6-2 227 Sr. 
Ranked fourth on the team in tackles (59) from his JACK line- 
backer position. ... Recorded 12.5 tackles for loss, five sacks, one 
interception and a team-high 17 quarterback hurries. ... Had three 

tackles and three quarterback hurries in the SEC title game win 
over Florida. ... Is the cousin of former Kansas City chief fullback 
Kimble Anders. ... Set the school record at Smithson Valley High 
School (San Antonio, Texas) for tackles for loss by a defensive line- 
man. 


ALABAMA 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE 


he Mississippi State game is 

usually one of the most physical 

games on the Alabama sched- 
ule. This time it was Alabama that was 
handing out most of the hard knocks, 
especially on defense. 

Mississippi State is rebuilding under 
new coach Dan Mullen. The Bulldogs 
came in with a 4-5 record and for the 
first quarter, Mullen’s team was holding 
strong. But Alabama started a drive at 
the Tide 20-yard line with 52 seconds 
remaining in the quarter and took control 
of the game. The drive ended six plays 
later with a 45-yard touchdown pass 
from Greg McElroy to Darius Hanks. 

Alabama upped its lead to 14-0 eight 
minutes later with a 72-yard, 1 1-play 
drive that ended when Mark Ingram 
scored from one yard out. Leigh Tiffin 
made it 17-0 in the third quarter with a 
39-yard field goal. Alabama added two 
touchdowns in the fourth quarter when 
McElroy and Julio Jones hooked up on 
a 48-yard scoring strike, and two minutes 
later Ingram struck again with a 70-yard 
touchdown run, the longest of his career. 

Ingram finished with 149 yards on 19 
carries and two touchdowns. McElroy 
finished 13-of-18 for 192 yards and 
two touchdowns. Three Crimson Tide 
receivers had catches of more than 40 
yards, including two for touchdowns by 
Jones and Hanks. Defensively, Alabama 
had its 27th and 28th sacks of the season, 
two more than the 2008 team had for the 
entire year. The defense did not allow a 
first down in the final 23:30 of the first 
half. 

Rolando McClain finished with 11] 
tackles, including three for a loss. Mark 
Barron had two interceptions and broke 
up two passes. 

It was, perhaps, Alabama’s most com- 
plete game of the season. 


“I was really proud of our players to 
come out and play, especially after last 
week’s game,” said Nick Saban. “It was 
a tough week for us. Mississippi State 
was sure fired up and had a lot of spirit 
out there. We had some guys play some 
great football for us. We made some big 


plays on offense. I thought we had pretty 


good balance.” 
The Tide coach had praise for two of 


Sophomore tailback Mark Ingram 
rushed for 149 yards and two touch- 
downs on 19 carries. Alabama's Heisman 
Trophy candidate scored on a one-yard 


run and an electrifying 70-yard run for 


Alabama’s final touchdown. Ingram 
sparked an Alabama offense that put up 
444 yards in total offense. 


Junior linebacker Rolando McClain led 
an Alabama defense that held Missis- 
sippi State to just 11 first downs and 213 
yards of total offense. McClain finished 
the game with 11 tackles, nine of them 
solo, three tackles for 17 yards in losses 
and one sack for a seven-yard loss. 


Alabama took control of the game with 
a drive that started late in the first quar- 
ter. The Crimson Tide drove 80 yards in 
six plays. A 16-yard run by Greg McElroy 
jump-started the drive. McElroy then fin- 
ished the drive when he hit Darius Hanks 
with a 45-yard touchdown pass. 


his defensive players. 

“Rolando McClain did a good job in 
there for us.” he said. “Mark (Barron) 
had a good game. He had three or four 
break ups. He did a good job tonight. 
and we are pleased. | think as a team, 
one thing I did not say, is that I think 
our best football is out there somewhere. 
We really need to continue to get better 
as a team.” 

Senior defensive back Javier Arenas 
admitted the Tide ran the risk of a let- 
down after the emotional win over LSU 
the previous week. 

“It was really tough. They were 
emotional and we were emotional. We 
just fought hard to play as a team and not 
just as individuals,” he said. “We mean 
to stay consistent, professional really. 
We don’t want to get complacent and not 
play to the level we know we can. That's 
been coach’s mantra since he got here 
and we’ ve adopted that.” 

Sophomore wide receiver Marquis 
Maze believes the Crimson Tide is be- 
ginning to become the team the players 
want It to be. 

“We're gelling as a team, not over- 
looking the small things.” Maze said. 
“We fought hard all night and executed 
really well, 1 thought. That's what it’s 
about, executing. We've got our expecta- 
tions and we try to play to those. We're 
just really gelling well in our offense 
right now.” 

Even though Alabama has two games 
remaining before the rematch with 
Florida for the SEC championship, 
Maze says that is not on their minds. 

“We're not worried about Florida or 
anything like that,” he said. “We just 
stayed focused on the next game and 
then we'll focus on the next game after 
that. We don’t get bothered by distrac- 
tions. We just fight hard each week.” 


SCOREBOARD 

1 2 3 i b 
ALABAMA Oh 33 3 
MISS.STATE 0 0 
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12:48 UA - Darius Hanks 45 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Leigh Tiffin kick), 6-80 3:04, UA 7 - MS 0 

4:41 UA - Mark Ingram 1 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 11-72 6:14, 
UA 14-MS0 


Third Quarter 


11:19 UA - Leigh Tiffin 39 yd field goal, 7-47 3:32, UA 17 - MS 0 


Fourth Quarter 


10:35 MS - Derek DePasquale 34 yd field goal, 15-44 6:59, 
UA17-MS3 

10:18 UA - Julio Jones 48 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Leigh Tiffin kick), 1-48 0:08, UA 24 - MS 3 

7:24 UA - Mark Ingram 70 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 1-70 0:11, 
UA 31 -MS 3 


re. 


Mark Ingram 
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FIRST DOWNS 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 
PASSING YDS (NET) 
Passes Att-Comp-Int 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 
Fumble Returns-Yards 
Punt Returns-Yards 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 
Interception Returns-Yards 
Punts (Number-Avg) 
Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Possession Time 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 


Alabama No Gain Loss Net 
Mark Ingram 19 151 2 149 
Trent Richardson 11 50 47 
Greg McElroy 4 30 30 
Roy Upchurch 5 19 19 
Marquis Maze 1 7 7 


Mississippi State No Gain Loss Net 
Anthony Dixon 22 90 9 81 
Robert Elliott 1 26 0 26 
Chris Relf 6 18 
Brandon Heavens 1 5 
Tyson Lee 6 12 


Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 18-13-0 192 2 48 0 
Mississippi State Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Tyson Lee 17-9-2 99 0 24 2 
Chris Relf 3-0-1 0 Oo 0 0 


Receiving 


Alabama : T 
Julio Jones 

Marquis Maze 

Darius Hanks 

Mark Ingram 

Roy Upchurch 


Mississippi State 
Anthony Dixon 
Chad Bumphis 
O'Neal Wilder 


labama’s defensive backs have become a force all their 

own this season. Led by Javier Arenas, the Tide second- 

ary played with an attitude of anybody who threatened 
Alabama’s end zone did so at their own peril. 

Although a bit undersized with five players standing under 
six-feet tall, through the regular season they only allowed nine 
touchdown passes and 163.7 passing yards per game. The 163.7 
yards ranked seventh in the nation and only Florida, Tennessee, 
Virginia Tech and Nebraska gave up fewer touchdown passes 
than Alabama’s nine. Alabama’s 20 interceptions tied for fifth 
nationally. 

The anchor of the secondary was 5-9, 198-pound Arenas, who 
besides being a shutdown corner and a terror off the corner blitz, 
was also one of the country’s most dangerous return men. Arenas 
was third on the team with 66 tackles. He had five sacks and two 


interceptions in the regular season, but made a huge pick of a Tim 


Tebow pass in the end zone to stop a drive in the fourth quarter of 
the SEC Championship Game. 

Florida had the ball at the Alabama 6-yard line with a first-and- 
goal when Arenas leaped high and made his third interception of 
the year. 

“T had No. 2, but if No. 3 came out, he was my responsibility,” 
said Arenas. “No. 3, which is the tight end, is a very good tight 
end (Aaron Hernandez). So I knew I had to be on my Ps and Qs 
when he came out. I read him. Seen him. | went up to make the 
play.” 

“That route is something we see a lot,” said Nick Saban. “Javy 
recognized it and got up under the throw. The field was shrunk. 
That’s why he could make the play and he did a great job of read- 
ing it.” 

Although Florida got the ball back one more time, it was 
Arenas’ interception that pretty much put the wraps on the 
Gators. 

Arenas was not the only big play man in the Alabama sec- 
ondary this season. Mark Barron came into his own and led the 
SEC with seven interceptions. Marquis Johnson led the SEC 
with 14 pass breakups. And time and time again different players 
stepped up to make big plays. 

Alabama’s entire team played, as Saban said after the Florida 
win, “with an undying, relentless not-to-be-denied attitude to be 
able to be a champion.” 

Alabama’s secondary played like champions from start to finish. 


DEPTH PERCEPTION: CORNERBACKS 

28 Javier Arenas 5-9 198 Sr. 

One of the most dangerous return men in the country and 
a shutdown cornerback, Arenas started 12 games and ranked third 
on the team in tackles with 66 ... A semifinalist for the Jim Thorpe 
Award ... Had five sacks (-53) and 12.0 tackles for loss (-85 yards) 
... Ranked fourth nationally while leading the SEC in punt returns 
and is the SEC’s career leader in punt return yards (1,725) and punt 
return touchdowns (7). 


24 Marquis Johnson 5-11 192 Sr. 

Johnson played in 13 games in the defensive backfield with 
seven starts ... Had 28 tackles and 16 pass breakups, which led the 
SEC. 


3 Kareem Jackson 5-11 192 Jr. 
Jackson has proven to be a shutdown corner ... Had 46 tackles, 
an interception and 12 pass breakups in 2009. 


1 Chris Rogers 6-0 195 Sr. 
Rogers played in 13 games as a reserve defensive back and 
a key member of the special teams. 


21 Dre Kirkpatrick 6-3 185 Fr. 
Kirkpatrick played in 10 games as a true freshman, finding time 
on special teams and in the defensive backfield. 


DEPTH PERCEPTION: SAFETY 

4 Mark Barron 6-2 215 So. 

Barron started all 13 games and ranks seventh nationally and 
first in the SEC with seven interceptions ... Ranks second on the 
team in tackles with 70 ... Recorded 2.5 (-17) tackles for loss and 
half of a sack ... Red the SEC in passes defended with 17 (1.45 pg) 
and ranks second nationally. 


26 Ali Sharrief 5-9 205 Sr. 

Sharrief played in 13 games ... One of the first options off the 
bench in the defensive backfield ... Second on the team with nine 
special teams tackles ... Has 21 tackles on the season. 


27 Justin Woodall 4 220 Sr. 

Woodall has 43 tackles on the season and three interceptions to 
tie for 10th in the SEC, 

18 Rod Woodson 5-11 200 
Woodson played in 10 games. 


23 Robby Green 6-0 180 So. 
Green played in all 13 games and earned five starts ... Has 
27 tackles and six pass breakups ... Led the team with 12 special 
teams tackles. 


20 Tyrone King 5-11 198 Sr. 
King played in 12 games, making an impact on special teams 
and in the defensive backfield. 


ALABAMA 
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CHATTANOOGA 


enior Day for the Crimson Tide 

was a fun day for everybody. 

Alabama took the suspense 
(if there ever was any) out of it early by 
scoring touchdowns five of its first six 
possessions. With a 35-0 lead in the sec- 
ond quarter, the starters took a breather 
for the rest of the game. Everybody then 
got in on the fun as Alabama took a 
45-0 win over FCS opponent Tennessee- 
Chattanooga. 

Trent Richardson got the scoring 
started with a two-yard scoring run with 
5:23 remaining in the first quarter. Mark 
Ingram added a 25-yard scoring run two 
minutes later and Julio Jones grabbed 
a 19-yard touchdown pass from Greg 
McElroy 54 seconds from the end of the 
first quarter. 

Javier Arenas added a touchdown 
72 seconds later when he took a Chatta- 
nooga punt back 66 yards to score. It was 
the seventh punt return touchdown of his 
career, setting a new SEC record. 

“Everybody executed which made my 
job much easier,” Arenas said. “I didn’t 
have that many tackles to break off on 
the punt return game, and I just played 
my assignment on defense. Everybody 
communicated so it made everything that 
much easier.” 

“T think it’s tremendous for Javy (Are- 
nas) that he set some kind of touchdown 
record or whatever today,” Tide coach 
Nick Saban said after the game. “He has 
made a lot of big plays, and it’s good for 
him to make a big play today.” 

Ingram added his second touchdown 
of the game on a 40-yard run with 9:53 
left in the first half. [t put him over 100 
yards rushing for the day and earned him 
the rest of the game off. 


Alabama upped the lead to 38-0 on 
a Leigh Tiffin field goal with 11:43 left 
in the third quarter and wrapped up the 
scoring when Roy Upchurch capped 
a 72-yard, eight-play drive with 
a 21-yard touchdown run with four 
minutes remaining in the game. 

“We were pleased to be able to play 
as many players as we played today.” 


Mark Ingram ran for 102 yards on 11 
carries in the first 20 minutes and then 
retired to the bench to enjoy watching 
the backups. He scored twice, once on 
a 25-yard run when he carried a couple 
of players into the end zone. The second 
was on a 40-yard run. 


Rolando McClain led the way with 
seven tackles in limited playing time. He 
had three quarterback hurries, a pass 
broken up and half a sack. He also spent 
the second half on the sidelines watch- 
ing some of the younger Alabama players 
log some playing time and preserve the 
shutout. 


The early first quarter was the turning 
point. After a punt on its first possession, 
Alabama scored touchdowns on its next 
five possessions and cruised to an easy 
victory. The Alabama offense rolled up 
422 yards of total offense. The defense 
held the Mocs to 48 yards rushing and 36 
passing for 84 yards of total offense. 


Saban said. “It was great for the seniors 
who were acknowledged. I think that just 
about every senior on our team got to play 
in the game. It was good that the players 
came out and played Alabama football 
and got ahead in the game so that those 
players got an opportunity to play. 

“We really got a lot of good work in 
the second half from the second team: 
they played the entire second half other 
than the first series,” the coach added. 
“I was pleased with the focus our players 
had and what they did. I was pleased 
with the way we played today. I’m sure 
there’s a lot of things we could have 
done better, but we ran the ball pretty 
effectively, got to play a lot of players.” 

McElroy, who completed six of 11 
passes for 80 yards and a touchdown, 
realized it was good to spend time on 
the bench while reserves got a chance 
to enjoy some playing time in front of 
the Bryant-Denny Stadium crowd. 

“It was enjoyable for everybody,” 
McElroy said. “The fact that we were 
able to get our legs back underneath us 
a little bit and get everybody some game- 
time situations, which are unteachable 
unless you're out there, was great.” 

Senior linebacker Cory Reamer, who 
had an interception and a tackle for loss, 
admitted the Senior Day was special. 

“This was the last time we get to play 
here.” he said. “It was emotional at the 
same time because it’s the last time 
we're going to be able to play in front 
of our home fans. To go out like we did, 
like we talked about, dominating and 
playing really well for all these seniors 
that have been here for so long. Getting 
the first-career interception on Senior 


Day was huge.” 
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First Quarter 


5:23 UA - Trent Richardson 2 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 11-51 5:35, 
UTC 0 - UA7 

3:04 UA - Mark Ingram 25 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 2-69 0:39, 
UTC 0 - UA 14 

0:54 UA - Julio Jones 19 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Leigh Tiffin kick), 4-31 1:53, UTC 0 - UA 21 


Second Quarter 


14:42 UA - Javier Arenas 66 yd punt return (Leigh Tiffin kick), 
UTC 0 - UA 28 

9:53 UA - Mark Ingram 40 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 5-62 1:45, 
UTC 0 - UA 35 


11:43 UA - Leigh Tiffin 41 yd field goal, 6-8 2:56, UTC 0 - UA 38 


Fourth Quarter 


4:00 UA - Roy Upchurch 21 yd run (Jeremy Shelley kick), 
8-72 4:33, UTC 0 - UA 45 


FIRST DOWNS 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 
PASSING YDS (NET) 
Passes Att-Comp-int 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 
Fumble Returns-Yards 
Punt Returns-Yards 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 
Interception Returns-Yards 
Punts (Number-Avg) 
Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 
Possession Time 
Third-Down Conversions 
Fourth-Down Conversions 
Red-Zone Scores-Chances 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 


Photo by Kevin Liles-US PRESSWIRE 


Chattanooga 
Shaun Kermah 
J.J. Jackson 
Bo Dyer 

Chris Awuah 


Alabama 

Mark Ingram 
Demetrius Goode 
Roy Upchurch 
Trent Richardson 
Greg McElroy 
Star Jackson 


Chattanooga 
B.J. Coleman 
Jare Gault 


Alabama 
Greg McElroy 
Star Jackson 


0 
6 
6 
3 
6 


Att-Cmp-Iint 


Att-Cmp-int 


Gain Loss Net 
18 0 18 
17 3 14 
11 0 11 
( 2 5 
Gain Loss Net 
102 102 
70 70 
79 70 
60 60 
8 8 
20 3 


Yds 
25-7-2 36 
2-0-1 0 


Yds 
11-6-0 80 
5-4-0 29 


T 


TD Long Sack 
0 10 O 
0 Om0 


TD Long Sack 
1 44 0 
0 nih wae’? 


Receiving 


Chattanooga 
Chris Pitchford 
Jare Gault 
Blue Cooper 
Chris Awuah 


Alabama 

Julio Jones 

Brad Smelley 
Mike McCoy 
Colin Peek 
Brandon Gibson 
Trent Richardson 


T Long 


D 
0 
0 
0 
0 


T 


verybody knows that Alabama will play for the BCS national 
championship because of its defense. It is one of the nation’s 
best, ranked high in almost every statistical category. 

And, the Crimson Tide will be in Pasadena because of talented 
offensive players like Julio Jones, Mark Ingram and Greg 
McElroy. Everybody knows about them. 

But, Alabama would not play for the national title without 
another critical aspect — special teams. 

This season, those guys put an exclamation point on the word 
“special.” 

Start with placekicking. 

Senior Leigh Tiffin, a Lou Groza Award finalist, put his name in 
the Alabama record book, becoming the Tide’s all-time career scorer, 
setting the record for the most career field goals and leading the 
country in field goals made in 2009. His four field goals were all of 
the Tide scoring in a 12-10 win over Tennessee, and he kept Alabama 
in the game with three field goals in a narrow win over Auburn. 

In the regular season, he missed only four field goal attempts and two 
extra point tries. Tiffin also handled the kickoff duties. 

Punting was handled by P.J. Fitzgerald, another senior. For the 
season, he averaged 42.1 yards on 51 punts. He dropped 16 punts 
inside the opponent's 20-yard line and had eight punts over 50 yards. 

In an often overlooked, but critically important role, Fitzgerald 
was also the holder for all of those Tiffin field goals and extra points. 
Senior Brian Selman was the snapper on all placekicks and punts. 

When Alabama returned a kick, whether it was a punt or a kick- 
off, the kicking team faced danger. It came in the person of senior 
Javier Arenas. The diminutive defensive back, who became a 
shutdown corner, was one of the most dangerous return men in the 
country and one of the best ever in the Southeastern Conference. 

Arenas’ punt return for a touchdown against Chattanooga was 
the seventh in his career, setting a new SEC record for punt return 
scores. He set the conference record in career punt return yards and 
was just 29 yards away from breaking the all-time NCAA yardage 
record. His 29.5-yard kickoff return average also led the SEC. 

Alabama’s special teams were so senior-laden that only seven 
punts were returned by someone other than Arenas and only one 
field goal was attempted by anyone other than Tiffin, who handled 
all but two kickoffs. Fitzgerald kicked every Alabama punt. 

And, who can forget that special teams provided perhaps the 
season’s two biggest plays — plays that kept Alabama undefeated 
with a chance for the BCS Championship Game? It was defensive 
lineman Terrence Cody who blocked two Tennessee field goals, 
preserving the two-point win against the Volunteers. 


DEPTH PERCEPTION: KICKER 


Sr. 
Ci misoniTide as a senior. 


urpose ya ds per game. 


labama relied on its bruising 

ground game to win the first 

11 games of the season, but 
on a beautiful fall day in Jordan-Hare 
Stadium, the running game grounded to 
a halt. The fired up Auburn defense was 
determined that Alabama would have to 
find another way to win. 

That way was going to have to be 
through the air and Alabama fans were 
not sure that quarterback Greg McElroy 
could do that. 

Even though the junior from Texas 
had thrown 14 touchdown passes against 
only four interceptions, the burden 
of winning a game had not yet been 
dumped on his shoulders. He always had 
Mark Ingram and Trent Richardson and 
Roy Upchurch there to lean on. Even 
when he did throw, it was receiver Julio 
Jones who was expected to step up and 
be the main man. 

But against Auburn, it was McElroy 
who had to step up and be the main man. 

The Crimson Tide trailed Auburn 
21-20 with 8:27 remaining when Ala- 
bama took over at its own 21-yard line. 
It was now or never. The undefeated 
season, the 23-game regular season win- 
ning streak and the hope of a national 
championship hung in the balance. 

“The game was on our shoulders,” 
said McElroy. * 
any better. We weren’t sure how many 


You couldn't draw it up 


more possessions we were going to get. 
We had to make it count.” 

And McElroy did make it count. He 
methodically drove the team down the 
field, completing six of seven passes for 
63 yards, including four to Jones for 33 
yards. McElroy was in complete control 


as 14 plays moved the Tide to Auburn’s 


ALABAMA 
AUBURN 


4-yard line with 1:29 left. 

Alabama put in Roy Upchurch at 
running back and Terrence Cody in the 
lineup as a blocking back, a sign that 


Alabama would run behind Mount Cody, 


as it had done on Richardson's two-yard 
touchdown run in the second quarter. 
said Nick Saban 
I didn’t just 


“They called run,” 


of the assistant coaches. * 


Alabama junior quarterback Greg 
McElroy finished the game 21-for-31 for 
218 yards with two touchdown passes. 
On a day when the Alabama running 
game was grounded, McElroy directed 
a 15-play, 79-yard drive for the winning 
touchdown with 1:24 left in the game. 
He was 6-of-7 on the winning drive. 


Senior linebacker Eryk Anders from 
San Antonio, Texas, had seven tackles, 
including 3% tackles for losses of 16 
yards, had three quarterback hurries, 
a sack for a loss of 12 yards and he 
forced a fumble by quarterback Chris 
Todd, which he recovered to stop an Au- 
burn scoring threat. 


It was a series of moments, 15 of them. 
Taking over on the Alabama 21-yard line 
with 8:27 remaining in the game and trail- 
ing 21-20, Alabama drove 79 yards in 15 
plays for the winning score on a four-yard 
scoring pass from Greg McElroy to Roy 
Upchurch with 1:24 remaining. 


want to play for a field goal. I guess 

I tried talking them into throwing a pass 
and then we got out there and lined up, 
I wanted to throw a pass, so we called 
timeout to throw a pass and that’s the 
way it went.” 

On the 15th play of the drive, McElroy 
faked to Upchurch, who then drifted out 
to the right and into the end zone, McEl- 
roy rolled to his right and it was a simple 
pitch and catch, as he and Upchurch 
connected. It was the first touchdown 
reception of Upchurch’s career and it 
gave Alabama its second consecutive win 
in the Iron Bowl. It also sealed a perfect 
12-0 season. It became “The Drive.” 

“He did a good job in this situation,” 
said Saban. * 


I think when you make those plays on 


‘That was a great drive. 


third down, | think everyone gave him the 
opportunity to do that. We didn’t always 
have an opportunity to do that today. We 
didn’t protect him real well at times, We 
didn’t get open like we needed to. There 
were a couple of times where he could 
have made a couple of better decisions, 
but he made all the right decisions in the 
critical times of the game. I think that’s 
what great competitors do. He has been 
a great competitor for us all year long.” 
It was a perfect ending to a rather 
imperfect game for Alabama. Auburn 
came out and stunned the Crimson Tide 
early with two quick touchdowns. The 
first came on a 67-yard reverse by Terrell 
Zachery, which was followed up by 
a surprising onsides kick and recovery. 
That led to a 12-play, 58-yard drive that 
was finished off with a one-yard touch- 
down pass by Chris Todd to Eric Smith. 
That gave Auburn a 14-0 lead with 5:42 
remaining in the first quarter. At that 


SCOREBOARD 
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point, Alabama had run three plays. 

But the Tide was about to turn. 
Alabama’s defense shut down the Ti- 
gers offense except for one big play in the 
third quarter. The defense gave Alabama’s 

offense the time to get back on track. 

Alabama started a drive late in the first 
quarter that carried over into the second 
quarter and ended with a two-yard touch- 
down run by Richardson that got Alabama 
back in the game at 14-7 with 13:26 
remaining. Alabama got even with 5:31 
left in the half on a 33-yard touchdown 
pass from McElroy to Colin Peek. 

Auburn regained the lead on its second 
drive of the second half. Darvin Adams 
broke free down the sidelines and Todd 
hit him with a perfect 72-yard scoring 
strike to give the Tigers a 21-14 lead with 


11:05 left in the third quarter. 
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At that point, Auburn was finished for 
the day and Alabama was about to start 
chipping away at the lead. Leigh Tiffin 
kicked field goals of 27 and 31 yards to 
get Alabama in position for “The Drive.” 

There were plenty of heroes for Ala- 
bama. 

Julio Jones had nine catches for 83 
yards, including four for 33 yards on “The 
Drive.” All of those four catches came on 
third downs and resulted in first downs to 
keep “The Drive” alive. 

Javier Arenas returned two punts for 
67 yards. This brought his career punt 
return yardage total to 1,725 to break the 
SEC career punt return yards record and 
rank him second in NCAA history for 
punt return yardage. 

Tiffin’s two field goals gave him 80 in 


his career, which is the school record. 


He also scored 118 points during the 
regular season to set a new record for 
single-season kicking points. 

“T have never been more proud of my 
football team,” said Saban. “I said it would 
be our most significant and our greatest 
accomplishment if we came down here and 
won this game. Under the circumstances, 
like the short week and a tough offense 
to prepare for, they had a good football 
team that we were playing and then to get 
behind in the game 14-0, we never lost our 
poise and kept playing every play in the 
game. We gave up a big play in the second 
half and we just kept playing through it. 

“That may have been one of the great- 
est drives I have ever been associated 
with in the fourth quarter to win the game. 
I just can’t say enough about how proud 


I am of our team,” the coach said. 


First Quarter 
FIRST DOWNS 


11:40 AU - Terrell Zachery 67 yd run (Wes Byrum kick), 4-80 1:42, RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 

UA 0 - AU7 PASSING YDS (NET) 

5:42 AU - Eric Smith 1 yd pass from Chris Todd (Wes Byrum kick), Passes Att-Comp-Int 

12-58 5:58, UA 0 - AU 14 TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 

Fumble Returns-Yards 

Second Quarter Punt Returns-Yards 

13:26 UA - Trent Richardson 2 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 10-58 4:11, Kickoff Returns-Yards 

UA7-AU 14 Interception Returns-Yards 

5:31 UA - Colin Peek 33 yd pass from Greg McElroy (Leigh Tiffin kick), Punts (Number-Avg) 


5-45 2:18, UA 14 - AU 14 Fumbles-Lost 
Penalties-Yards 


D Possession Time 
Third Quarter Third-Down Conversions 
11:05 AU - Darvin Adams 72 yd pass from Chris Todd Fourth-Down Conversions 
(Wes Byrum kick), 2-76 0:47, UA 14 - AU 21 Red-Zone Scores-Chances 


5:32 UA - Leigh Tiffin 27 yd field goal, 5-23 1:25, UA 17 - AU 21 Sacks By: Number-Yards 
0:24 UA - Leigh Tiffin 31 yd field goal, 7-30 4:24, UA 20 - AU 21 ' 


1:24 UA - Roy Upchurch 4 yd pass from Greg McElroy 

(Greg McElroy pass intcpt), 15-79 7:03, UA 26 - AU 21 Alabama Gain Loss Net 
Trent Richardson 51 
Mark Ingram 
Greg McElroy 


Auburn 

Terrell Zachery 
Ben Tate 

Onterio McCalebb 
Mario Fannin 
Kodi Burns 

Chris Todd 


Alabama Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 31-21-0 218° «12 33° 3 
Mark Ingram 1-0-0 eft) 0 O 


Auburn Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
Chris Todd 25-15-1 181 2 qe 33 
Kodi Burns 1-0-0 Oe 0 0 


Alabama No. TD 
Julio Jones 0 
Colin Peek 1 
Trent Richardson 0 
Mark Ingram 0 
Roy Upchurch 1 
Darius Hanks 0 


Auburn 
Darvin Adams 
Mario Fannin 
Ben Tate 
Emory Blake 
Eric Smith 
Terrell Zachery 


Photo by R.D. Moore 
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he SEC Championship Game 

Was supposed to be a classic — 

No. | Florida vs. No. 2 Alabama. 
Two great Heisman Trophy candidates 
— Florida’s Tim Tebow ys. Alabama’s 
Mark Ingram. It would be two great 
defenses against two great offenses and 
75,514 fans in the stands. 

All the ingredients for a classic foot- 
ball game were in the Georgia Dome. 

A classic it wasn’t. 

From the opening drive until the final 
whistle, Alabama kicked Florida all over 
the field in winning 32-13 for its 22nd 
Southeastern Conference championship 
and its first since 1999, The win put 
Alabama in the BCS National Champi- 
onship Game in Pasadena’s Rose Bowl 
on January 7 against Texas. 

“Our entire team played great,” said 
Alabama coach Nick Saban. “Greg 
(McElroy) played great. Mark (Ingram) 
played great. Julio (Jones) played great. 
Really, most of the credit goes to our 
guys up front on the offensive line. 

“This is a great win for our program.” 

“You have to give Alabama credit,” 
said Florida coach Urban Meyer. “They 
made the plays they needed to win the 
game. They had a good game plan and 
executed it.” 

Alabama’s Greg McElroy was master- 
ful directing the Crimson Tide and was 
named the game’s Most Valuable Player. 
He completed 12 of 18 passes for 239 
yards and one touchdown. He also had 
10 rushing yards. 

“It’s been such an incredible season.” 
said McElroy. “We started the season 
here with a win and were able to win a 
championship today. I can’t say enough 


about my offensive line; we have the 


ALABAMA 
FLORIDA 


greatest coaching staff in the country. 

“I’m happy to be able to wear crim- 
son.” 

McElroy had plenty of help. Ingram 
made a Heisman Trophy statement by 
rushing for 113 yards on 28 carries 
and scoring three touchdowns. He also 
caught two passes for 76 yards for a total 


offense of 189 yards against the nation’s 


Greg McElroy completed 12 of 18 
passes for 239 yards and a touchdown 
and ran for 10 yards in leading the Ala- 
bama offense to 490 yards of total of- 
fense. McElroy took control on the open- 
ing drive and didn’t let up until taking 
a knee on the final two plays. 


Linebacker Rolando McClain directed 
the Alabama defense that held Florida 
to one touchdown and two field goals, 
matching the Gators lowest point total of 
the year (a 13-3 win over LSU). McClain 
had five tackles, including 2 tackle for 
loss, one pass broken up and three quar- 
terback hurries. 


TTRIC MA en 


Leading 19-13, Alabama forced Flori- 
da to go three-and-out following the sec- 
ond half kickoff. The Crimson Tide then 
drove 74 yards in five plays, the biggest 
was a 28-yard Greg McElroy-to-Marquis 
Maze pass play. Two plays later, McElroy 
hit Colin Peek on a 17-yard scoring pass 
for a 26-13 lead. 


ist 


top-ranked defense. 
Marquis Maze caught five passes for 
96 yards. Tight end Colin Peek caught 


three passes for 39 yards and a touch- 


down. 

And, of course, there were those big 
guys up front that wore down the Gators 
and opened holes for Alabama to roll up 
490 yards of total offense — James Car- 
penter, Mike Johnson, William Vlachos, 
Barrett Jones and Drew Davis. They took 
control of the line of scrimmage and 
never gave it up. 

On the defensive side of the ball. 
the line did the same. They controlled ° 
the Florida offensive line and held the 
Gators to just 88 yards rushing. Lorenzo 
Washington, Terrence Cody, Brandon 
Deaderick and Marcell Dareus were in 
Tebow’s face all afternoon, harassing the 
Gator quarterback with 14 quarterback 
hurries. 

Mark Barron led the defense with 
seven tackles. Kareem Jackson had six 
tackles, two passes broken up and a 
tackle for loss. Rolando McClain had 
five tackles, half a tackle for loss, a pass 
broken up and three quarterback hurries. 

Alabama scored on its opening drive, 
getting a 48-yard field goal from Leigh 
Tiffin with 10:37 remaining in the first 
quarter. 

Alabama’s second possession was 
a 76-yard touchdown drive, capped by 
Ingram’s seven-yard scoring run. How- 
ever. Leigh Tiffin’s PAT attempt hit the 
right upright. leaving the score 9-0. 

Florida got a 48-yard field goal from 
Caleb Sturgis late in the period and the first 
quarter ended with Alabama leading 9-3. 

Tiffin’s second field goal upped 
Alabama's lead to 12-3 with 6:03 


remaining in the first half. Florida 
pulled within 12-10 on a lightning- 
quick drive, four plays covering 

70 yards. David Nelson scored the 
touchdown on a 23-yard pass from Tim 
Tebow and Caleb Sturgis added the ex- 
tra point with 4:31 left before halftime. 

Alabama roared back immediately, 
countering Florida’s blitzes with 
a 69-yard screen pass from McElroy 
to Ingram that carried to the Florida 
3-yard line. Ingram ran it in on the 
next play. Tiffin made the PAT and 
Alabama led, 19-10. 

But the Gators were not finished. 
Florida’s next possession began with a 
59-yard pass from Tebow to Riley Coo- 
per. The Gators cashed in with another 
Sturgis field goal, this time from 32 yards, 


to make the halftime score 19-13. 


Alabama had a great start to the second 
half. The Crimson Tide forced a three- 
and-out on the first Florida possession, 
then got the ball and drove 74 yards in 
only five plays for a touchdown. The 
score came on a 17-yard pass from 
McElroy to tight end Peek. Tiffin’s PAT 
gave Alabama a 26-13 lead at the 9:53 
mark of the third quarter, already the most 
points Florida had allowed in a game dur- 
ing the season. 

After forcing another Florida punt, 
Alabama ground out a 17-play, 88-yard 
drive that took 8:47 off the clock. Ingram 
got the touchdown, his third of the day, 
on a one-yard run at the 13:49 mark of the 
fourth quarter. 

Not counting running out the clock at 
the end of the first half, Alabama scored 


on six of its first seven possessions — four 


touchdowns, two field goals and one punt. 
Florida had the ball only 4:36 in the third 
quarter, picking up just one first down and 
21 yards total offense. 

Florida had chances to get back in the 
game in the fourth quarter, but a drive 
to the Alabama 6-yard line ended on an 
interception by Javier Arenas and the next 
drive ended on downs at the Alabama 
13-yard line with 7:28 remaining in the 
game. 


Florida never got the football again. 


Alabama pounded the Florida line with 


ten consecutive rushes for 75 yards 
before taking a knee for the final two 
plays as the clock ran out and the cel- 
ebration began. 

For Alabama, the next stop is Pasa- 
dena in the BCS National Championship 


Game. 


First Quarter 


10:37 UA - Leigh Tiffin 48 yd field goal, 9-47 4:23, UF 0 - UA3 
5:33 UA - Mark Ingram 7 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick failed), 8-76 3:56, 
UF 0 - UA9 

0:28 UF - Caleb Sturgis 48 yd field goal, 12-56 5:05, UF 3 - UA9 


Second Quarter 


6:03 UA - Leigh Tiffin 34 yd field goal, 12-68 5:47, UF 3 - UA 12 

4:31 UF - David Nelson 23 yd pass from T. Tebow (Caleb Sturgis kick), 
4-70 1:32, UF 10 - UA 12 

3:32 UA - Mark Ingram 3 yd run (Leigh Tiffin kick), 2-72 0:59, 

UF 10 - UA 19 

1:18 UF - Caleb Sturgis 32 yd field goal, 5-65 2:14, UF 13 - UA 19 


Third Quarter 


9:53 UA - Colin Peek 17 yd pass from Greg McElroy (Leigh Tiffin kick), 
5-74 2:48, UF 13 - UA 26 
Fourth Quarter 


13:49 UA - Mark Ingram 1 yd run (Greg McElroy pass failed), 
17-88 8:47, UF 13 - UA 32 


UA 
FIRST DOWNS 26 
RUSHES-YARDS (NET) 53-251 
PASSING YDS (NET) 239 
Passes Att-Comp-Int 18-12-0 
TOTAL OFFENSE PLAYS-YARDS 49-335 71-490 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 
Punt Returns-Yards 1-12 1-8 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 6-161 3-79 
Interception Returns-Yards 0-0 1-0 
Punts (Number-Avg) 4-48.8 2-41.5 
Fumbles-Lost 0-0 1-0 
Penalties-Yards 5-51 1-5 
Possession Time 20:23 39:37 
Third-Down Conversions 4of 11 11 of 15 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0 of 1 0 of O 


Red-Zone Scores-Chances 1-3 5-6 
Sacks By: Number-Yards 


1-10 0-0 


Florida Gain Loss Net 
Tim Tebow 66 3 63 
Jeff Demps 9 0 9 
Brandon James 9 0 9 
Chris Rainey 8 1 7 


Alabama Gain Loss Net 
Mark Ingram 115 2 113 
Trent Richardson 80 0 80 
Roy Upchurch 57 O . oF 
Greg McElroy 20 10 10 


Florida 
Tim Tebow 


Att-Cmp-Int Yds TD Long Sack 
35-20-1 247 1 59 0 


Alabama Att-Cmp-int Yds TD Long Sack 
Greg McElroy 18-12-0 239 1 69 «1 


Receiving 


Florida N T 
Aaron Hernandez 
David Nelson 
Riley Cooper 
Deonte Thompson 
Brandon James 
Omarius Hines 
Emmanuel Moody 
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Alabama 
Marquis Maze 
Colin Peek 
Mark Ingram 
Julio Jones 
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By Ben Cook 


ew teams in college football have as much tradition in 


its history as that of the University of Alabama. It’s one 


of the magical names in sports like the Boston Celtics, 
New York Yankees and Green Bay Packers. 

It didn’t start out that way. Alabama’s first team in 1892 
went a modest 2-2, followed by an 0-4 mark the next season. 
It wasn’t until Nov. 4, 1905 when Alabama defeated Georgia 
36-0 in a game played in Birmingham that the Crimson Tide’s 
overall record climbed above .500 at 32-31-2 

That was 767 wins ago and Alabama would never again fall 
below .500. 

Alabama first became a player on the national scene in 1922 
when coach Xen Scott took his 2-2-1 Alabama team north to 


FOOTBAL WORID, 


le 


play Pennsylvania. The football power nationally was concen- 
trated in the Northeast and nobody gave the unknown team 
from the South much of a chance. 

Noted sportswriter Grantland Rice wrote of the Alabama- 
Penn and the Princeton-Swarthmore games: “Pennsylvania and 
Princeton, after their impressive achievements of a week ago, 
get a breathing spell, although Swarthmore is never to be taken 
lightly.” 

But Alabama knocked off the highly favored Penn squad, 
9-7, putting Alabama football on the map. The victory struck a 
blow for Southern football and started cracking the reputation 
of Eastern football supremacy. 

Scott resigned after the 1922 season because of poor health 


and a Vanderbilt assistant named Wallace 
Wade was named coach. It was Wade 
who would lead Alabama to its second 
big national victory, and this one came on 
college football’s biggest stage. 

The 1925 Alabama team had a perfect 
9-0 record and outscored its opponents 
277-7 with only Birmingham-Southern 
scoring a touchdown on the Crimson Tide. 
Although most figured the Crimson Tide’s 
season was over, Alabama was crowned 
the champions of the Southern Confer- 
ence and received an invitation to meet the 


powerful Washington Huskies team in the 


Rose Bowl, the first Southern team invited 
to Pasadena to play in the game that most 
counted as a national championship game. 
Alabama was not given a chance, but 
the team made up of stars like Johnny 
Mack Brown, Pooley Hubert, Grant Gillis, 
Dave Rosenfeld and Harry Holder were 
determined to strike a blow for Southern 
football. Alabama scored 20 points ina 
seven-minute span and the Crimson Tide 
won the Rose Bowl, 20-19. Brown was 
named the game’s most outstanding player. 


ae 
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With the victory, Alabama claimed its 
first national championship. Alabama 
football was officially a national power. 
The Crimson Tide has been a player on 
the national stage ever since. 

Alabama returned to the Rose Bowl 
the following season to face the powerful 
Stanford Indians. Stanford led 7-0 with 
less than four minutes remaining when 
Babe Pearce blocked a Stanford punt 
giving Alabama one last chance from the 
Stanford 14-yard line. Jimmy Johnson’s 
one-yard touchdown run cut the margin 
to 7-6. As Herschel Caldwell lined up for 
the tying extra-point attempt and Stanford 
prepared to go for the block, Emile Barnes 
started calling the signals. 

Right in the middle of calling the sig- 
nals, Barnes suddenly shouted, “Signals 
off!” When he did, the Stanford players 
relaxed and Gordon Holmes snapped the 
ball to Wu Winslett who put it down and 
with no rush in his face, Caldwell kicked 
the point to tie the game. The score ended 
7-7 and the Helms Foundation named 
Alabama the national champion for the 
second consecutive year. 

The Crimson Tide had decent teams, 
but not great ones, for the next three years 
and there was grumbling around Tusca- 
loosa. Wade heard the discontent and in 
the spring of 1930 when Duke University 
called Wade to ask for a recommendation 
for its next coach, Wade recommended 
himself. On April 1, 1930, it was an- 
nounced that Wade would resign at the 
conclusion of the 1930 season and become 
the coach of the Blue Devils. 

“Wade called us together before the 
1930 season,” said fullback John Henry 
“Flash” Suther. “He told us his contract 
Was up and that he was going to resign at 
the end of the season. He said he wanted 
to win one more championship. We all 
admired and respected the man, so we just 
decided we were going to win it for him. 
We won ten games including the Rose 
Bowl and we were only scored on twice.” 

The 1930 team was 9-0 and outscored 
its opponents 247-13. Against Washington 
State in the Rose Bowl, Wade held the first 
team out of the game until there were seven 
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minutes left in the first half. When Wade 
finally sent the first team in, they were 
ready to play. They scored 21 points in the 
final seven minutes of the half on the way 
to a 24-0 victory over the Cougars. 

The Wade era ended that day after going 
61-13-3 with two national championships. 
It was a great era, but Alabama had to move 
forward. It did so by hiring Frank Thomas, a 
former player at Notre Dame who had once 
roomed with the immortal George Gipp. 
When he was hired, Alabama president Dr. 
Mike Denny told Thomas that he believed 
material was 90 percent of a football team 
and coaching was 10 percent. He promised 
Thomas he would provide him with the 90 
percent and he would be held accountable 
for the 10 percent. 

Thomas took it to heart. Between 
1931-46, Thomas won 115 games, lost 24 
and tied seven and won national champi- 
onships in 1934 and 1941. He won two 
Rose Bow! games, a Cotton Bowl and an 
Orange Bowl. He coached such legendary 
players as Don Hutson, Vaughn Mancha, 
Harry Gilmer, Johnny Cain, Riley Smith 
and a young end by the name of Paul 
“Bear” Bryant. 

As the 1946 season wound down, 


it was obvious that Thomas was sick. 
When not on the football field, Thomas 
was usually confined to bed with high 
blood pressure. He resigned after the 
season and Red Drew was named the 
coach. The next 11 years under Drew and 
his successor J.B. “Ears” Whitworth were 
not up to the Alabama standards. Drew 
went 54-28-7 in eight seasons, but won no 
national or conference championships. 

During Drew’s tenure, however, one 
play stands out as one of the strangest in 
college football history. Drew’s 1953 team 
was invited to play Rice in the 1954 Cot- 
ton Bowl. The Owls were led by halfback 
Dickie Moegle. 

With Rice leading 7-6 in the second 
quarter, Moegle broke free down the 
right sideline with Bill Oliver and Vince 
DeLaurentis chasing him. Sitting on the 
Alabama bench, Tommy Lewis (No. 42 
below) leaped up and tackled a shocked 
Moegle. Lewis then ran back to the bench 
and draped a towel over his head. The of- 
ficials awarded Moegle a touchdown and 
Rice went on to win, 28-6. 


“I’m too emotional,” Lewis said after 
the game. “I kept telling myself *I didn’t 
do it. I didn’t do it.’ But I knew I did. 

I guess I’m just too full of Alabama.” 

An editorial in the Dallas Morning 
News said, “Texans know competitive 


spirit. We thrive on it. It might not be 

a bad idea to drop Tommy a line over at 
the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, and let him know he hasn’t lost 
his last friend. He’s quite a fighter—and 
we like them that way in Texas.” 

Whitworth succeeded Drew in 1955. 
He had played at Alabama under Wade 
and Thomas, but under Whitworth, 
Alabama plunged into its worst era, as his 
three teams went 4-24-4. 

To turn things around, Alabama turned 
to one of its own — Paul “Bear” Bryant, 
who was coaching at Texas A&M. On 
December 3, 1957, Bryant told a group of 
sportswriters gathered in the Shamrock 
Hotel in Houston, Texas, “This is the most 
difficult thing I ever had to do. You can’t 
stay at Texas A&M as long as we did 
without learning to love it, the traditions, 


the boys, everything. 

“The reason, the only reason I’m going 
back home is because my school called me.” 
Bryant would coach the Crimson Tide 
for 25 seasons and win 232 games, lose 46 
and tie nine. They won national champion- 
ships in 1961, 1964, 1965, 1973, 1978 and 

1979. Bryant’s Crimson Tide teams won 
13 SEC championships and produced 46 
All-Americans, including stars such as Joe 
Namath, Ken Stabler, Johnny Musso, Lee 
Roy Jordan, Pat Trammell, Billy Neigh- 
bors, Ozzie Newsome and John Hannah. 

In the decade of the 1970s alone, 
Alabama won an astounding 103 games 
after Bryant made a surprising move fol- 
lowing a two-year slump in 1969-70 when 
Alabama dipped to 12-10-1 and there 
were whispers that perhaps the game had 
passed him by. Alabama was scheduled to 
open the 1971 season on the West coast 
against Southern Cal and Bryant's old 
friend, John McKay. 

Prior to making the trip, Bryant 
installed the wishbone offense under a 
cloak of secrecy, a move that caught USC 


completely off guard and the Tide upset 
the Trojans 17-10 on the way to an un- 
defeated regular season. During the *70s, 
Alabama’s wishbone offense was virtually 
unstoppable. Bryant even incorporated a 
passing game into the ground-oriented of- 
fense and made stars of quarterbacks like 
Richard Todd, Gary and Jeff Rutledge and 
Steadman Shealy. 

Bryant retired after the 1982 season 
and died the following January. Alabama 
football struggled after Bryant. Ray 
Perkins and Bill Curry followed Bryant 
with Perkins posting a 32-15-1 record and 
Curry logging a 26-10-0 record. Curry 
won one SEC title. Gene Stallings, 

a former Bryant player and coach, took 
over in 1990 and compiled a 62-25-0 
record in seven seasons. Stallings won the 
SEC and national championship in 1992. 

During the Stallings years, however, 
Alabama ran into NCAA trouble that 
would be a black cloud hanging over the 
program for more than a decade. Mike 
DuBose replaced Stallings in 1997 and 
lasted four years and won one conference 
crown, but Alabama football slipped into 
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Gene Stallings 


mediocrity under a succession of coaches 
— Dennis Franchione, Mike Price (who 
was fired before ever coaching a game) 
and Mike Shula. Under DuBose, Fran- 
chione and Shula, Alabama won 67 and 
lost 54 and slipped off the national radar. 

After Shula was fired following the 
2006 season, athletic director Mal Moore 
made the best hire at the Capstone since 
Paul Bryant was brought home when he 
hired Nick Saban. Saban’s first team went 
7-6, but his second team ran the table in 
the regular season before losing to Florida 
in the SEC Championship Game and to 
Utah in the Sugar Bowl. 

This past season, Saban and the 
Crimson Tide posted a second consecutive 
12-0 season, but this time they went a step 
further and defeated Florida to win the 
SEC championship. They will meet Texas 
in the BCS National Championship Game 
on January 7 with a chance to add another 
national championship trophy to the Crim- 
son Tide’s illustrious trophy case. 

Alabama once again has earned the 
respect it enjoyed during the Bryant, Wade 
and Thomas years. 
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he woman was in her late 40s or early 50s and she was 
dressed entirely in blue and white with Penn State but- 
tons pinned to her clothes, It was November of 1981 
at State College, Pennsylvania where Alabama had just beaten 
Penn State, 31-16. It was the 314th win of Paul “Bear” Bryant’s 
brilliant coaching career tying him with Amos Alonzo Stagg as 
college football’s winningest coach. 

But the woman, obviously a Penn State fan, didn’t have the 
Nittany Lions’ loss on her mind. Instead, she was excitedly 
running through a crowd of people gathered under the stands 
outside the locker rooms. 

“I touched him,” she squealed. “He walked right by me and 
I touched him.” 

She was talking about Bear Bryant. That’s the affect he had on 


ana 


ether he was walking into a room full of boosters or 

he was in a stadium of an opposing team or even on the practice 
field. In fact, that might have been the place where he inspired the 
most fear, not just in his players, but also in his assistant coaches. 

When Bryant was on his tower overlooking the Alabama 
practice fields, players and coaches would keep an eye on him, 
at least when they could with glances out of the corner of their 
eyes. Nobody would look at him directly. 

Jimmy Sharpe, a former player under Bryant who became 
an assistant coach after he graduated, was working his position 
players during a 1966 practice when Bryant started down the 
ladder from his tower. Sharpe noticed. 

“Is he coming this way?” he said under his breath to a reporter 


standing nearby. “Oh God, please tell me he’s not coming this way.” 


That's the way all the coaches felt. 
If Bryant was coming their way, they 
knew something was wrong with their 
drill and they would hear about it. Not on 


the practice field, but later in private. But 
by the time Bryant reached the bottom of 
the tower, every drill on the practice field 


had intensified. Players practiced harder 
and coaches coached harder. 

Bryant was not above getting in a drill 
with his players and showing them how 
he wanted things done and he was tough 
enough to hold his own with players 40 
years his junior. 
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When Bryant arrived at Alabama in 
1958, the Crimson Tide had won a total of 
four football games in the previous three 
years under J.B. “Ears” Whitworth. But 
Bryant changed the losing culture at Ala- 
bama immediately. In the spring of 1958, 
Bryant put the Tide through the hardest 
spring practice any of the players had ever 
seen. Once spring practice ended, Bryant 
let his players know he expected them to 
keep working over the summer. 

Tackle Fred Sington Jr. played the 1957 
season at 233 pounds. When he reported 
for fall practice, he weighed 215. A report- 
er asked him what Bryant did to impress 
on him that he needed to lose weight. 

“He just said come back at 215 or 
I wouldn’t get a uniform,” Sington said. 
“| don’t know if that impresses you or 
not, but it did me.” 

Early in the fall of 1958, Bryant met 


with his freshman class. 

“What are you doing here?” he asked 
them. “If you’re not here to win the national 
championship, you are in the wrong place.” 

Later, Bryant remembered that meeting. 

“They believed me,” Bryant said. 
“When I walked out, I knew we were go- 
ing to win the national championship with 
that group. They had a goal.” 

He was right; that freshman class were 
the leaders of the 1961 Alabama team 
that won Bryant’s first national champi- 
onship. Bryant would lead Alabama to 
back-to-back national titles in 1964 and 
1965, achieving a god-like stature among 
Alabama fans and he inspired awe among 
the opponents that he constantly beat. 

Before his Alabama team met LSU in Ba- 
ton Rouge’s famous Tiger Stadium in 1977, 
Bryant and his team went out on the field for 
a pregame walk. As they strolled across the 
field, the students in the stands booed him 
loudly. But Bryant didn’t notice. Instead, he 
spotted a child in a wheelchair on the LSU 
sideline. Bryant had a soft spot in his heart 
for children, especially a handicapped child. 
So he walked over to the child and bent 
down to shake the kid’s hand. 

In the Tiger Stadium press box, long- 
time LSU Sports Information Director 
Paul Manasseh gasped and said, “My God. 
Look, now he’s healing the sick!” 

Such was the Bryant legend. His tenure 
was not without controversy. The Satur- 
day Evening Post targeted Bryant with 
two stories in 1963 that charged he taught 
dirty football in one and the other accused 
Bryant and Georgia coach Wally Butts of 
conspiring to fix the outcome of the 1962 
Georgia-Alabama game. 

Bryant came out swinging and sued 
the Curtis Publishing Company for 
$10,500,000. Bryant and Butts were 
vindicated on Feb, 3, 1964 when Curtis 
Publishing Company settled out of court 
with Butts for $460,000 and Bryant for 
$300,000 and Curtis paid the taxes. It was 
the beginning of the end for Curtis Pub- 
lishing, which later went out of business. 

Bryant would win three more national 
championships at Alabama in 1973, 1978 
and 1979. In all, he won 13 SEC titles and 
in the 1970s when some thought the game 
was passing him by, Bryant switched to 
the wishbone, integrated the passing game 


into the offense and promptly won 103 
games in the decade. 

Bryant’s final game was the 1982 
Liberty Bow] when Alabama beat Illinois 
21-15 to present Bryant with one last 
victory. He passed away 28 days later on 
January 25, 1983. 

Years earlier, Benny Marshall, sports edi- 
tor of The Birmingham News, asked Bryant 
how long he expected to continue to coach. 

“Why, I hope it lasts forever,” Bryant 
said, 

It didn’t. but his legacy did. 
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BURTON BURNS 


Associate Head Coach/Running Backs 


Burton Burns is in his third sea- 
son with the Crimson Tide football 
program as associate head coach 
and running backs coach. A native 
of New Orleans, La., Burns spent 
eight seasons at Clemson after a 
four-year stint at Tulane. A player 

at Nebraska where he played in three bowl games, he has 
coached high school football and at Southern University in 
Baton Rouge. 


BO DAVIS 


Defensive Line 


Bo Davis is in his third season 
with the Crimson Tide football 
staff as defensive line coach. 
Davis came to Alabama after serv- 
ing as an assistant strength and 
conditioning coach and assistant 
defensive line coach with the Mi- 

ami Dolphins under Nick Saban. Davis also spent four years 
as an assistant strength and conditioning coach at LSU under 
Saban and current Tigers’ head coach Les Miles. 


JOE PENDRY 
Assistant Head Coach/Offensive Line 


Joe Pendry is in his third year at 
Alabama serving as assistant head 


coach for offense and offensive 

line coach. Pendry has worked 

with six different NFL clubs, 

including the Houston Texans, 

Carolina Panthers, Buffalo Bills 
and Kansas City Chiefs. He also coached at Kansas State, 
Pittsburgh and Michigan State before moving to the profes- 
sional ranks where he was with the USFL’s Philadelphia 
Stars. 


CURT CIGNETTI 


Receivers/Recruiting Coordinator 


Curt Cignetti joined the Crim- 
son Tide football coaching staff 
as receivers coach and recruiting 
coordinator in 2007. The 2008 and 
2009 signing classes were nation- 
A ally ranked as the nation’s best. 

Cignetti spent seven seasons as 
tight ends coach, recruiting coordinator and quarterbacks 
coach at North Carolina State. Prior to working with the 
Wolfpack, Cignetti spent six seasons on the staff at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh. 


JIM McELWAIN 


Offensive Coordinator/(Quarterbacks 


Jim McElwain is the offensive 
coordinator and quarterbacks coach 
for the Crimson Tide after serving 
in the same role at Fresno State. 
He spent 2006 as quarterbacks 
coach for the Oakland Raiders. 
McElwain was the assistant head 

coach, receivers coach and special teams coach at Michigan 
State. Prior to his stint with the Spartans, McElwain spent 
three seasons at Louisville as receivers and special teams 


coach. 


KIRBY SMART 


Defensive Coordinator/Secondary 


Kirby Smart is in his third sea- 
son with the Alabama football staff 
as secondary coach, also serving 
the last two seasons as defensive 
coordinator. A former defensive 
back at Georgia, Smart joined Ala- 
bama in 2007 after spending 2006 

as safeties coach with Nick Saban and the NFL’s Miami Dol- 
phins. Prior to his stint with the Dolphins, Smart spent six 
years with Georgia, LSU, Florida State and Valdosta State. 


JAMES WILLIS 


Associate Head Coach/Linebackers Coach 


James Willis, a seven-year 

NFL veteran, joined the Crimson 

Tide after serving as an lineback- 

ers coach at Auburn. Prior to his 

stint at Auburn, Willis coached the 

linebackers at Temple (2005) and 

Rhode Island (2004-05). Willis 

spent seven seasons in the NFL and one season in the XFL. 

He began his professional career with the Green Bay Packers 
and then played with Philadelphia and Seattle. 


SAL SUNSERI 


Assistant Head Coach/Linebackers 


Sal Sunseri, a former All-Amer- 
ican linebacker at Pittsburgh, 


joined the Alabama coaching staff 
in January of 2009 after serving as 
the defensive line coach with the 


NFL’s Carolina Panthers. Sunseri 

came to Carolina as a defensive 
assistant in 2002 and took over as defensive line coach in 
2003. Prior to his time at Carolina, Sunseri worked at Michi- 
gan State, LSU, Alabama A&M and Louisville. 


BOBBY WILLIAMS 


Tight Ends/Special Teams 


Bobby Williams is in his sec- 
ond season as Alabama’s tight 
ends coach and special teams co- 
ordinator. A veteran coach with 
both college and NFL experience, 
Williams joins Nick Saban’s 
coaching staff for the fourth time 

in his career, as they have worked together previously at 
Michigan State, LSU and the Miami Dolphins. Williams 
followed Saban as head coach at Michigan State, and 
served from 2000-02. 


SCOTT COCHRAN 
Head Strength and Conditioning Coach 


Scott Cochran is the head football 
strength and conditioning coach. 
He came to Alabama after three 
seasons with the New Orleans Hor- 
nets as an assistant strength coach. 
Prior to that, Cochran worked for 
LSU as an assistant strength coach 


on the 2003 national champion Tiger football team. Cochran 
started his career in the strength and conditioning field at Uni- 
versity Laboratory High School in Baton Rouge. 


Additional Crimson Tide Staff 


Mike Vollmar 

Ed Marynowitz 
Jeff Allen 

Tank Conerly 
Jeremy Pruitt 
Willie Carl Martin 
Deadrick Agee 
Jeff Aul 

Rodney Brown 
Cedric Burns 
Gary Cramer 
Glenda Edwards 
Troy Finney 
Todd Fulmer 
Ginger Gilmore 
Mike Groh 
Jeremy Gsell 
Sedrick Irvin 
Jeremy Jordan 
Terry Jones 

Joe Judge 
Ashleigh Kimble 
Bill McDonald 
Jeff Norrid 

Dan O'Brien 
Buddy Overstreet 
Jesse Peoples 
Will Pope 

Jeff Purinton 
Freddie Roach 
Rob Sale 
Rachael Smallwood 
Patrick Suddes 
CC Thompson 


Lester Towns 
Lance Walker 


Associate Athletics Director for Football 
Director of Player Personnel 

Head Athletic Trainer 

Athletic Equipment Director 

Director of Player Development 

Director of Player Development 

Strength and Conditioning Graduate Assistant 
Academic Program Advisor 

Director of Rehab Services 

Coordinator of Athletic Relations 
Director of FCA 

Administrative Assistant to Head Coach 
Assistant Director Video Services 

State Trooper 

Assistant Athletic Trainer 

Offensive Graduate Assistant 

Assistant Athletic Trainer 

Strength and Conditioning Student Assistant 
Assistant Equipment Manager 

Assistant Head Strength Coach 

Video Graduate Assistant 

Assistant Director of Player Personnel 
Director of Sports Medicine 

Video Graduate Assistant 

Defensive Graduate Assistant 

Creative Media Specialist 

State Trooper 

Football Operations Graduate Assistant 
Associate AD for Football Media Relations 
Strength and Conditioning 

Strength and Conditioning 

Recruiting Operations Coordinator 
Associate Director of Football Operations 
Special Assistant to Head Coach/ 
Football Operations Coordinator 
Strength and Conditioning 

Academic Program Advisor 


hen it comes to college 

football, nobody can keep 

up with the Southeastern 
Conference. Whether it’s fan bases or 
traditions, on-the-field play or magnifi- 
cent stadiums, the SEC leads the way. 

During the past decade, stadiums around 
the conference have been upgraded and 
modernized — more user-friendly, acces- 
sible, state-of-the-art. Bigger and better. 

Bryant-Denny Stadium in Tuscaloosa 
is no exception. 

A major upgrade was completed in 
2006, unveiled in the season-opening 
25-17 win over Hawaii, played before 
a record 92,138 fans, including those in 
the new north end zone. After construc- 
tion was completed, the stadium had 123 
skyboxes in three levels of the facility, 
plus two large video screens and wrap- 
around display boards. 

In early 2009, expansion of the south 
end zone upper deck and suite level was 
approved. Plans call for the addition of 
1,700 seats and 36 skyboxes in the South 


Zone club, bringing the total number of 
stadium boxes to 159. There will also 

be 8,500 new upper deck seats. When 
completed, seating capacity will increase 
to over 100,000. The audio-video system 
will be upgraded, including addition of 
two new video boards in the south end 
zone, with matching boards in the north 
end zone. 

The project, which will include a 
stadium level tailgate area and a bottom 
level outdoor market, is scheduled to be 
ready for use by August, 2010. 

Football has not always been played in 
such luxurious facilities in Tuscaloosa. 

The Quad, an area in the campus 
center, now used for tailgating and social 
events on football Saturdays, was the 
playing field from 1893 when the program 
started through the 1914 season. 

Beginning in 1915, the team played 
at University Field, which was renamed 
Denny Field in 1920, after the former 
university president George Hutchenson 
Denny. In 1929, Alabama moved its 


games two blocks west to Denny Stadi- 
um. The first game, played on September 
28, was a 22-7 win over the University 
of Mississippi, attended by 12,000 fans. 

Through the years, the stadium has 
been upgraded and expanded many times, 
first in 1937 when 6,000 seats were added 
on the east side. Thirteen years later, seat- 
ing was increased to 25,000. Grandstands 
were expanded in 1961 to include 61 
rows, raising seating to 43,000. Capacity 
grew to 60,000 in 1966. 

In 1975, the stadium’s name was changed 
to Bryant-Denny Stadium in honor of the 
team’s coach, Paul W. Bryant, a recognition 
bestowed by the Alabama legislature. This 
was one of the first stadiums to be named 
after an active head coach. 

Throughout the program’s history, 
the stadium has been more than just 
an important Alabama tradition. It has 
given the Crimson Tide an overwhelm- 
ing home field advantage, as the team 
has won about 85 percent of its games 
played in the Tuscaloosa stadium. 


ALABAMA ALL-TIME TEAM 


r Soar 
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OFFENSE 


Le _ tee, fe | [| 7 ; 
DON HUTSON RAY PERKINS OZZIE NEWSOME FRED SINGTON ANDRE SMITH CHRIS SAMUELS 
Wide Receiver lide Receiver Wide Receiver Offensive Lineman Offensive Lineman Offensive Lineman 


JOHN HANNAH DWIGHT STEPHENSON JOENAMATH JOHNNY MUSSO BOBBY HUMPHREY LEIGH TIFFIN 
Offensive Lineman Center Quarterback Running Back Running Back Placekicker 


DEFENSE 


at 


MARTY LYONS VAUGHN MANCHA BILLY NEIGHBORS ROLANDO McCLAIN LEE ROY JORDAN DERRICK THOMAS 
Defensive lineman Defensive Lineman Defensive Lineman Linebacker Linebacker Linebacker 


Ses, 


CORNELIUS BENNETT ANTONIO LANGHAM HARRY GILMER BOBBY JOHNS JEREMIAH CASTILLE JAVIER ARENAS 
Linebacker Defensive Back Defensive Back Defensive Back Defensive Back Kick Returner 


Overall Team Statistics 
Cmp-Att-Iint Pct Yds 


Greg McElroy 180-296-4 60.8 2211 UA OPP UA OPP 
fein LA a & | SCORING 380 130 KICK RETURN AVERAGE 24.8 25.6 
Math Ingrart mao 80" 00 Points Per Game 31.7 10.8 PUNT RETURN AVERAGE 16.0 9.0 
Total 194-316-4 61.4 2334 FIRST DOWNS 246 160 INT RETURN AVERAGE 15.2 7.8 
Opponents 173-372-19 46.5 1882 Rushing 129 FUMBLES-LOST 14-6 16-6 
Passing 104 PENALTIES-Yards 63-555 73-601 
Penalty 13 Average Per Game 46.2 50.1 
aoa tg Ava/S | RUSHING YARDAGE 2555 PUNTS-Yards 49-2063 84-3498 
Mark Ingram é 31 20. Yards gained rushing 2778 Average Per Punt 42.1 41.6 
Marquis Maze . 80 35.2 | Yards lost rushing 223 Net punt average 34.7 33.5 
cline : ~ 8 | Rushing Attempts 497 TIME OF POSSESSION/Game 33:00 27:00 
Trent Richardson 4 17 89 | Average Per Rush 5.1 . 3RD-DOWN Conversions 63/167 48/166 
Roy Upchurch K 14 65 | Average Per Game 212.9 ; 3rd-Down Pet 38% 29% 
tea Srey 39 12-4 | TDs Rushing 24 4TH-DOWN Conversions 10/16 9/23 
Earl Alexander 21 43 | PASSING YARDAGE 2334 4th-Down Pct 62% 39% 
Terry Grant. 18 5.9 | Att-Comp-int 316-194-4 372-173-19 SACKS BY-Yards 31-251 14-69 
nae oni 14 2.4 | Average Per Pass 7.4 5.1 MISC YARDS 0 0 
Brandon Gibson Average Per Catch 12.0 10.9 TOUCHDOWNS SCORED 43 15 
Michael Bowman Average Per Game 194.5 156.8 FIELD GOALS-ATTEMPTS —27-32 8-13 
Boron Huber 12 f TDs Passing 16 8 ON-SIDE KICKS 0-0 2-2 
Total 12 194 2334 °5_ | TOTAL OFFENSE 4889 2807.  RED-ZONESCORES  42-4986% 14-20 70% 
Opponents 12 173 1882 109 8 8 | Total Plays 813 725  RED-ZONETOUCHDOWNS 21-4943% 8-2040% 
Average Per Play 6.0 3.9 PAT-ATTEMPTS 37-39 95% 14-14 100% 
Average Per Game 407.4 233.9 ATTENDANCE 644084 279178 
KICK RETURNS: #-Yards 28-695 «68-1738 +~—- Games/AvgPerGame 7/92012 + 4/69794 
PUNT RETURNS: #-Yards 35-560 16-144 Neutral Site Games 1/74954 


INT RETURNS: #-Yards 19-288 4-31 
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No, Yds Avg 
Javier Arenas 28 466 16.6 
Julio Jones 5 75 = 15.0 
Cory Reamer 1 3 3.0 
Lorenzo Washington 16 (16.0 
Total 35 560 16.0 
Opponents 16 144 9.0 
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FIELD GOALS SCORING 


PAT — PAT 


Made-Att Pet 01-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-99 Lg Bikd TO Fas Kick Rush Rev Pass OX 


L. Tiffin 27-31 87.1 0-0 13-13 9-11 4-6 1-150 O Leigh Tiffin 0 27-31 36-38 - - - - 
J.Shelley 0-1 0.0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0-1 0-0 0 0 Markingam 15 9 - = - - = = 
Trent Richardson 6 * - 1 
Julio Jones 4 = = 
FG SEQUENCE Alabama Opponents Roy Upchurch 3 
Virginia Tech (49),(34),(32),36,(20) (28) Darius Hanks = 3 
Fla. International (23),(29),39 ~ Terry Grant 3 
North Texas (35),(20) : Colin Peek 2 
2 
1 
1 
1 


No. Yds Avg 
125 +179 


33 


Mark Barron 7 

Justin Woodall 3 

Rolando McClain 2 21 
Javier Arenas 2 22 
Marquis Johnson 1 0 
Robby Green 1 0 
Kareem Jackson 1 79 
Eryk Anders 1 0 
Cory Reamer 1 8 
Total 9 288 
Opponents 4 31 


Arkansas = = ; 
Kentucky (36) (49,49) ‘Marquis Maze 
Mississippi (25),(21),(22),(21),(31) (25) Javier Arenas 
South Carolina (25),49,(35) (22),(31),50 Greg McElroy 
Tennessee (38),(50),(22),(49)  (24),47,43,44 Mike McCoy 


LSU (28),(20),(40) - Mark Barron = - 

Mississippi State (39) 36,(34) Courtney Upshaw 1 == 
No. Yds Chattanooga (41),43 Jeremy Shelley 0 0-1 1-1 - - 
Javier Arenas 16 472 Aubum 42,(27),(31) - Total 43. 27-32 37-39 1-1 1 

Terry Grant 176 Numbers in (parentheses) indicate field goal was made. Opponents 15 8-13 14-14 
Trent Richardson 20 
Damion Square 5 
Julio Jones 12 
Baron Huber 10 
Total 695 
Opponents 1738 
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KICKOFFS 


No. Yards No. Yds Avg Lg TB FC 120 50+ Bikd 
ye PJ.Fitzgerald 49 2063 42.1 551110 16 8 0 
P J. Fitzgerald 1 Total 49 2063 42155111016 8 0 
N Total 82 E Opponents 84 3498 41.6 71 6 22 20 15 2 


0. 

Courtney Upshaw = 1 , Opponents 32 
1 
1 
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Total 
Opponents 


TOTAL OFFENSE 


GP Plays Rush Pass Total 
Greg McElroy 3: 100 2211 
Mark Ingram 
Trent Richardson 
Roy Upchurch 
Terry Grant 
Star Jackson 
Demetrius Goode 
P J. Fitzgerald 
Marquis Maze 
Julio Jones 
Team 4 -74 0 
Total 813 2555 2334 
Opponents 725 925 1882 


IR Total Avg/G 


GP Rush Rev PR 
0 0 1675 139.6 


Mark Ingram 12 1429 246 
Javier Arenas an] 

Trent Richardson 
Julio Jones 
Marquis Maze 
Terry Grant 

Roy Upchurch 
Colin Peek 
Darius Hanks 
Mike McCoy 
Mark Barron 
Demetrius Good 
Greg McElroy 
Kareem Jackson 
Earl Alexander 
Brad Smelley 
Justin Woodall 
Michael Williams 
Brandon Gibson 
Preston Dial 
Rolando McClai 
P J. Fitzgerald 
Lorenzo Washin 
Baron Huber 
Cory Reamer 
Michael Bowma 
Damion Square 
Star Jackson 
Team 

Total 

Opponents 


~ mS 


ew 


nN 
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6 
4 - 0 0 -74 -185 
12 2555 2334 560 695 288 6432 536.0 
12 925 1882 144 1738 31 4720 393.3 


2009 RESULTS 


Date Opponent Result 
Sep 5, 2009 vs #7 Virginia Tech 
Sep 12,2009 FLA_INTERNATIONAL 
Sep 19, 2009 NORTH TEXAS 
Sep 26, 2009 ARKANSAS 

Oct 03, 2009 at Kentucky 

Oct 10, 2009 at #16 Mississippi 
Oct 17,2009 #22 SOUTH CAROLINA 
Oct 24, 2009 TENNESSEE 

Nov 7, 2009 #9 LSU 

Nov 14,2009 at Mississippi State 
Nov 21, 2009 CHATTANOOGA 
Nov 27, 2009 at Auburn 


2009 SEC STANDINGS 


EASTERN DIVISION Conference 


Florida 
Tennessee 
Georgia 

South Carolina 
Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 


WESTERN DIVISION 
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yy 
HSwcocsconmooocco0ccea 


Score 
34-24 
40-14 
53-7 
35-7 
38-20 
22-3 
20-6 
12-10 
24-15 
31-3 
45-0 
26-21 
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Overall 
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Perssee 
SASH Sys 
omnanaor 


nm 
= 


So 
= 
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IAN Own 


Alabama 
LSU 


Ole Miss 
Arkansas 
Auburn 
Miss. State 


eSeEornce 
ann kes 
Nah eed 


ae 


Rolando McClain 
Javier Arenas 
Mark Barron 
Eryk Anders 

Cory Reamer 
Justin Woodall 
Kareem Jackson 
Marcell Dareus 
Marquis Johnson 
Nico Johnson 
Terrence Cody 
Robby Green 

Ali Sharrief 
Brandon Deaderick 
Tyrone King 
Lorenzo Washington 
Dont’a Hightower 
Courtney Upshaw 
dosh Chapman 
Chris Jordan 
Luther Davis 
Chris Rogers 
Nick Gentry 

Dre Kirkpatrick 
Robert Lester 
Trent Richardson 
Rod Woodson 
Kerry Murphy 
Jerrell Harris 
Terry Grant 

Leigh Tiffin 

Roy Upchurch 
Chavis Williams 
Julio Jones 
Hampton Gray 
Marquis Maze 
Alex Watkins 
Greg McElroy 
Brian Selman 
James Carpenter 
P J, Fitzgerald 
Milton Talbert 
Damion Square 
Colin Peek 
Darius Hanks 
Total 

Opponents 


Mark Ingram 
Trent Richardson 
Roy Upchurch 
Terry Grant 
Demetrius Goode 
Greg McElroy 

P J. Fitzgerald 
Marquis Maze 
Julio Jones 

Star Jackson 
Team 

Total 

Opponents 


Defensive Leaders 


Tackles 


GP-GS Solo Ast Total TFL-Yds 


12-12 96 
11-11 
12-12 
12-10 
12-6 
12-12 
12-12 
12-4 
12-8 
10-2 
12-12 
12-5 
12-1 
12-8 
12-0 
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1 

12-6 0. 
12 402 340 742 
12 465 428 893 


| Sacks Pass Defense 


12,0-57 
12,0-85 
2.5-17 
12.0-72 
7.0-30 
1.5-8 
2,0-10 
9.0-49 
1.0-3 
3.5-17 
5,0-10 


4.0-36 
5.0-53 

0.5-2 
5.0-47 
2.0-17 


2-21 2 

2-22 4 

7-125 10 
1-0 
1-8 
3-33 
. 1-79 
6.5-44 , 
1-0 


1.0-15 


3.5-8 
1.5-10 
4.0-22 

4.0-7 

1.0-1 

2.5-2 


1.56 


0.5-1 


86-415 31-251 19-288 62 
55-166 14-69 4-31 35 


11 
4 
3 

14 


65 
31 


a4 
i) 
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|--Fumbles --| 


Blkd 


No-Yds Int-Yds BU Qbh Rcv-Yds FF Kick Saf 


Long Avg/G 


70 
52 
34 
42 
14 
16 
17 

7 

5 


119.1 
46.8 
21.2 
20.8 
10.8 

8.3 
1.4 
0.6 
0.4 
0.6 


NO NAME 

82 Earl Alexander 
Eryk Anders 
Javier Arenas 
Jonathan Atchison 
Mark Barron 
Kenny Bell 
Alex Benson 
Undra Billingsley 
Chris Bonds 
John Michael Boswell 


TE 
OL 
OL 


Michael Bowman 
Drew Bullard 
James Carpenter 
Josh Chapman 
Terrence Cody 
Marcell Dareus 


WR 
LB 
OL 


OL 
DL 
OL 


Hometown 
Phenix City 
San Antonio, TX 
Tampa, FL 
Atlanta, GA 
Mobile 
Rayville, LA 
Trussville 
Birmingham 
Columbia, SC 
Northport 
Rossville, GA 
Florence 
Augusta, GA 
Hoover 

Ft. Myers, FL 
Huffman 


Thomas Darrah 
Drew Davis 

Luther Davis 
Brandon Deaderick 


Michael DeJohn 
Preston Dial 
DeMarcus DuBose 
Rob Ezell 

P.J. Fitzgerald 

D.J. Fluker 

Colin Gallagher 
Nick Gentry 
Brandon Gibson 
Demetrius Goode 


OB 
OL 
DL 
DL 


Newnan, GA 
Evergreen 

West Monroe, LA 
Elizabethtown, KY 
Hoover 

Mobile 
Montgomery 
Athens 


Coral Springs, FL 


Terry Grant 
Hampton Gray 
Robby Green 
Jeramie Griffin 
Darius Hanks 


Foley 

Atlanta, GA 
Prattville 

Mobile 
LaGrange, GA 
Lumberton, MS 
Tuscaloosa 

New Orleans, LA 
Batesville, MS 
Norcross, GA 


Glenn Harbin 
Jerrell Harris 


Dont'a Hightower 
Baron Huber 
Mark Ingram 
Kareem Jackson 
Star Jackson 
Marquis Johnson 
Mike Johnson 
Nico Johnson 
Barrett Jones 
Julio Jones 
Phelon Jones 
Chris Jordan 
Kendall Kelly 
Tyrone King 

Dre Kirkpatrick 
Eddie Lacy 
Robert Lester 
Tyler Love 


RB/TE SR 


RB 


so 
JR 
FR 
SR 
SR 
FR 
FR 
so 


Mobile 
Gadsden 
Lewisburg, TN 
Knoxville, TN 
Flint, Mi 
Macon, GA 
Lake Worth, FL 
Sarasota, FL 
Pensacola, FL 
Andalusia 
Memphis, TN 
Foley 

Moblie 
Brentwood, TN 
Gadsden 
Birmingham 
Gadsden 
Geismar, LA 
Foley 
Mountain Brook 


NO NAME 

33 Mike Marrow 

4 Marquis Maze 
A.J, McCarron 
Rolando McClain 
Mike McCoy 
Alfred McCullough 
Greg McElroy 
William Ming 
Brandon Moore 
Brian Motley 
Kerry Murphy 
Wesley Neighbors 
Kevin Norwood 
Morgan Ogilvie 
Tana Patrick 
Colin Peek 
Kyle Pennington 
Taylor Pharr 
Russell Raines 
Cory Reamer 
Trent Richardson 
Chris Rogers 


David Ross 

B.J. Scott 

Brian Selman 
Darrington Sentimore 


Ali Sharrief 
Jeremy Shelley 
Travis Sikes 
Allen Skelton 
Brad Smelley 
Damion Square 
Anthony Steen 

Ed Stinson 
William Strickland 
Milton Talbert 
Heath Thomas 
Leigh Tiffin 
Carson Tinker 
Chris Underwood 
Roy Upchurch 
Courtney Upshaw 
Jacob Vane 
William Viachos 
Chance Warmack 
Lorenzo Washington 
Alex Watkins 
Chavis Williams 
David Williams 
Kellen Williams 
Michael Williams 
Nick Williams 
Justin Woodall 
Rod Woodson 


Hometown 
Holland, OH 
Tarrant 

Mobile 

Decatur 
Rankin, MS 
Athens 
Southlake, TX 
Athens 
Montgomery 
Autaugaville 
Hoover 
Huntsville 
D'lberville, MS 
Mountain Brook 
Bridgeport 
Ponte Vedra, FL 
Chatom 
Irondale 
Satsuma 
Hoover 
Pensacola, FL 
Lakeland, FL 
Homewood 
Prichard 
Vestavia Hills 
Norco, LA 
Stevenson 
Raleigh, NC 
Nashville, TN 
Coker 
Tuscaloosa 
Houston, TX 
Lambert, MS 
Homestead, FL 
Tuscaloosa 
Hattiesburg, MS 
Montgomery 
Muscle Shoals 
Murfreesboro, TN 
Birmingham 
Tallahassee, FL 
Eufaula 

Oak Ridge, TN 
Birmingham 
Atlanta, GA 
Loganville, GA 
Brownsville, TN 
Dora 
Duncanville 
Lawrenceville, GA 
Reform 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Oxford, MS 
Olive Branch, MS 


OL/DL FR 
DULB FR 


CRIMSON 


Years: 114 Games: 1,156 Wins: 799 Losses: 314 Tied: 43 


YEAR RECORD CONF. CONE. YEAR RECORD CONF. CONF. YEAR RECORD CONF. CONF. 
RECORD — STANDING RECORD = — STANDING RECORD STANDING 


1892 2-2-0 1931 9-1-0 7-1-0 3rd 1970 6-5-1 3-4-0 T7th 
1884 3-1-0 yn Sn. . cn (7) TC ns Sk a | 
1885 0-4-0 1934" -10-0-0 = 7-0-0 ~—sist’~=—s«dN973™~=Sts«éd'T-=~OD.—“(i«BO-O 
1860 20t—“(i‘iéOCOC;*;#*CNSRS”*O#*#*;*CUGSRSYSCO*#*~«dA OOS (1974 1-1-0 6-0-0 
1897 1-0-0 1936 80-1501) and ~SSti«i1 QS 1-1-0 6-0-0 
18998 «Nojam 1937 94-0 60-0 ist 1976 9-3-0 5-2-0 
mm “oO °° °° ° »+J OF - wa og CtOER 11-1-0 7-0-0 
00. 24930 4939. °®.'534 4o34 etn 1978" 11-150 6-0-0 
nn a2 °° 40 7p wo ay Oh 120 | GOO 
j02.2=«44002~CS~*—<“‘:™S™S™~;””!C~C«*éN®:*~*~é< k!!CU!”~CSC«é<«‘«‘ 10-20 6-1-0 
1903 3-4-0 1942.~«O«wBDté«~<aS:*«‘“‘«‘s:C‘<i‘sés 9-2-1 7-0-0 
1904 7-3-0 1943 NoTeam World War I 1982 8-4-0 3-3-0 
1905 6-4-0 1944 5-2-2 3-1-2 1983 8-4-0 4-2-0 
1906 5-1-0 1945 10-0-0 6-0-0 enw oles 2-4-0 


1907 5-1-2 Seis) dan) a a Se 
it ata ... ©. 23: 4-2- 
1908 6-1-1 Ma aa A 1986 ‘10-3-0 0 


SS 1987 7-5-0 4-2-0 
1909 5-1-2 1948 6-4-1 4-4-] 
a a 1988 9-3-0 4-3-0 
1910 4-4-0 1949 6-3-1 4-3-1 
SSS aa 1989 10-2-0 6-1-0 
1911 5-2-2 1950 9-2-0 6-2-0 


Ss 1990 7-5-0 5-2-0 
1912 5-3-1 1951 5-6-0 3-5-0 


3 a Sons - 1991 11-1-0 6-1-0 
DONG Fd en y 10-2-0 ee 1992* 13-0-0 8-0-0 
1914 5-4-0 1953 6-3-3 4-0-3 


1993" 9-3-4 5-2-4 
1915 6-2-0 1954 4-5-2 3-3-2 1994 12-1-0 8-0-0 
1916 6-3-0 1955 0-10-0 0-7-0 a oF =a 
1917 5-2-1 1956 2-7-1 2-5-0 


— —————SS 1996 10-3 6-2 
1918 No Team 1957 2-7-1 1-6-1 1997 4-7 2-6 
1919 8-1-0 5-1-0 1958 5-4-1 3-4-1 1998 7-5 4-4 
1920 10-1-0 4-1-0 1959 7-2-2 4-1-2 4999 10-3 7-4 
1921 5-4-2 1-4-2 1960 8-1-2 §-1-1 2000 3-5 
1922 6-3-1 3-2-1 1961" 11-0-0 7-0-0 2001 4-4 
1923 7-2-1 4-1-1 1962 10-1-0 6-1-0 2002 6-2 
1924 8-1-0 5-0-0 1963 9-2-0 6-2-0 2003 2-6 
1925* 10-0-0 7-0-0 1964* 10-1-0 8-0-0 2004 3-5 
1926* 9-0-1 8-0-0 1965" 9-1-1 6-1-1 2005 6-2 
1927 5-4-1 3-4-1 1966 11-0-0 6-0-0 2006 2-6 
1928 6-3-0 6-2-0 1967 8-2-1 5-1-0 2007 4-4 
1929 6-3-0 4-3-0 5th 8-3-0 4-2-0 2008 8-0 1st 
1930* 10-0-0 8-0-0 1st 6-5-0 2009 8-0 1st 


Conference standings from 1922-1932 are Southern Conference * National Champions 
** Forfeit due to NCAA decision 


Year Bowl 
1926 Rose 
1927 Rose 
1931 Rose 
1935 Rose 
1938 Rose 
1942 Cotton 


Total Appearances: 56 


Outcome 
Alabama 20, Washington 19 
Alabama 7, Stanford 7 


Alabama 24, Washington State 0 


Alabama 29, Stanford 13 
California 13, Alabama 0 
Alabama 29, Texas A&M 21 


1943 Orange 
1945 Sugar 
1946 Rose 
1948 Sugar 
1953 Orange 
1954 Cotton 
1959 Liberty 
1960 Bluebonnet 
1962 Sugar 
1963 Orange 
1964 Sugar 
1965 Orange 
1966 Orange 
1967 Sugar 
1968 Cotton 
1968 Gator 
1969 Liberty 
1970 Bluebonnet 
1972 Orange 
1973 Cotton 
1973 Sugar 


Alabama 37, Boston College 21 


Duke 29, Alabama 26 
Alabama 34, Southern Cal 14 
Texas 27, Alabama 7 
Alabama 61, Syracuse 6 
Rice 28, Alabama 6 

Penn State 7, Alabama 0 
Alabama 3, Texas 3 
Alabama 10, Arkansas 3 
Alabama 17, Oklahoma 0 
Alabama 12, Mississippi 7 
Texas 21, Alabama 17 
Alabama 39, Nebraska 28 
Alabama 34, Nebraska 7 
Texas A&M 20, Alabama 16 


Missouri 35, Alabama 10 
Colorado 47, Alabama 33 
Alabama 24, Oklahoma 24 


Nebraska 38, Alabama 6 


Texas 17, Alabama 13 
Notre Dame 24, Alabama 23 


1975 Orange 
1975 Sugar 
1976 Liberty 


Notre Dame 13, Alabama 11 


Alabama 13, Penn State 6 
Alabama 36, UCLA 6 


1978 Sugar 


Alabama 35, Ohio State 6 


Wins: 31 


Year Bowl 

1988 Hall of Fame 
1988 Sun 

1990 Sugar 

1991 Fiesta 

1991 Blockbuster 
1993 Sugar 

1993 Gator 


CRIMSON TIDE BOWL RECORD 


Losses: 22 Ties: 3 


Outcome 

Michigan 28, Alabama 24 
Alabama 29, Army 28 
Miami 33, Alabama 25 
Louisville 34, Alabama 7 
Alabama 30, Colorado 25 
Alabama 34, Miami 13 


Alabama 24, North Carolina 10 


1995 Citrus 


Alabama 24, Ohio State 17 


1997 Outback 
1998 Music City 
2000 Orange 

2001 Independence 
2004 Music City 
2005 Cotton 

2006 Independence 
2007 Independence 
2008 Sugar 


Alabama 17, Michigan 14 


Virginia Tech 38, Alabama 7 
Michigan 35, Alabama 34 (OT) 
Alabama 14, lowa State 13 


Minnesota 20, Alabama 16 


Alabama 13, Texas Tech 10 
Oklahoma State 34, Alabama 31 


Alabama 30, Colorado 24 
Utah 31, Alabama 17 


Bowl fAlppearances and the Record 


1979 Sugar 
1980 Sugar 
1981 Cotton 


Alabama 14, Penn State 7 


Alabama 24, Arkansas 9 
Alabama 30, Baylor 2 


I 


1982 Cotton 
1982 Liberty 
1983 Sun 
1985 Aloha 


Texas 14, Alabama 12 
Alabama 21, Illinois 15 


Alabama 28, SMU 7 


Alabama 24, Southern Cal 3 


1986 Sun 


Alabama 28, Washington 6 


Bowl Game 
Sugar Bowl 
Orange Bowl 
Cotton Bowl 
Rose Bowl 
Liberty Bowl 
Independence Bowl 
$un Bowl 
Bluebonnet Bowl 
Gator Bowl 
Music City Bowl 
Aloha Bowl 
Blockbuster Bowl 
Citrus Bowl 
Fiesta Bowl 
Hall of Fame Bowl 


Outback Bowl 


Record 
(8-5) 


(3-4) 
(4-1-1) 
(2-2) 
(2-1) 
i) 
(0-0-2) 


(0-2) 
(1-0) 
(1-0) 


TITLE GAME 
PREVIEW 


By Dennis Dodd 


ow do you define classic? 
Will 11 combined national 
championships do? 

Welcome to Texas-Alabama in the BCS 
championship game. In those two states, 
this is the way it’s supposed to be. Two 
superpowers seeking perfection — and 
redemption. 

Bama posted its second consecutive un- 
defeated regular season. But no one wants 
to remember how it started in 2008 — five 
weeks at No. | only to lose to Florida and 
Utah to end the season. 

Texas was just as close last season, 
losing a controversial Big 12 tiebreaker 
that decided the conference, the national 
championship game and the Heisman. 

So, yeah, you can say the "Horns and 
Tide are feeling pretty good about them- 


selves. 


Alabama is defined by a stout defense 
and Mark Ingram, the single-season rush- 
ing leader in Bama history. Texas has an 
equally tough defense and Colt McCoy. 

It goes a little deeper than that, as you 
will read. 

Locked in the biggest game of his life, 
Alabama’s quarterback flexed his biceps 
toward the Florida bench. It’s a wonder 
that the Gators didn’t come off the side- 
line on Dec. 5 and pound Greg McElroy’s 
posing frame into the Georgia Dome turf 
right there. 

It was only the second quarter of the 
SEC title game that would define his Ala- 
bama legacy, and already McElroy was 
channeling the legend he would outplay 


— acertain Mr. Tebow. Remember him ... 


the guy who was crying his eyes out at the 
end on the Georgia Dome big screen? 


Photo by Paul Abell-US PRESSWIRE 


McElroy had just thrown a block 
for teammate Trent Richardson on a 
seven-yard run. No biggie except at that 
moment, the quarterback put his body at 
risk and taunted the defending national 
champions at the same time. 

Florida did not retaliate then, or for 
most of Alabama’s 32-13 victory that sent 
the Tide to their first BCS title game. 

A Tide Nation that had just about turned 
blue from holding its breath between 
championships exhaled. Three years after 
Nick Saban was hired and 17 years after 
Alabama’s last national championship, the 
Tide is playing for it all. 

Only those in the Alabama locker room 
saw this coming. McElroy, a redshirt ju- 
nior, has been up and down in his first sea- 
son as starter. Perhaps his most redeeming 
qualities were, first, coming to Alabama 
and then sticking around for three years 
until the job was his. 

Bama seemed like an odd destination 
for a guy who came from the wide-open 
offense at Southlake Carroll High near 
Dallas. Chase Daniel preceded him and 
then set all of the University of Missouri’s 
passing records. McElroy came out four 
years ago and mostly sat while John 
Parker Wilson played. 

Even this season while Alabama was 
rising to No. 1, McElroy was uneven, nev- 
er surpassing 148 yards in four midseason 
games. The difference might have finally 
come in the Auburn game. McElroy and 
crew saved the season with a game- 
winning drive in the final minutes. In that 
game, McElroy threw the game-winning 


pass to Roy Upchurch with 1:24 left. 


“It helped keep our dream season 
alive,” tight end Colin Peek said. 

There’s something about Texas quar- 
terbacks. There are 22 Lone Star natives 
starting at the position at the 120 Football 
Bowl Subdivision programs. That's 
almost 20 percent, the highest concentra- 
tion from any one state. There are two of 
them starting in this national champion- 
ship game. 

Colt McCoy was the 2008 runner-up 
for the Heisman and became the win- 
ningest quarterback in history with 


45 wins as a starter. The difference is 
that McElroy is just getting started. 

“We're just glad he’s our quarter- 
back,” Alabama tackle Mike Johnson 
said. 

There’s something about Texas, 
period. Alabama is winless against only 
six teams from BCS conferences in its 
history. Texas (0-7-1) is one of them. 
The last meeting was January 1, 1982. 

Alabama had to live for a year think- 
ing about that lost 2008 opportunity. 

It was leading Florida 20-17 going into 
the fourth quarter last year. Then it was 
outgained 117-1 on the field and 14-0 on 
the scoreboard. 

“It’s a game we came up 15 minutes 
shy in last year. So, yeah, we were all 
emotional,” McElroy said. “Why would 
you play the game if you didn’t play 
emotional? This is what we spend hours 
upon hours to prepare for.” 

This time the fourth quarter was 
a formality, Alabama dominated Florida 
in winning its 22nd SEC title. Before 


getting there, it had to beat Tennessee on 


Terrence Cody’s two blocked kicks, LSU 


on a fourth quarter rally and Auburn on 
a late drive. 

You'll read a lot about Alabama's de- 
fense and Ingram’s monster season. You 
won't read much about McElroy being 
the X factor — as in anyone except the 
Bama quarterback being able to get the 
Tide this far. 

Alabama is a lot of things — Cody’s 
big paws, Rolando McClain’s relentless- 
ness, Javier Arena’s versatility, Saban’s 
steely glare. Most of all Alabama is ... 
at the mountaintop. 

“Tt all came full circle,” McElroy said. 
“All the 110s (sprints) we’ve run, all the 
blood, sweat and conditioning, all the 


reps in the weight room. That’s what it’s 


all for, to take a knee against Florida to 


win the SEC championship.” 

Texas spent six weeks at the end of 
the 2008 season wandering what effect 
a last-second, one-point loss to Texas 
Tech would have on its championship 
prospects. It found out on BCS pick “em 
day. 


By a fraction of a point, it lost out to 
the Oklahoma team it beat in its most 
bitter rivalry. You know the rest. OU 
won the Big 12, played for the national 
championship and left the Longhorns in 
the Texas dust. 

The ‘Horns had to rebuild their 
psyche. Fans obsessed about the inter- 
ception freshman Blake Gideon dropped 
at Texas Tech. They obsessed about 
having to chase Oklahoma. 

“T think that was the second-worst 
locker room I walked into,” Brown said 
of the Nov. 30, 2008 announcement that 
kept Texas from winning the Big 12 
South. “The locker room for (former 
player) Cole Pittman was worse when 
he died (in 2001).” 

Last season, in that locker room, 
Brown was steamed. “I was so mad,” 
he said. “I refused to speak until I got 
a chance to catch my breath.” 

When Brown got back to normal 
breathing patterns, he realized he had 
to start over. Brown had to raise the 
spirits of Earl Thomas, who let up when 
Michael Crabtree caught that game-win- 
ning pass because he thought he heard 
a whistle. He had to counsel Gideon, 
who dropped what would have been the 
game-ending interception against Texas 
Tech. 

The message boards already were 
spewing invective: 

If he would have caught the ball, they 
would still be No. 1. 

Yep, he dropped it. Adios, Texas. 

Easiest pick I’ve ever seen, simple tip 
drill, really. Guess that’s why he plays 
safety instead of WR. This kid better 
transfer. Gotta feel for him. 

“When he walked to class the next 
week,” Gideon’s dad said, “there was 
a 50-yard radius around him like he had 
a disease.” 

The Drop. It meant everything to the 
2008 season. Brown took the mood from 
that locker room and forged it into iron 
for this season. The only way you can 
get over this, he told them, was to win 
them all. They all nodded and did just 
that, winning at least 10 for the ninth 


Tentative Starting Lineups 


Texas Offense 


Pos. 


QB 
PK 


Name 

Adam Ulatoski 
Charlie Tanner 
Chris Hall 
Michael Huey 
Kyle Hix 

Greg Smith 
James Kirkendoll 
Jordan Shipley 
Malcolm Williams 
Tre’ Newton 

Colt McCoy 
Hunter Lawrence 


Alabama Offense 


Pos. 


HB 
QB 
PK 


Name 

James Carpenter 
Mike Johnson 
William Viachos 
Barrett Jones 
Drew Davis 
Colin Peek 
Marquis Maze 
Julio Jones 
Mark Ingram 
Preston Dial 
Greg McElroy 
Leigh Tiffin 


Texas Defense 


Pos. 


Name 

Sergio Kindle 
Lamarr Houston 
Kheeston Randall 
Sam Acho 
Keenan Robinson 
Roddrick Muckelroy 
Emmanuel Acho 
Curtis Brown 
Chykie Brown 
Blake Gideon 

Earl Thomas 
Justin Tucker 


Alabama Defense 


Pos. 
DE 
NG 
DE 
OLB 
ILB 
OLB 
CB 
CB 
CB 
FS 
S 

P 


Name 

Lorenzo Washington 
Terrence Cody 
Brandon Deaderick 
Cory Reamer 
Rolando McClain 
Eryk Anders 

Javier Arenas 
Marquis Johnson 
Kareem Jackson 
Justin Woodall 
Mark Barron 

P.J. Fitzgerald 


ie 


Yr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
So. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


Yr. 
Jr, 
Sr. 
So. 
So, 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 
So. 
So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 


Yr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
So. 
Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
So. 
So. 
So. 


Yr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
SO. 
Sr. 
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consecutive year. (is 
They weren’t pushed much until late, in a i 

10-point rivalry win over Texas A&M and that | 

can-you-believe-it miracle against Nebraska 

in the Big 12 title game. A replay booth might 


have been the margin of victory. 


Who cares? Texas figures it was owed its 
spot in Pasadena after last season. 

McCoy had a down year numbers-wise from 
2008 when he was the Heisman runner-up. The : ses ; 
defense improved from No. 51 in the country : 
to top five. 

In his second season, defensive coordinator 
Will Muschamp shaped the unit more to his 
style. Texas now blitzes from anywhere. Defen- 
sive end/linebacker Sergio Kindle comes from 
all angles. Lamarr Houston, a converted running 
back, rules the middle at defensive tackle. 
Thomas has become an All-American. Gideon 
is part of a secondary that grew up together. 

“We’re a year older,” Muschamp said. “We 


love our athleticism.” tL. 6 
So does Alabama. May the best superpower 

win. 
Dennis Dodd is the Senior Writer for | 


CBSSports.com 


BCS Title Game Scouting Report 


»,( 


OVERVIEW 


in this game, and the Texas 

Longhorns will be college 

football's most accomplished 
program of this century. 

And they have the Alabama Crimson 
Tide right where they want them: In the 
Rose Bowl, the scene of their finest hour. 

Excuse Longhorns fans for their sense 
of déja vu as they descend on the famed 
Arroyo Seco in Pasadena leading up to the 
Jan. 7 BCS Championship Game. It’s just 
that this feels a lot like it did four years 
ago. 

That time, remember, the undefeated 
Longhorns were supposed to be a one- 
man team, relieved just to be there, 
although cast as merely a glamorous 
underdog to an undefeated and virtually 
unbeatable No. | team. 

Things worked out just fine for that edi- 
tion of the Mack Brown-led Longhorns, 
when Vince Young staged what is com- 
monly called 1) The greatest performance 
in championship game history, and 2) The 
greatest championship game in history. 

Some folks go as far as calling it the 
best game of college football ever played. 
That might sound a little over the top, but 
not if you bleed burnt orange. 

Still, Texas likes where it is. Substitute 
these words, and you'll get the picture ... 

Now 
2009 
13-0 
Alabama 


Then 
2005 
12-0 

USC 
Bush Ingram 
Leinart McElroy 
Won, 41-38 Dae 


By Don Borst 


The Longhorns have been here and 
done this. Now, they just need to get ’er 
done again. 

Texas, of course, felt as though it 
should have been in the BCS Champion- 
ship Game last year, too, and perhaps 
playing for a second straight national 
crown, But then, that’s probably a big 


reason they’re here now. 

Much as Alabama used its fourth-quar- 
ter meltdown in the 2008 SEC Cham- 
pionship Game as motivation for 2009, 
the Longhorns used the last-play miracle 
(what is it called when a bad miracle hap- 
pens?) and subsequent snubbing by the 
BCS rankings to create a 2009 crusade to 
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undefeatedness. 

Colt McCoy and the Longhorns made 
it their life’s work to take the decision out 
of the hands of the voters this season; all 
the ‘Horns had to do was win every game. 
And they did just that. 

Amazingly, just as in 2008, Texas was 
at the fulcrum of the most notable play of 
the college football season in 2009. 

Last year, the Longhorns had defeated 
Oklahoma, 45-35, and were on their 
way to the national title game. But when 
Texas Tech’s Michael Crabtree made his 
unbelievable, last-play, circus catch-and- 
pirouette into the end zone, the most- 
replayed play of the season became the 
reason UT did not get to play for the BCS 
championship. 

This time, they were on the right side 
of the outcome. That was when the game 
clock in Cowboys Stadium clicked off the 
last second of the Big 12 Championship 
Game a little quicker than the officials 
thought appropriate. So, they put an 
extra second on the clock, and Hunter 
Lawrence made good on it by kicking the 
game-winning field goal to beat Nebraska, 
13-12. 

Whatever. They're here now, riding 
a 17-game winning streak, and entirely 
capable of doing the deed in the title game. 

Their offense, at times, has shown itself 
to be one of the best in the country. 

Their defense, at times, has shown itself 
to be one of the best in the country. 

And if they are able to put together 
a complete performance, Texas will win 
its second national championship in five 
years, and improve its already stunning 
record since the turn of the century to 11 1- 
18. But, of course, it’s Nick Saban’s job to 
make sure that the Longhorns aren’t able 
to comfortably establish Jan. 7 as the day 
they put it all together. 

Brown has his program on what seems 
to be autopilot. Texas has won at least 
10 games nine seasons in a row, and he 
knows how to get the most out of his 
team in the big games. Texas has won five 
bowl games in a row, including three BCS 
games (two Rose, one Fiesta), has taken 


four of five from Oklahoma, and has that 


Photo by Matthew Emmons-US PRESSWIRE 


2005 national championship to its credit. 


Now, one more victory could lead 
to thousands of kids named “Mack” or 
“Colt” matriculating into Texas elemen- 
tary schools in six or seven years. 

McCoy is the most successful quarter- 
back in college football history. He’s led 
the most victories (45), he’s led some of 
the most dramatic comebacks (12 fourth- 
quarter rallies), and he has shown lots of 
different ways to beat you. 

He started the season admittedly trying 
to do too much on his own, but in the 
second half of the regular season, McCoy 
was unstoppable. Texas scored an average 
of 44 points a game, with a 31-point aver- 
age margin of victory. 

While Florida and Alabama were at 
times staging last-minute victories, rely- 
ing on last-second heroics, Texas games 
became somewhat boring, as the Long- 
horns simply rolled over opponent after 
opponent, awaiting this date in Pasadena. 

Then came the regular-season finale 
against Texas A&M, when the “Horns 
needed McCoy’s 304 yards and four 
touchdown passes, as well as his 175 
yards rushing — and Marquise Goodwin's 
95-yard kickoff return — to earn the 


49-39 victory. 

The defensive shortcomings in that 
game were somewhat surprising, but they 
made up for that with a shut-down effort 
against Nebraska when McCoy and the 
offense struggled. 

With a month to prepare, and in the 
stadium that holds the most special of 
Texas memories, there’s little reason 
to think that the Crimson Tide will see 
anything but the best that the Longhorns 
have to offer. 


When 


he law of averages suggests Colt 
McCoy won’t deliver two stinkers 
in a row. 

He was battered and dizzied by Ne- 
braska, throwing three interceptions amid 
nine sacks, in the Big 12 title game. But 
he ultimately did what he’s done better 
than any quarterback in college football 
history — won the game. 

MeCoy has an NCAA-record 45 victories 
in four seasons and is the heart and soul of 
the Longhorns. He’s a dynamic offensive 
player who thrives in the spread offense and 
also has 20 career touchdown runs. 

But life won't get any easier for McCoy 
against Alabama. The Crimson Tide ranks 
first in scoring defense and pass efficiency 
defense going into the national title game. 


On the ground 


McCoy was the team’s leader in car- 
ries and can be the leading option in the 
running game ahead of a committee of 
running backs that was without a featured 
runner most of the season. Vondrell Mc- 
Gee, Cody Johnson and Fozzy Whittaker 
had multiple chances to claim the starting 
job at running back, but, for various rea- 
sons, failed to do so. 

Freshman Tre’ Newton isn’t flashy or 
fast. He has two consecutive starts, and of- 
fensive coordinator Greg Davis compared 
him to Emmitt Smith in that he’s sneaky 
with his speed, has very quick feet and 
Texas considered him its top short-yardage 
back late in the season over Johnson. 
Newton is a dangerous receiver when left 
uncovered in space as a check-down, but 
he still shares the load in the backfield. 

McCoy has more of a burst than some 
defenses expect, and he rushed for 175 
yards against Texas A&M. He'll likely be 
spied by a linebacker or safety. 

Linebacker Rolando McClain spear- 
heads Alabama’s defense. calling signals 
and leading the team with 101 tackles, 
including 12.5 for loss. The Crimson Tide 
constricted most teams in the running 


Texas Has the Ball 


game, allowing 2.8 yards per carry and 
just five rushing touchdowns (tied for the 
national lead with Texas and Penn State). 
Nose tackle Terrence Cody, at 365 
pounds, plays a major role in stopping in- 
side runs and in short yardage situations. 


Through the air 


The interior offensive line will be scru- 
tinized leading up to the BCS National 
Championship game. It was dominated by 
Defensive Player of the Year Ndamukong 
Suh of Nebraska, and Cody can collapse 
the pocket — as more of a clogger than 
pass rusher — to create pressure with his 
dominant size and power. 

McCoy's aptitude will be tested by 
Alabama. The Tide will show multiple 
looks in the secondary and pressure from 
different positions to get McCoy think- 
ing instead of reacting. The Tide can be 
a chameleon defense without having to 
change personnel, all designed to confuse 


Rushing Att 
Tre’ Newton 102 
Colt McCoy 128 
Cody Johnson 84 
Vondrell McGee 56 
Fozzy Whittaker 52 
Texas offense 485 
Alabama defense 367 


Passing Comp 
Colt McCoy 330 
Texas offense 345 
Alabama defense 193 


Receiving Rec. 
Jordan Shipley 106 
James Kirkendoll 48 
Dan Buckner 44 
Malcolm Williams 38 
John Chiles 34 
Marquise Goodwin 27 
Texas offense 345 


Total offense Plays 
Texas offense 983 
Alabama defense 774 


Scoring TOs) = XP 


Texas scored 66 65 
Alabama allowed 16 15 


Avg. 


Pass Yards Yds/Play 


1,985 3,636 
1,013 2,129 3,142 41 


2ptxP FG ss Saf 


pre-snap reads. Nick Saban has long been 
known to use bow! games to introduce 
something teams haven't seen before — 
not necessarily exotic, but a formation or 
alignment not seen on film in preparation. 

McCoy completed 70.5 percent of 
his passes and almost one-third of those 
landed in the soft hands of senior Jordan 
Shipley. The receiver was fifth in the 
nation in receptions with 106 and 
1] touchdowns. He had six or more catch- 
es 11 times and four double-digit catch 
games, highlighted by an eye-popping 
11 receptions for 273 yards against UCF 
and a 15-catch game as a junior. 

Texas had four other receivers with 34 or 
more receptions. Junior James Kirkendoll 
emerged late in the year, with five of his six 
TD catches coming in November. Malcolm 
Williams is a key to the dink-and-dunk 
offense in part because he’s a high-effort 
player. He led the team in yards per catch. 

— Jeff Reynolds 


Yds Yds/Game 
513 39.5 
348 26.8 
333 25.6 
300 30.0 
207 20.7 
1,985 152.7 (55th) 
1,013 77.9 (2nd) 


Yards TDs Yds/Game 
3,512 27 270.2 
3,636 27 279.7 (14th) 
2,129 9 163.8 (7th) 


TDs Yds/Game 
11 104.8 (7th) 
6 35.5 
34.2 

42.0 

29.0 

16.1 

279.7 


Yds/Game 
432.4 (20th) 
241.7 (2nd) 
Pts/Game 


40.7 (3rd) 
11.0 (Ast) 


5,621 5.7 


0 22 1 
0 10 1 


labama doesn’t have a chame- 

leon-like offense with inter- 

changeable parts that can be 
plugged in and swapped out based on 
what Texas does defensively, but it is 
more balanced than the 2008 version that 
was mostly predicated on power running. 

The Crimson Tide, second in the na- 
tion in total defense, can capably play 
keep-away by moving the chains in an 
offense that could be safely described as 
risk-averse. 

Alabama was fifth in the nation in 
turnover margin, largely because junior 
quarterback Greg McElroy threw one inter- 
ception every 78.5 attempts. He'll be two 
months from his last interception (vs. LSU, 
Nov. 7) when the title game kicks off. 

McElroy has a star receiver in sopho- 
more Julio Jones, but his greatest ally is 
tailback Mark Ingram. He was 12th in the 
nation in rushing, averaging 118.6 yards 
per game. 


On the ground 


Alabama won't deviate from what 


worked best — Ingram right, Ingram 
left — in 2009, even against Texas’ 
No. I-ranked run defense. 

While the Longhorns were first in 
the FBS with their miniscule per-carry 
average of 1.99, gave up five rushing 
touchdowns all season, held three teams 
to less than 130 yards total offense and 
earned a gold medal in run defense, it’s 
worth noting that the Big 12 had only one 
rusher among the nation’s top 60 play 
against Texas (Keith Toston, Oklahoma 
State) during the regular season. 

That begs the question: Were the 
Longhorns dominant or beneficiaries of 
circumstance? 

Ingram has been a horse and finished 
strong with seven rushing touchdowns in 
the last four games. Excluding a subpar 
performance against Auburn on Nov. 27 
(16 carries, 30 yards), when Ingram 
limped off with a hip pointer, he has 1,165 


Alabama Has 


yards in the other eight games since the 
start of October (145.6 per game), Each 
time he’s had at least 19 carries, he’s 
given the Tide no less than 115 yards. 

Ingram has a second gear, but can also 
deliver a blow when he’s met in the hole. 
He gets plenty of yards after first contact. 
Texas is likely to sell out to stuff the run, 
meaning McElroy will need to make plays 
as he did against Florida. 


Through the air 


Texas defensive coordinator Will 
Muschamp wants to create pressure on the 
pocket and force unsound decisions out of 
McElroy. Muschamp, you'll recall, knows 
coach Nick Saban all too well, having 
served as a top-ranking assistant under 
Saban at LSU and with the Miami 
Dolphins. He then stopped at Auburn 
for two seasons before heading to Texas. 

Texas will test the sound protection of 


Rushing 

Mark Ingram 
Trent Richardson 
Roy Upchurch 
Terry Grant 
Alabama offense 
Texas defense 


Att = Int 
314 4 
334 4 
448 24 


Yards 
573 
519 
322 
313 
272 

2,573 


Passing 

Greg McElroy 
Alabama offense 
Texas defense 


Receiving 

Julio Jones 
Marquis Maze 
Mark Ingram 
Colin Peek 
Darius Hanks 
Alabama offense 


Total offense 
Alabama offense 
Texas defense 


Scoring XP 
Alabama score 39 
Texas allow 21 


Pass Yards Yds/Play 
2,806 2,573 
808 2,456 3,264 


2ptXP 


the Ball 


with blitzes and ever-changing looks. 

Teams are refusing to let Jones do 
major damage. Until his nine-catch ef- 
fort against Auburn, his season had been 
largely forgettable. He had two catches 
in the SEC title game and more than four 
grabs in just two games all season. 

The Longhorns’ secondary has speed 
and range, but might need bracket coverage 
— using sophomore safety Blake Gideon 
over the top — to keep Jones in check, 

That would force McElroy to look 
elsewhere in his progression, where Texas 
likes its chances. Alabama will be wary of 
sophomore safety Earl Thomas — eight 
interceptions, two return touchdowns this 
season — and the "Horns picked off nearly 
two passes per game (24) this season. 

Ingram was second on the team in 
catches. Sophomore WR Marquis Maze 
averaged 17.3 yards per catch and closed 
the season with three of his best games. 

— Jeff Reynolds 


Yds 

1,542 

642 

290 

166 

27 2,806 
5 808 


Pct Yards TDs 
61.2 2,450 17 
Glife BS73! 7 
55.6 2,456 14 


Yds/Game 
118.6 (12th) 
49.4 


215.86 (12th) 
62.15 (1st) 


Yds/Game 
188.5 

197.9 (84th) 
188.9 (23rd) 


Yds/Game 
47.8 

39.9 

24.8 

24.1 

22.7 
197.9 


Yds/Game 
413.8 (35th) 
251.1 (3rd) 


Pts/Game 
31.7 (26th) 
15.2 (8th) 


Avg 
13.6 
17.3 
10.7 
12.0 
16.0 
12.5 


5,379 6.1 


3.8 
FG Saf 
2 9 
Ai 4 


Alfa Insurance 


Saving money has never been easier. 


Times are tough. Saving money shouldn't be. With 
discounted auto rates and superior claims service, 
Alfa™ always puts you first. Contact a local agent 
today to find out how we can protect your car and 
your budget. 


Auto ¢ Home « Life 
Alfalnsurance.com 


These days, saving is on everybody's mind. People everywhere are discovering 
that Regions can help them save, starting with LifeGreen” Checking and Savings. 
With lots of free online services, you can save time and money, all while saving 
for the future. In fact, we've opened over one million LifeGreen Checking and 
Savings accounts for businesses and consumers in the past year. And thousands 
more are choosing to switch every day. Want to see how Regions can help you 
save more than you might expect? Switch today. Get LifeGreen Checking and 
Savings — at the bank that makes saving as easy as riding a bike. 


Official Bank of the 


1.800.regions | savewithregions.com 
Or visit a Regions branch today. 


Save time, money, and for the future. 


LifeGreen Checking and Savings can help you do all three. 


lifegreen 


* Free Personal Savings Review 


* Annual Savings Bonus 
of up to $250 


* Free Online Banking with Bill Pay 
* Free Automatic Transfers 

° Free Direct Deposit 

* Free Online Statements 


A REGIONS 


It’s time to expect more. 


MEMBER ® 2009 Regions Bank. All deposit accounts are subject to the terms and conditions of the Regions Deposit Agreement. A $50 minimum opening deposit and CheckCard are required for LifeGreen Checking, LifeGreen Savings cannot 
} FDIC be opened without a LifeGreen Checking account. A $5 minimum opening deposit required for the LifleGreen Savings account if an automatic monthly transfer is set up from checking of at least $10; otherwise $50 required. A monthly 
LENDER automatic transfer of funds of at least $10 from your Regions Checking account to a LiteGreen Savings account for the entire year is required to earn a 1% interest rate bonus. The bonus is based on the average monthly balance in 


your LifeGreen Savings account for the year and paid on the anniversary of account opening. Maximum annual bonus of $250. 


